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OPTIMAL MOISTURE OF SOIL SAMPLES FOR SEED GERMINATION
AND GROWTH OF SEEDLINGS IN CLOSED CONTAINERS

Abstract. The purpose of the research is to determine optimum moisture content of soil samples in closed,
transparent containers for seed germination and seedling growth of wild-growing wormwood — artemisia effusus
(Artemisia diffusa), wild-growing type of cereal — comb-shaped wheat grass (Agropyron pectiniforme), cultured ce-
real — soft wheat (7riticum aestivum), variety Saratovskaya-29. Tested soil samples with humidity of 20%, 40% and
60%.

It is established that in a closed container (5 liters) soil moisture in the range of 40% - 60% provides the best
seed germination and the growth of seedlings of the used plant species.

In tested closed containers, soil moisture of 40% should be used, with relatively short period of plants research
(30 days). With a longer period of research, it is possible to use soil with moisture content of up to 60%, because
with time, the excess water is absorbed by growing plants.

The method of closed containers find use for studies of influence of toxic, volatile, gaseous substances on the
growth and development of plants in laboratory conditions. The results of this work will be used in modeling the
ecosystem of Central Kazakhstan in connection with environmental pollution of volatile, highly toxic components of
rocket-engine propellant, resulting from activities of Baikonur space-launch complex.
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Introduction. The issues of influence volatile, toxic substances on the growth and development of
plants and accumulation of volatile toxic substances by wild and cultivated plant species are of high
concern. For example, plants of Central Kazakhstan are under the polluting influence of unspent rocket-
engine propellant - unsymmetrical dimethyl hydrazine (UDMH) and its transformation products. UDMH
and its transformation products enters the plants and then into the body of animals and humans from soil
and through acrogenic way [1]. Volatile derivatives of UDH have been identified in various types of soil
[2]. As is known, UDH and a number of its derivatives belong to the first class of hazard (extremely
dangerous organic compound) [3].

Volatile toxic substances are chemicals that could be available in the air in a gaseous state. In this
regard, to estimate phytotoxicity of UDMH and its derivatives under laboratory conditions should be used
methods, similar to those for study of gas resistance of the plants.

It is known that (closed containers, ‘gas chambers’) are used to study gas resistance of the plants in
laboratory conditions. Plant or its parts are placed in container, gases are dispensed (for example, sulfur
dioxide, hydrogen fluoride and hydrogen chloride) and then changes in plant reactions are monitored. As
diagnostic features utilized the following parameters: change in germination and seed germination energy,
growth rate and formation of individual organs, change in the timing and duration of the developmental
and organogenesis phases, and others. In the event of activity of sublethal and lethal gas concentrations,
plant resistance can be determined by degree of leaf damage necrosis or by changes in the water regime
and photosynthesis [4-7].
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One of the first task in development of technology for evaluating the effect of volatile toxic sub-
stances on plants in closed containers is to establish optimum soil moisture, which provides the best seed
germination and development of plant seedlings.

Purpose of the article — establish the optimum moisture content of soil samples in closed container
for seed germination and growth of seedlings of wormwood and cereals.

Methods. The targets of research were wild-growing wormwood: artemisia effusus (Artemisia
diffusa), wild-growing type of cereal - comb-shaped wheat grass (Agropyron pectiniforme), cultivated type
of cereal - soft wheat (Triticum aestivum), variety Saratovskaya-29.

In work process being used ready-made soil universal, for all types of vegetable, green, flower crops
and seedlings, environmentally friendly product ‘Himself agronomist’. Production Russia, LLC
‘AgroSnabRetail’. Composition: drug turf (lime carbonate, chalk, dolomite powder) and structuring
materials, mineral fertilizers.

Content of nutrients, mg/ml: Nitrogen (NH;+NO3) 240-350

Phosphorus (P,0s) 290-410
Potassium (K,0) 330-470
Acidity pH 5,4-6,6

Complete set of required of minor elements.

Ready-made universal soil was dried at room temperature for two weeks; sand was thoroughly
washed and dried. Prepared a mixture of soil and sand with weight ratio of 70% soil and 30% sand. Sand
was added to better acrate the soil. Then prepared soil samples with different humidity: 20%, 40% and
60%.

Transparent plastic bottles (commercial, household, used for drinking water) of 5.25 liters were cut
horizontally centrally, 0.5 kg prepared soil samples placed in containers. The seeds were sown, then
containers sealed with scotch tape and tightly closed with cap on top (figure).

