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THE LEVEL OF HELMINTHS INVASION
OF DIGESTIVE TRACT OF CATTLE AND SAIGAS
IN WEST KAZAKHSTAN REGION

Abstract. Helminth fauna commonness at cattle and saigas was noticed in West Kazakhstan region. The results
of helminthoovoscopic researches of animals' excrements by Fulleborn have shown that cattle and saigas are infested
with Trichostrongylidae family (Strongylata suborder) strongyloides of digestive tract from Nematodirus, Ostertagia,
Cooperia, Haecmonchus, Trichostrongylus, Marshallagia genus, and also with Moniczia genus cestodes. Invasion
extensiveness of cattle with digestive tract strongyloides was 31,3% on the average, and moniesia - 16,4%. Invasion
extensiveness of saigas was 88,8% and 7.,4%, respectively. Besides, similarity of seasonal and age dynamics of
digestive tract strongyloides was observed at cattle and saigas. In winter, invasion extensiveness of animals decrea-
ses, and the peak of invasion falls on summer period. Thus, animals during the whole year is infested with digestive
tract strongyloides. Invasiveness decreases with age of animals. Contacts of saigas and cattle in pasturable territories
bring to the commonness of helminths composition. Saigas are natural tank and constant source of helminths
invasion for domestic ruminants in West Kazakhstan region. Therefore, when planning treatment-and-prophylactic
actions against helminthoses it is necessary to consider this factor.

Key words: cattle, saigas, helminthoses, invasion extensiveness, seasonal and age dynamics, West Kazakhstan
region.

Introduction. Cattle breeding in West Kazakhstan region is one of the leading branches of livestock
production. However, extensive economic damage is caused to it by helminthic diseases. The data on
specific composition of helminths, epizootology, seasonal and age dynamics in different regions is
necessary for the development of fight measures against cattle helminthoses. K.I. Skryabin has for the
first time conducted researches on studying of helminth fauna of cattle in the territory of Kazakhstan. [1].
He and his students organized over 30 helminthological expeditions which have collected the big material
characterizing specific composition of cattle helminths. New data on cattle helminths fauna in Kazakhstan
was obtained by G.I. Dikov, etc. [2]. Cattle helminth fauna in Kazakhstan was studied by K.I. Skryabin,
R.S. Schultz [1], S.N. Boev, etc. [3], E.I. Pryadko [4], B.M. Shonov [5], K.M. Erbolatov [6], V.S. Petrov
[7], M.Zh. Suleymenov [8], V.T. Ramazanov [9] and others. 35 types of helminths from trematode,
cestode and nematode classes were registered at cattle in the territory of West Kazakhstan. For last years,
specific composition of cattle helminths could undergo considerably changes owing to various factors.
One of such factors is wild animals living in the territory of West Kazakhstan region. The most numerous
of them are saigas.
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Saiga (lat. Saiga tatarica) - is an artiodactyl mammal from antelope subfamily. It is rather small
artiodactyl animal, length of body is 110-146 cm, height in withers is 60-79 cm, weight is 23-40 kg,
extended trunk on thin, rather short legs.

According to "Kazakhstan Today Media Group (2015), the number of saigas in 2014 has reached
about 260 thousand individuals relating to Saiga tatarica tatarica subspecies and living in Russia and three
areas of Kazakhstan [10,11,12]. By data of K.K. Baytursinov [13] it was determined that natural seasonal
migrations of saigas make one of ecological features of their adaptations. Seasonal location on natural
zones is distinctly expressed at animals. Saiga herds during migration are grazed generally on the same
pastures as sheep. However, saigas constantly replace sites of pastures.

Commonness of saiga and domestic sheep parasites is 50-100%. However, a part of these parasites is
more specific to saiga, such as A.centripunctata, S.ovis and N.gazellae. Undoubtedly, saiga plays a
significant role in the distribution and infection of pets. On the contrary, sheep are more intensively
infested with taenia E.granulosus and T hydatigena. Dogs play active role in the distribution of these
parasites. Invasion extensiveness of saigas with these cysts during researches were rather high. The third
group of parasites is nematodes which invasive elements are adapted to life in dry landscapes. They are
Marshallagia and Nematodirus nematodes. Both groups of animals to the same extent participate in the
circulation of these parasites in nature. But depending on the number of populations, density of pasture
load by wild and domestic hoofed animals, the role of separate group of the specified nematodes in
distribution can strongly vary.

