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THE RELATION OF PRODUCTIVE LONGEVITY OF LITHUANIAN
HEAVY DRAFT MARES WITH THE UDDER CAPACITY

Abstract. The intensity of mare's milk secretion is closely related to the accumulation and removal of it through
the mammary glands. Studies of the udder capacity of the Lithuanian heavy draft mares were carried out at the
breeding koumiss complex of ZAO Semenovsky breeding plant. In mares of the Lithuanian breed, the udder capacity
was the highest among the draft horse breeds: the average udder capacity was 3.01+0.04 kg, and the maximum udder
capacity was 4.75 kg of milk.

The udder capacity of mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed varied during the day, the lactation and the
ontogenesis of mares, it was determined more by genetic factors - the coefficient of heritability of this trait was 0.60.
The maximum duration of economic use of the Lithuanian draft mares was 23 years, during which the maximum
lifelong milk yield reached 88138 kg, and the milk yield for the highest lactation was 8576 kg of milk.

It was found that the udder capacity is positively correlated with the milk yield of mares. The correlation
coefficient between the udder capacity and the lifetime milk yield of mare of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed was
positive and significant r = +0.67. Studies have been conducted to determine the possibility of using this indicator for
the selection of animals with long-term economic use and a high lifetime milk yield. It was found that it is possible
during the first lactation to select mares by the udder capacity, distinguishing by the period of economic use and high
lifetime milk yield.

Keywords: dairy horse breeding, udder capacity, milk yield per lactation, correlation, period of economic use,
lifetime milk yield.

Introduction. The most important feature of mares lactation is the continuous lactogenesis with
periodic emptying of the udder during milking or sucking by foal. The intensity of mare's milk secretion is
closely related to the accumulation and removal of it through the mammary glands since the udder
capacity of mares is about ten times smaller than that of cows [1]. The dairy productivity of mares is
directly related to the udder capacity and its milk-forming ability [2]. Mares with a larger udder have
higher dairy productivity and, therefore, should be used for a longer period as productive animals [3].

Aim and objectives of the research. The aim of this study was to investigate the udder capacity of
mares and the possibility to extend the period of economic use of mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft
breed by selecting animals, including the morphological traits of the udder.

To achieve this aim, there were objectives of investigating the udder capacity of the Lithuanian heavy
draft mares comparing with other heavy breeds, and the relation of the udder capacity with the duration of
economic use and the lifetime dairy production of animals.

Materials and methods of research. The research was carried out on the breeding koumiss complex
of ZAO Semenovsky Breeding Plant of the Mari El Republic. The samples include data on 122 mares of
the Lithuanian heavy draft breed, which were rejected from the broodstock of the complex from 2000 to
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2013. Accounting for milk yields from dairy mares was carried out by the method of control milking,
conducted twice a month, the daily milk yield was determined by Saigin formula [2]. The period of
economic use (PEU) of mares was determined from the moment of the first foaling to rejection from
the broodstock or forced slaughter of the animal. The age of the studied mares in lactation ranged from 1
to 21 lactation. The maximum udder capacity (MUC) and the physiological udder capacity (PUC) of
mares were determined according to F L. Garkavy [4] in the modification of E. Chirgin [5]. To determine
the physiological udder capacity, the mares were milked out after skipping one milking, that is, the gap
between the milkings was specially extended from two to four hours so that the udder was completely
filled with milk [5]. The determination was carried out on the second or third month of lactation when the
udder capacity of the mares was maximum.

Research results. The udder capacity, or the ability of animals to accumulate large amounts of milk
in between milkings, is important for dairy productivity of mares. The fact is that the capacitive system of
the mare's udder is relatively small compared to that of cows, but a milk production per day is about 20-40
kg, comparable to amount of milk in cow's udder [2, 5]. An objective criterion for assessing the deve-
lopment of glandular tissue and udder capacity are daily and one-time milk yields of mares. In cattle
breeding, along with the concept of “maximum udder capacity”, which means “absolute maximum?™,
Azimov G.I. introduced the concept of “physiological udder capacity” (PUC), which meant the maximum
udder capacity at a given time interval or, in a manner of speaking, the “relative maximum”™ of the udder
capacity [6]. We determined the physiological udder capacity for mares of three heavy draft breeds that
were milked at ZAQO Semenovsky breeding plant (table 1).