Seed germination and seedling growth of comb-shaped wheat grass (Agropyron pectiniforme) in closed containers

Seed germination was carried out at temperature of + 20 + 23 °C.

Used known methods of seed germination [8]. Each batch of cach series was carried out in three
replications, followed by statistical processing [9].

Results and discussion. Being studied seed germination of wild-growing wormwood — artemisia
effusus (Arremisia diffusa) in closed containers with soil samples of different moisture. The seeds of
wormwood are small (2x0.8 mm), lightweight (weight of 1,000 seeds is 0.2-0.3 grams). 0.5 grams of
wormwood seeds were sown, or about 1,500 seeds in each container. The observation period was 30 days.
After 30 days, containers were opened, the best condition of seedlings was found at soil sample with 40%
of moisture, soil sample with 60% moisture was waterlogged.

Seed germination of wormwood was 1%, 1.6% and 1.7% on soil samples with moisture content of
20%, 40% and 60% respectively. Seed germination of wormwood is 1,6-1,7 times higher on soil samples
of 40% and 60% compared to soil samples with moisture content of 20% (table 1).
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Table 1 — Seed germination of artemisia effusus (Artemisia diffusa) in closed containers within one month.

0.5 grams of seeds or about 1,500 seeds were sown in each container. Represented data collected on 30th day of research

Soil moisture, %

Germination, %

Seedling height, cm

20 1,040,02 12403
40 1,640.03 32409
60 1,740.03 3,1£1,0

Seeds of wormwood were collected in November 2018, the period of post-harvest ripening was
3,5 months. Such a short period of post-harvest ripening explains the low germination of wormwood

seeds.

Part of containers were opened later, only after 3 months. It has been established that condition of
container with 60% soil moisture is significantly improved. As far as water is used to increase biomass of
growing plants and its content in soil and air is reduced.

The results of research cereal seeds are presented in tables 2 and 3, respectively.

Table 2 — Seed germination and seedling growth of comb-shaped wheat grass (Agropyron pectiniforme) in closed containers.

300 seeds are sown in each container. Represented data collected on 30th day of research

Soil moisture, %

Germination, %

Seedling height, cm

20 3,6+0,03 1543
40 42+12 1744
60 41+1,3 1844

Table 3 — Growth and development of soft wheat seedlings (Triticum aestivum), variety Saratovskaya-29 in closed containers

within one month. In each container, 100 seeds are sown. Represented data collected on 30th day of research

Soil moisture, %

Germination, %

Seedling height, cm

20 19+0,8 27 +4
40 78422 3745
60 79423 3746

Research of cercal seeds germination was carried out during a month; it was established that soil
moisture of 40% is optimal for seed germination and seedling growth in closed containers. Soil samples
with moisture content of 20% had significantly lower seed germination compared to seed germination of
soil samples with moisture content of 40% and 60%. The germination of cereal seeds and seedling
development was about the same of soil samples with moisture content of 40% and 60%. (tables 2 and 3).

In closed containers, both for wormwood and for cereals, soil moisture in range of 40-60% provides
the best seed germination. Seeds of wild plant species are heterogenic and do not germinate simulta-
neously. Then, cultivated cereal, soft wheat (7riticum aestivum) variety Saratovskaya-29 is able to com-
plete seed germination on 14th day of research. Quite opposite seeds of wild-growing species of comb-
shaped wheat grass (Agropyron pectiniforme) and artemisia effusus (Arfemisia diffusa) begin to germinate
on 3-4 days or later on the 14th day.

Regarding the optimal moisture content of soil samples in closed containers, for comparison, we
quote data of Pryanishnikov D. N. (1900) about optimum moisture content of open ground (soil) for seed
germination, plant growth and development. In open ground, the lower limit of optimum moisture content
is approximately estimated depending on the type of soil and plants by the following values: for grasses -
50-60%, for cereals - 45-50%, for vegetable and technical crops - 40-45% [10].

That is, there is an approximate coincidence of the optimum soil moisture for plant development both
in open ground and in closed container.

However, the results of our research have shown waterlogged general condition of closed container
with soil sample of 60% humidity. Waterlogging often leads to mold and contamination comparing with
soil samples having less moisture. It is known that the development of bacteria stops at about 25% of
environment moisture and about 15% for mold [11].
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Conclusions. In closed, transparent container (5 liters) soil moisture (soil mixed with peat and sand)
in the range of 40-60% compared to humidity of 20% provides the best seed germination of wild species:
wormwood (Artemisia diffusa), comb-shaped wheat grass (Agropyron pectiniforme), cultivated cereal soft
wheat (Triticum aestivum) variety Saratovskaya-29.