A.G. Bannikov [14] notes that 55 species of endoparasites and about 10 ectoparasites were revealed
in Caspian Sea region and in Kazakhstan at saigas. They are species of parasitic protozoa, cestodes,
nematodes. The coefficient of helminths commonness of farm animals and saigas in Kazakhstan makes
67-84,7%; analogous situation was noted in Caspian Sea region.

According to M.Yu. Treus [15], etc. the structure of saigas helminth fauna in Askania-Nova includes
6 types of strongylidac — digestive tract helminths and 1 species of cestode (Moniezia expansa).
Interesting observations on the formation of parasite fauna of saiga herd were made here.

Contacts of wild and domestic ruminants in pasturable territories bring to the composition common-
ness of helminths that is found at autopsy and scatological researches. It is known that wild hoofed
animals are subject to various parasitic diseases which often terminate in a lethal outcome or loss of
valuable trade qualities that causes extensive economic damage and reduces prestige of national parks and
reserves. Although adult animals can be less infected than young growth, they are an important source of
invasion distribution and promote developing of epizooty. The threat of invasion transfer from wild to
domestic animals and to human is possible at wide expansion of parasitic diseases. Various measures of
fight against parasitic diseases of farm and wild animals were proposed, including control of livestock
number, destruction of corpses of animals, change of pastures, rational placement of biotechnical objects
and other veterinary sanitary and general economy actions [16].

Comparisons of saigas and sheep helminth fauna were given in literature. However, there are no data
on comparison of helminth fauna of saigas and cattle. There are no researches of secasonal and age
dynamics of cattle and saigas invasion with helminths in comparative aspect.

The purpose of our researches is to determine specific structure, invasion degree, scasonal and age
dynamics of main helminthoses of digestive tract in an organism of cattle and saigas in conditions of West
Kazakhstan region.

Materials and methods. The work was performed within AP05136002 project on the subject
"Development of measures of fight against main helminthoses of cattle in steppe, semi-desert and desert
zones of West Kazakhstan region depending on weather conditions".

Invasion of cattle was defined in country farms in steppe, semi-desert and desert zones of West
Kazakhstan region. Invasion of saigas was determined in the Center of preservation of biodiversity of
wild animals, Zhangir Khan West Kazakhstan Agrarian Technical University located in the territory of
Taskalinsky arca of West Kazakhstan region where saigas are kept in captivity [17, 18]. Species
composition, invasiveness degree, seasonal and age dynamics of main helminthoses of digestive tract of
animals were studied. For this purpose, samples of excrements of cattle and saigas were taken. Researches
of excrements were conducted by Fulleborn in the laboratory of research institute of biotechnology and
environmental management at Zhangir Khan West Kazakhstan Agrarian Technical University. Scatolo-
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gical researches of 319 samples of excrements from cattle and from 28 species of saigas were done.
Calculation of helminths eggs amount in 1 gram of excrements was carried out with the use of VIGIS
calculating camera. [19]. Samples of excrements at animals were taken in the morning, per rectum.
Helminthoscopic and larvaescopic methods of excrements research were used for studying of seasonal
dynamics of contamination of cattle and saigas with main types of digestive tract helminths. Researches
were conducted quarterly, during different seasons. Invasiveness of various age groups of cattle and
saigas was studied - below one year, 1-3 years, 4-5 years, 6-9 years, 10 years and more. The genus of
helminths was determined by invasive larvae by P.A. Polyakov [20]. Excrements of animals were kept in
the thermostat at the temperature of 25-30°C in Petri dishes within 7 days for larvae cultivation.
Excrements were daily humidified and aerated. The method of helminthological autopsy by K.I. Skryabin
was used to determine species composition of digestive tract helminths of saigas [21]. For this purpose,
helminthological research of fore stomachs, maw and intestines of five killed saigas were done. The
contents of bodies were washed out 2-3 times, the deposit was poured out in sacks of mill gas. The sacks
were tied and rinsed in water before complete cessation of dregs separation. Then, the content was studied
by parts by means of microscope in Petri dish; selection of helminths was made by brush or microscopic
needle. Identification of helminths was carried out by determinants of K.I. Skryabin, N.P. Shikhobalova,
R.S. Schultz, etc. "Determinant of parasitic nematodes. V.3 Strongylata" [22]. Parenchymatous organs
(liver and lungs) were investigated for studying of larvae echinococcosis dynamics.