Table 1 — Average udder capacity for mares of some heavy draft breeds

Horse breed an 1111’1 als Average udder capacity, kg mI;1111-nnl1taX 12(; g/‘(’)’
Russian heavy draft 150 2.5440.04 1.35-4.00 045 17.72
Lithuanian heavy draft 169 3.01+0.04 1.90-4.75 045 14.95
Soviet heavy draft 101 2.87+0.16 1.90-4.50 0.75 26.13

In our studies, the average udder capacity of the Lithuanian mare was 3.01+£0.04 kg of milk, which is
18.5% higher than the figures of the Russian heavy draft breed and by 4.88% higher than the same
indicator in Soviet heavy draft mares [7]. The variability of the udder capacity in Lithuanian draft mares
was lower than that of Russian and Soviet heavy draft mares and was equal to 14.95%, indicating a greater
stabilization of this trait in Lithuanian mares. The maximum udder capacity (MUC) taken into account in
Lithuanian draft mares reached 4.75 kg of milk, which is an absolute record among mares of all breeds
used for milk production. In terms of the maximum udder capacity, the Lithuanian mares exceeded
Russian mares (4.00 kg) and Soviet ones (4.50 kg), despite the fact that the latter had significantly larger
udder and nipple measurements [8]. The correlation coefficient between the physiological udder capacity
and the maximum udder capacity was significant and amounted to +0.70 for the Lithuanian mare.

In our studies, the capacity of the udder of mares varied during the day, the lactation and the onto-
genesis of animals [9]. During the day, the largest udder capacity of a mare of the Lithuanian breed was
observed in between 5 and 8 am of local time.

After foaling during three weeks, the udder capacity of the mares enlarged rapidly due to hypertrophy
of the milk alveoli and the disappearance of puffiness and reached a maximum during this lactation. Then,
over the course of five to six months of lactation, the udder capacity changed little, and towards the end of
lactation, it began to decrease quickly, about 1.5-2.0 months before the takeoff due to the restructuring of
the mammary glands.

In the process of ontogenesis, the physiological udder capacity of a mare of the Lithuanian breed
increased by the fifth lactation. The udder capacity of Lithuanian mares from the first to the second
lactation increased intensively - by 17% at once. Then it increased with cach lactation by 6-8% on
average, up to the fifth lactation. From the fifth to the 10-12 lactations, the udder capacity remained
approximately at the same level, and then gradually began to decline. The udder capacity of mares
decreased by about 15-20% by the 1618 lactations.

— ] ——
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The high correlation calculated by us (+0.79+0.03) of the physiological udder capacity of mares with
the calculated daily milk yield indicates that the udder capacity largely determines the amount of milk
produced by animals. Between the physiological udder capacity and the average one-time milk yield of
mares, the correlation coefficient was +0.80+0.02. These data confirmed the close relation between milk
yield and udder capacity. Mares' milk yields reflect the capacity of their udder and the amount of glandular
tissue in the udder.

The relation between the maximum udder capacity of the mares, the calculated daily milk yield and
the calculated milk yield per lactation was determined using big data of factual material (table 2).

Table 2 — Relation between the maximum udder capacity of the Lithuanian heavy draft mares and
their calculated milk yield per day and per lactation

) Udder capacity of mares, kg
Indicators
1.50-1.99 | 2.00-2.49 | 2.50-2.99 | 3.00-3.49 | 3.50-3.99 | 4.00-4.49 | 4.50-5.00
Egalculated il yield e dag, 15-19 20-24 2529 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-50
lcailtzglgfigmk yield per 2800-3500 | 3700-4400 | 4500-5400 | 5500-6400 | 6500-7300 | 7400-8200 | 8300-9200

In our opinion, knowing the maximum udder capacity of mares, using the data in this table, it is
possible to predict what amount of yield per lactation a particular animal or group of mares can have
according to their average udder capacity. We believe that the functional udder capacity is a relative value
since it depends on environmental conditions and the physiological state of the animal.

The maximum udder capacity is predicated mainly upon the genotype of the animal. In mares of the
Lithuanian breed, the heritability coefficient of the maximum udder capacity averaged 0.60, while in
individual families of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed it varied from 0.70 to 0.95. The frequency of
occurrence of this feature in the Lithuanian mare of the heavy breed was also high equaled 0.88.
Therefore, we believe that the maximum udder capacity of mares can be a remarkable breeding indicator
in dairy horse breeding. A simplicity of determining the udder capacity makes this indicator a universal
selection tool in the industry. [10].