In tested closed containers, soil moisture of 40% should be used, with relatively short research period
of plants (30 days). With a longer period of research, it is possible to use soil with moisture content of up
to 60%, because with time, the excess water is absorbed by growing plants.

The method of closed containers find use for studies of influence of toxic, volatile, gaseous sub-
stances on the growth and development of plants in laboratory conditions. The results of this work will be
used in modeling the ecosystem of Central Kazakhstan in connection with environmental pollution of
volatile, highly toxic components of rocket-engine propellant, resulting from activities of Baikonur space-
launch complex.

Funding. Source of research funding. Republican budget program 008 ‘Applied research in the
field of space activities’. Scientific and technical project: ‘Study of the nature of plant pollution by
unsymmetrical dimethyl hydrazine and toxic products of its transformation’. Republican state enterprise.
Research Center "Garysh-Ecology”. Aerospace Committee of the Ministry of Defense and Aerospace
Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
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TYKBIMJIAP/BIH )KOHE TYKBIM OCKIHAEPIHIH KABBIK BIABICTAPJA 6CYI YLITH
TONBIPAKTAP YJITICIHIH OHTAWJIBI BLIF AJI/IBLIBITFbI

AHHOTAIHS. 3EPTTEY MAKCATHI Ky CAHHBIH >Ka0aiibl 6CETIH TYPIHIH TYKBIMJAPBIHBIH KOHE CKIIC KOUICTTCPIIH
eCyl YIIiH TOTBIPAK YATICIHIH sKaOBIK, MOJIAIP BIABICTAPAAFHI OHTANIIBI BUIFAIABLIBIFBIH OCITiNCY OO - TAPMAKTHI
xKycaH (Artemisia diffissa), nakpLTIBIH Ka0albl 6CCTIH TYPl - CPKCK OMAAHBIK (Agropyron pectiniforme), MOICHH-
JICHTCH JAKBLI - skyMcak Oowmaii (Triticum aestivum), CapatoB cypsiobi-29. 20, 40 sxoHC 60 % BUTFAIIBLUIBIKTAFBI
TOMBIPAK YITLIEPi CHIHATIAEL. JKaOBIK BIABICTA (5 TUTPIIK) TOMBIPAKTHIH BUFANABLTBIFEL 40-60 % HHTCPBAIIA TYKBIM-
JAPABIH KOHE CKIEC KOIICTTEPAiH IAHNANaHBUFAH 6CIMIIK TYpPIEPIiHAC KAKCHI 6CYIH KAMTAMACHI3 CTCTiHI AHBIK-
tanraH. CeIHATFAH >Ka0BIK BIIBICTAP/IA OCIMAIKTEPAIH KATBICTHIK KbICKA Ke3eHiHAe 40 % TEH TOIBIPAK YITICIHIH bLI-
FAIIBUIBIFRIH Makaanany KakeT (30 toymik). [Talinanany aApH HEFYPIBIM y3aK KezeHiHAe 60 % OeifiHTi bUFAIAbLIBIK-
TICH TOTBIPAKTH MAHJATAHY MYMKIHAITi 0ap, ccOcOi YaKbIT 6TC KEJjIe CYABIH apTHIFBI OCIIT KEJIC JKATKAH 6CIMIIKIICH
urepineri. JKaObIK pIapIcTap S7iCI 3epTXAHANBIK JKarJaiaa eCIMIIKTCPAIH 6CYIHE MOHE JaMYbIHA YIIbI, YIIATHIH, Ta3
TOPI3AL 3aTTapABIH oCCP CTYiH 3epTeyac KoamaHsriaasl. OChl KYMBICTApAbIH HOTIOKEIepi Opramsik Ka3akcTaHHBIH
JKOKyHeciH BaKOHBIP KOCMOAPOMBIHBIH KbI3METIHE OAHNIAHBICTEl KOPINAFAH OPTAHBIH, YIIKBIII, >KOFAPbI TOKCHHII
PAKCTAITBIK KAHAPMAWMCH JTACTAHY bIHA OAHJIAHBICTHI YITLICYAC MAHaTaHBLIATHIH O0Ia IBL.