Results of researches and their discussion. As a result of the conducted researches it was
determined that cattle was infested with digestive tract strongyloides of Trichostrongylidae family
(Strongylata suborder) from Nematodirus, Ostertagia, Cooperia, Haemonchus, Trichostrongylus genuses.
Invasion extensiveness of animals with strongyloides has averaged 31,3%, and invasion intensity -
98,8+8.9 eggs in 1 gram of excrements (table 1). Cattle was infested with cestodes from Moniezia genus,
M. benedeni species. Invasion extensiveness of animals with moniezia has averaged 16,4%, and invasion
intensity - 114,5+ 10,4 eggs in 1 gram of excrements.

Table 1 — Infectiousness of cattle digestive tract helminths according to excrement researches

# Helminths Animals studied | Ammals infected Inyasmn ; +IVETAge Amtuntiokesg S
extensiveness, % in 1 gram of excrements, specimen

1 Strongylata 319 100 31,3 98.8+8.9

2 M. benedeni. 319 52 16,4 114,5+£ 104

Helminthooscopic researches of excrements from saigas have shown that animals were infested with
digestive tract strongyloides from Trichostrongylidae family (Strongylata suborder), Nematodirus, Oster-
tagia, Marshallagia, Trichostrongylus genuses and also with cestodes from Moniezia genus, Moniezia
expansa species.

Invasion extensiveness of saigas with strongyloides has averaged 88,8%, and invasion intensity -
152,4+13,8 eggs in 1 gram of excrements (table 2). Invasion extensiveness of animals with moniezia has
averaged 7,4%, and invasion intensity - 76,24+6.9 eggs in 1 gram of excrements.

Table 2 — Infectiousness of saigas with digestive tract helminths according to excrement researches

# Helminths Animals studied | Animals infected Inyasmn . Average amount of €8s
extensiveness, % in 1 gram of excrements, specimen
Strongylata 28 16 57,1 152.4+13.8
2 M. expansa 28 2 7.4 76,2+6.9

The analysis of the received results of helminthological autopsy of digestive tract of five saigas has
shown that all animals were infested with helminths from Nematoda class. Existence of 5 types of
helminths relating to 5 genuses of Nematodirus spathiger was noticed (invasion extensiveness — 80%,
invasion intensity —35,243,2 specimen), Ostertagia ostertagi (invasion extensiveness — 40%, invasion
intensity — 18,2+1,6 specimen), Trichostrongylus colubriformis (invasion extensiveness — 60%, invasion
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intensity - 12,8+1,1 specimen), Marshallagia marshalli (invasion extensiveness — 80%, invasion intensity
— 17,.3+1,5 specimen), Hacmonchus contortus (invasion extensiveness — 20%, invasion intensity -
11,8+1,07). Invasion extensiveness has averaged 56%, and invasion intensity - 19,1+1,7. All found
parasites are geohelminths (table 3, figure 1).

The difference of invasion extensiveness with helminths at saigas between data of candling and
autopsy is insignificant. Therefore, it is possible to be based on the data of candling.

By the results of researches, seasonal dynamics of digestive tract strongyloides in an organism of
cattle in West Kazakhstan region varies considerably. In winter, invasion extensiveness of animals has
decreased to 22,1%. During the spring period, cattle infectiousness was 24,6%. In summer — 40,2%, and
in autumn — 38,7%. Average per year, invasion extensiveness of animals has averaged 31,4%. The peak of
invasion falls on summer period, and minimum - on winter (table 4). Thus, cattle during the whole year is
infested with digestive tract strongyloides.