Horses like late-ripening and infertile animals have a rather high individual value. Therefore,
economically valuable animals in terms of breeding and production should be used as long as possible. It
can be assumed that mares with a more capacious udder have a higher milk yield, and, consequently, a
higher level of metabolism and higher viability. These animals, therefore, should have a higher lifetime
yield.

To verify this hypothesis, we selected 122 mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed, rejected from
the broodstock from 2000 to 2013. The following indicators were determined in these animals: the period
of economic use (PEU), number of lactations, lifetime milk yield, average milk yield per lactation and
milk yield for the highest lactation (table 3). The number of lactations in mares turned out to be less than
the average years of PEU, about 20%, which in this case is understandable since the mare is removed from
the milking in case of illness or death of the foal. In highly productive mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft
breed, on average, about 5% of foals die every year, according to our data, and from 12 to 18% of
offspring are susceptible to various discases. In the average sample, the average milk yield per lactation

Table 3 — Period of economic use, lifetime milk yield and other indicators of mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed

Indicators anill?lals L m%nlfﬁitax ° g/‘:)’
PEU, years 122 6.50+0.37 1-23 4.83 74.25
Lactations, n 122 5.38+0.32 1-21 4.10 76.14
Lifetime milk yield, kg 122 21200.08+1390.70 940-88138 18025.59 85.03
Average milk yield per lactation, kg 122 3727.72+£76.18 940.00-5839.67 987.42 26.49
Milk yield for the highest lactation, kg 122 4611.71+£106.28 940-8576 1377.54 29.87
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was 3,727.72 kg and the milk yield for the highest lactation was 4,611.71 kg, while the best milk yield for
the highest lactation was 8576 kg of milk. To achieve this result, there was an extreme rejection of low-
productive mares, after the first lactation 18.67% of mares were rejected, after the second lactation -
15.05% of mares and after the third lactation - 10.24% of all mares. But dairy productivity does not
directly affect the period of economic use of mares [11]. On the contrary, it is usually more productive
animals that leave the herd for various reasons. Therefore, the variability of such traits as the period of
economic use of mares, the number of lactations and the lifetime milk yield of mares were very high
74.25-85.03%.

To determine how the udder capacity of mares affected the period of economic use (PEU) and their
lifetime productivity, all animals were divided into six groups depending on the value of their udder
capacity: in the first group with a capacity below 2.0 kg, in the second group - from 2.0 to 2.49 kg, in the
third group - from 2.50 to 2.99 kg, in the fourth group - from 3.00 to 3.49 kg, in the fifth group - from 3.50
to 3, 99 kg, in the sixth group with the udder capacity of more than 4.00 kg of milk. The results of the
investigation are presented in table 4.

Table 4 — Relation between the udder capacity of the Lithuanian draft mares,
their lifelong milk yield and period of economic use

Groups n, PEU, Lactations, Lifetime milk yield, Average highest yield, Average milk yield
animals. years n kg ke per lactation, kg
1 7 2.57 1.86 5162.57 2370.00 2775.58
2 44 6.16 5.02 18087.60 4335.09 3603.11
3 27 7.48 6.07 23497.11 5102.33 3871.02
4 30 10.63 8.70 37042.53 5672.03 4257.76
5 11.67 1022 46271.89 5728.67 4527.58
6 5 13.80 11.80 49115.40 5858.80 4162.32

The table shows a clear trend that with enlarging the udder capacity, the period of economic use
of mares increased from 2.57 vears to 13.8 and the lifetime milk yield increased from 5162.57 to
49115.40 kg of milk. A particularly noticeable increase in both investigated traits was observed in mares
with the udder capacity of more than 2.50 kg. The correlation coefficient between the udder capacity and
the lifetime milk yield for the Lithuanian heavy draft mares was +0.67. The highest yield also rose as the
udder capacity of the mares of the Lithuanian breed increased. The average milk yield per lactation in
mares with the udder capacity of more than 4.00 kg even decreased by 8.78% compared with the previous
group of animals. In the last group of mares, lifetime milk yield increased due to growth in the number of
lactations.