Tyiiin ce3aep: sxadbIK BIABICTAP, TOMBIPAKTHIH BUTFANIBIIBIFBL, TYKBIMIAPABIH 6CY1, CKIIC KOIIETTEPAIH 6CKIHi.
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OIITUMAJIBHAA BJAKHOCTD IOUYBBI I IPOPACTAHUA CEMAH
H POCTA CEAHIEB B 3AMKHYTBIX EMKOCTAX

AnnoTanmust. L{enpio necaeI0BaHui CIIy>KUII0 YCTAHOBJICHHE B 3aMKHY THIX, MPO3PAYHBIX EMKOCTSIX ONTHMAJb-
HOH BIQYKHOCTH 00PA3LOB IMOYBBHI A1 BCXOKECTH CEMSH M POCTA CESHIECB AUKOPACTYIIETO BHIA TOJBIHA — MOJIBIHb
passecucras (Artemisia diffusa), TUKOPACTYINETO BUAA 371aKa - MbIpes TpeOHEBUIAHOTO (Agropyron pectiniforme),
OKYIBTYPCHHOTO 371aKa - MATKas mmeHuna (17iticum aestivum), copt Caparosckas-29. VIcnonp30BaH YHHBSPCATb-
HBIH, KOMMCPUYCCKHI TOP(OTPYHT.
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YCTaHOBJICHO, UTO B 3aMKHYTOH, MMPO3PAYHOH SMKOCTH (HA 5 THTPOB) BIAXKHOCTH MOYBHI B HHTEpBaAC 40-60 %
B CPaBHCHHH C BJIKHOCTBHIO MO4BHI 20 %, oOccrednBacT Iy4IIyI0 BCXOXKECTh CEMSH M POCT CESHIEB Arfemisia
diffusa, Agropyron pectiniforme u Triticum aestivum, copr CapaToBckas-29.

B mCTIBITAHHBIX 3aMKHY THIX EMKOCTSX CIICAYET HCIOJIb30BATh BIAKHOCTD 00PasLoB MOYBHI, paBHYIo 40 %, mpu
OTHOCHTETIFHO KOPOTKOM IIepuoje mccnenoBanuid pacrenuil (30 cytok). [Ipm Oonee AnuTeIbHOM NEPHOAC HCCIC-
JOBAHUH BO3MOXKHO HCIIOJIb30BAHKE ITOUBBI C BIAXKHOCTHIO 70 60 %, M0 CKOIBKO CO BPEMEHEM H3IIHUIICK BOJBI yC-
BaWBACTCA PACTYIMUMHU PACTCHHUIMHA.

3aMKHYTas, MPO3PAYHAST €MKOCTh MOYKET CIY)KHTh MOJCTBIO 3AMKHYTOW 3KOCHCTEMBI, TO €CTh CHCTEMBI, HE
MIPEANONAraromeH Kakoro-moO0 OOMEHAa BEHICCTBOM C BHEIIHEH CPEAOH 3aMKHYTHIX eMKOCTeH. Takme cucTeMbl
MPSACTABIIIIOT HAYYHBII HHTCPSC W MOTYT OBITh HMCMOIB30BAHBI AN HCCICAOBAHWA BIHSHHA JCTYIHX (Ta30-
00OPa3HBIX) COCTMHCHHI HA PACTCHHUS.

O0nmacth NPUMCHCHHUA. METO 3aMKHY ThIX EMKOCTCH HAXOOUT MPUMCHCHHC B HCCICAOBAHUH BIIAAHUA JICTYIHUX,
ra3000pa3HBIX BEIIECTB HA POCT M PA3BUTHE PACTCHHUH B JTAOOPATOPHBIX YCIOBHAX. Pe3ynbTarsl 3T0H paboTsl OyayT
HCTIOJIb30BAHbI IPU MOJACTUPOBAHUH 3KOCHCTEMBI LIeHTpanpbHOro Kazaxcrana B CBS3U C 3arpsA3HCHUEM OKPYKAFOIICH
CpEAbl ICTYIMMH, BBICOKOTOKCHIHBIMHA KOMIIOHCHTAMH PAKCTHOTO TOIJIMBA, BOSHUKAIOIIUMHU B PE3YIbTATEC ACATCIIb-
HOCTH KocMoapoma baiikoHyp.

K/mio1ueBnbie ¢/10BA: 3aMKHYTHIE €MKOCTH, IPOPOCTAHUE CEMSH, BIAXKHOCTb IMTOYUBBL
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