Table 3 — Infectiousness of saigas with digestive tract helminths according to helminthological autopsy

4 “Fype o helminths Anin_lals Animals Inyasion Invasion _intensity,
studied infected extensiveness, % specimen
1 N. spathiger (Railliet, 1896) 5 4 80 352+32
2 O. ostertagi (Stiles, 1892) 5 2 40 18.2+1,6
3 T. colubriformis (Giles, 1892) 5 3 60 12.8+1,1
4 M. marshalli (Ransom, 1907) 5 4 80 17,3+1.,5
5 H. contortus (Rudolphi, 1803) 5 1 20 11,8+ 1,07
Average 56 19,1+1,7

Table 4 — Seasonal dynamics of digestive tract strongyloides at cattle in West Kazakhstan region

Season Animals studied Animals infected Invasion extensiveness, %
Spring 318 78 24.6
Summer 320 128 40,2
Autumn 321 120 38,7
Winter 319 70 221
Average 314

Helminthooscopic researches of excrements from cattle have shown that invasion extensiveness with
digestive tract strongyloides of animals decreases with age. At young growth of cattle aged below one
year it has made 27,4%, at the age of 1-3 years - 51,2%, at cattle at the age of 4-5 years - 32,7%, at
animals at the age of 6-9 years - 22,5%, 10 years and more - 19,2%. Invasion extensiveness has averaged
30,6% (table 5).

Table 5 — Age dynamics of cattle invasiveness with digestive tract strongyloides

Age of animals Animals studied Animals infected Invasion extensiveness, %

Below one year 58 13 274
1-3 years 43 22 51,2
4-5 years 85 26 32,7
6-9 years 71 16 22,5
More than 10 years 66 19 19,2
In total 323 96

On average: 30,6
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Figure 1 — Nematodirus spathiger.: a - tail end of female, b - female with eggs of different stage of development,
¢ - tail end of male, d - vulva area of female. Increased by 60 times. Original. Author's photo.

Studied seasonal dynamics of saigas' invasiveness. The researches results are presented in table 6.
During the spring period, invasiveness of saigas was 49,7%. In summer — 77,6%, and in autumn — 51,4%.
In winter, invasion extensiveness of animals has decreased to 48,5%. Average per year, invasion
extensiveness of animals has averaged 56,8%. The peak of invasion falls on the summer period, and
minimum - on winter. Thus, saigas are infected with digestive tract strongyloides during the whole year.

Table 6 — Seasonal dynamics of digestive tract strongyloides at saigas in West Kazakhstan region

Season Animals studied Animals infected Invasion extensiveness, %
Spring 28 14 49,7
Summer 32 25 77.6
Autumn 32 16 514
Winter 31 15 48,5
Average 56,8

Helminthooscopic researches of excrements from saigas have shown that invasion extensiveness with
digestive tract strongyloides of animals decreases with age. At young growth of saigas aged about one
year it has made 71,4%, at the age of 1-3 years - 58,5%, more than 4 years - 41,1%. Invasion exten-
siveness has averaged 57,0% (table 7).

Table 7 — Age dynamics of invasiveness of saigas with digestive tract strongyloides

Age of animals Animals studied Animals infected Invasion extensiveness, %
Below one year 14 10 71,4
1-3 years 8 4 58,5
More than 4 years 6 2 41,1
In total 28 16
On average: 57,0
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Conclusion. Thus, cattle, and saigas in West Kazakhstan region is infested with helminths from
Trichostrongylidae family (Strongylata suborder) of genus, but with different invasion extensiveness.
From figures 2 and 3 it is visible that cattle and saigas have similar seasonal and age invasion dynamics.
That is cattle and saigas are infested during all seasons of year with digestive tract strongyloides. Invasi-
veness of animals decreases with age. Saigas are natural tank and constant source of helminths invasion in
West Kazakhstan region. Therefore, when planning treatment-and-prophylactic actions against helmin-
thoses of domestic ruminants it is necessary to consider this factor.

Spring Summer Autumn Winter

m Cattle ™ Saiga

Figure 2 — Seasonal dynamics of invasion extensiveness with digestive tract strongyloides of cattle and saigas

IE,%

>

Belowl 1-3 years 4-5years 6-9years More than
year 10 years

B Cattle © Saiga

Figure 3 — Age dynamics of invasion extensiveness of digestive tract strongyloides of cattle and saigas
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Conclusions.

1. Commonness of helminth fauna at cattle and saigas was noted in West Kazakhstan region.

2. All animal are infested with helminths from Nematoda class.

3. Nematodes from Nematodirus, Ostertagia, Marshallagia, Trichostrongylus, Cooperia, Haemonchus
genuses and cestodes from Moniezia genus were found in cattle and saigas.

4. Invasion extensiveness with digestive tract strongyloides at cattle is 31,3%, at saigas - 57,1%.

5. Invasion extensiveness with moniezia at cattle is 16,4%, at saigas - 7,4%.

6. Cattle and saigas during all seasons of year are infested with digestive tract strongyloides.

7. Invasiveness of animals decreases with age.
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"HAO «3amaano-KaszaxcTanckmii arpapHO-TEXHHYECKHH YHHBEPCHTET HMEHH JKAHTHp XaHa»,
VYpansck, Kazaxcran
*CMONEHCKAA TOCY JAPCTBEHHAS CEbCKOXO03AHCTBEHHAs aKkageMus, CMosieHCk, Poccus

HWHBA3ZWPOBAHHOCTDB 'EJbMUHTAMMU IIUMINEBAPUTEJBHOI'O TPAKTA
KPYIIHOI'O POTATOI'O CKOTA U CAUTAKOB
B 3ATIATHO-KA3BAXCTAHCKOM OBJIACTH

Annoramua. B 3amagHo-Kaszaxcranckod 001acTH v KPYIHOTO POTATOTO CKOTA M CAWTAKOB OTMCHUCHA OOII-
HOCTb TEIbMHUHTO(AYHBL. Pe3ynbTarhl IreIbMHHTOOBOCKOIIMMECKUX HCCIICTOBAaHUH (pexamuii »UBOTHBIX 1O Drom-
NCOOpPHY MOKA3AJIH, UTO KPYMHBIH POTATHIH CKOT W CAWTaKH WHBA3HPOBAHBI CTPOHTHIATAMH MUINCBAPHTCIHHOTO
TpakTa cemelicrBa Trichostrongylidae (momotpsn Strongylata) w3 pomoB Nematodirus, Ostertagia, Cooperia,
Haemonchus, Trichostrongylus, Marshallagia, a Tak e mecrogamu w3 poga Moniczia. DKCTCHCHBHOCTh HHBA3HH
KPYITHOTO POTATOr0 CKOTA CTPOHTMIITAMH IHINCBAPHTENHFHOTO TPAKTa B CpeaHeM cocrasuiaa 31,3%, a MoHme3ns-
MH - 16,4%. DKCTCHCHBHOCTS MHBA3HH carakoB 88,8% u 7,4%, cooTseTcTBeHHO. Kpome TOTO, v KpymHOTO pora-
TOTO CKOTA H CAalrakoB HAOIOJACTCA CXOMECTh CE30HHOM H BO3PACTHON TUHAMHKHU CTPOHTHIIAT MHAIICBAPHTEIEHOTO
TPAaKTa. 3UMOH 3KCTEHCHBHOCTH MHBA3HH >KHBOTHBIX CHIJKACTCA, a4 MUK WHBA3HUH MPUXOAUTCA HA JICTHHH nepuoa.
Taxum 06p330M, JKMBOTHBIC B TCUCHHC BCCTO I0Ad WHBASHPOBAHBI CTPOHTWLATAMHU MHIICBAPUTCIBHOTIO TPAKTA. C
BO3PACcTOM JKHBOTHBIX WHBAZHPOBAHHOCTH CHWIKACTCA. KoHTakTHl calirakoB H KPyImHOTO poraroro CKOTa Ha macTt-
OHIMHBIX TCPPUTOPHAX HMPHUBOIAT K OOMIHOCTH COCTABA TCIBMHUHTOB. CaliTaku ABILTIOTCS MPUPOTHBIM PE3CPBYapOM
U IMOCTOSHHBIM HCTOYHHKOM HHBA3HH I'CJIPMHHTAMH AJIA AOMAITHUX >XKBAYHBIX B BaHaﬂHO-KBSaXCTaHCKOfI oOmacTH.
[MostoMy mpu IMAaHUPOBAHHH JEUCOHO-MPO(PHIAKTHICCKHX MEPONPHATHH IIPOTHB TECIHLMHHTO30B HEOOXOIMMO
YUHTHIBATH 3TOT (PAKTOP.

KiroueBnie ciioBa: prHHBIfI pOl"aTI)II\/’I CKOT, CaﬁraKI/I, TCIbMHUHTO3bI, OKCTCHCHBHOCTh HHBA3HH, CC30HHAA H
BO3PACTHAS JUHAMHAKA, JanaaHo-Kaszaxcranckas 00macTs.
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BATBIC KABAKCTAH OBJIBICHIHIAFEI IPT KAPA MAJIBI MEH AKBOKEH/IEP ITH
A3BIK KOPBITY TPAKTICTHIH TEJTLbMUHTTEPIMEH HHBA3HSJIAHYBI

Annotamust. barsic Kazakcran o0IbICHAA ipl Kapa Maibl MCH aKOOKEHAEPAE TeIbMHUHTO (DAY HAHBIH Ke3/1eCy i
oprax OaikanraH. JKaHyapiapasH HOKiCiH OroaneOopH oaici OOHBIHINA TSTEMAHTOOBOCKOISIIBIK 3CPTTCY KE3IHAC
ipi Kapa mamel McH akOexcHacp Trichostrongylidae (Strongylata Tymrapmarsl) TYKbIMIAcHIHBIH Nematodirus,
Ostertagia, Cooperia, Haemonchus, Trichostrongylus, Marshallagia TysicTapbiMeH, COHBIMEH Karap LECTOATap
KatapslHaH Moniezia TyBICBIMEH 3apapian¥aH. JKaHyapnapapH a3blKk KOPBITY TPAKTICIHIH CTPOHTHILITTAPBIMEH
3apapiaHy SKCTCHCHBTLmr oprama 31,3% Kypaca, am MOHE3HAMCH - 16,4% Kypaabl. AKOOKCHICPIC HHBABHSA IKC-
TCHCHUBTLIIITI catikeciHme 88,8% xone 7,4%. byran koca, a3bIK KOPBITY TPAKTICI CTPOHTHILATTAPBIHBIH MAay ChIMIBIK
JKOHE JKACTBIK JAMYHI ipi Kapa Majbl MCH aKOOKCHACPAC YKCac CKeHI OaWKamaabl. KBICKB Ke3CHIC MHBA3HA 3KCTCH-
CHBTIJII] a3alblm, >ka3Fbl KezeHae kedeteni. Cox ceOenTi skaHyapuap Kbl OOWbI a3bIK KOPBITY TPAKTiCI CTPOHTH-
JIATTAPBIMCH 3apapiaHansl. JKaHyapiaapabiH 5Kachkl apTKAH CAHbIH WHBA3HWAMCH 3apapiaHy KepceTkimm azasmel. Ipi
Kapa Maibl MCH aKOOKeHIEpAC >KAHbUIBIMABIK ayMakKTapJa OpPTAaK OONybl TeIbMHHTTEPiIH OPTAKTBHIFBIHA AJbII
kenedi. AxOexeHzep bareic KazakcTan oOIbICHIHAAQ TEIBMHHTTEPAIH TaOWFH PE3CpPBYaphbl KOHE YHEMI TapaTyIbl
Ke3i 006m Ta0bUTaabl. COHABIKTAHAA CMAIK-AJIBIH ATy MAPATAPBIH KOCIAPIAFAHIA OCH (DAKTOPIBI CCKEPY KAXKCT.
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