The Lithuanian heavy draft mares with the udder capacity from 2.50 kg to 4.75 kg were distinguished
by a longer period of economic use, the highest lifetime milk yield and higher average milk yield per
lactation. A clear relation has been established between the udder capacity, the period of economic use and
the lifetime milk yield of mares [12]. Consequently, it is already possible during the first lactation to select
mares according to the udder capacity, which are distinguished by long-term economic use and high
lifetime milk yield.

Conclusions.

1. In mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed, the udder capacity was the highest among the draft
horse breeds: the average udder capacity was 3.01+0.04 kg, and the maximum udder capacity was 4.75 kg
of milk.

2. In mare of the Lithuanian breed, a close positive relation was found between the udder capacity
and daily milk yield (r=+0.79+0.03), between the udder capacity and one-time milk yield (r=+0.80+0.02),
therefore, milk yield of mares was mainly determined by the udder capacity .

3. The udder capacity of the Lithuanian mares varied during the day, the lactation and the ontogenesis
and it was determined more by genetic factors - the heritability coefficient of this trait was 0.60.

4. The maximum duration of economic use of the mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed was 23
years, during which time the maximum lifetime milk yield reached 88138 kg, and the milk yield for the
highest lactation was 8576 kg.
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5. A clear relation was established between the udder capacity on the one hand and the period of
economic use and the lifetime milk yield of mares on the other hand. The correlation coefficient between
the udder capacity and the lifetime milk yield for a mare of the Lithuanian breed was positive and
significant =+0.67.

6. The Lithuanian heavy draft mares with larger udder capacity have high dairy productivity and
longer economic use. Consequently, during the first lactation, it is possible to select such mares according
to the udder capacity, which will differ by a long period of economic use and high lifetime milk yield.
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JIATBA AYBIP ’)KYK TAPTATBIH KbLJIKbI TYKbIMbIHBIH
EMIIEI'T CBIMBIMABLIBIFBIHBIH OHIMALIIK ¥Y3AKTHBIF BIMEH BAUJIAHBICHI

AnnoTtanust. JKbIIKbI CYTIHIH CEKPEIIICHIHBIH KAPKBIHABLIBIFBI CYT O€3ACpiH/Ie )KUHAIY BIMCH JKOHE OHBbI IIIbI-
FAPYMCH THIFBI3 OAMIaHBICTHI. JIMTBANBIK AYBIPJKYK TApTAThIH TYKBIMABI SKbIIKBLIAPABIH >KCIIH CHIHBIMIBIIBIFBIH
3eprrey Oofipmmma 3eprreyiep 3.A. CeMCHOBCKHIIIH AChUT TYKBIMIBI KBIMBI3ABI KCIICHIHAC OTKI3LIIi. JINTBATBIK
aybIp >KYK TapTaThIH >KbLIKbUIAPBIHBIH SKEJIIH CHIHBIMIBLIBIFBI OACKA ayBIP *KYK TAPTATHIH JKbUIKBIIBIAP APACHIHAA €H
SKOFApBI; OPTAIma CHIHBIMIBLIBIK 3,01+0,04 Kr, ai sKOFapFbl KepceTkir 4,75 kr. JIuTBa TYKBIMBIHBIH KCIIIH CHIHBIM-
JIBLTBIFBI TOYJIIK IMIHAC ©3TCPi, TAKTAIMSA KIHC OHTOTCHE3 TCHCTHKATBIK (DAKTOPIAPMCH AHBIKTAIIBI - OCHI CPEKIIC-
TKTiH Myparepiik ko3(¢uuuenti 0,60 Oonmsr. [TlapyanmbiiblkTa €H y3aK KOJJAHBICHI 23 KbUI, COJ apanbIKra
eMipiik caysiH 88138 Kr Kypasl, al ¢H >KOFAPFHI JakTanusa 8576 kr Kypaasl. JKemiH CRIHBIMIBLIBIFBI JKBLTKBIHBIH
CaybIHBIMCH TiKeIICH OaliaHbIcTa ekeHiH OaliKanblk. Koppemims ko3()(pHIUCeHT >KelTiH CHIHBIMIBIIBIFE MCH OMIPIIK
caybIHMCH OaIaHBICHI OH KOPCETKIM KopceTTi T = +0,67. by kepceTKIMTI y3aK YakbIT MIapyarbLIbIK Ak anany 1a
JKOHE OMIPIIK CYT SHIMILNIr 0ap >kaHyapnapasl TaHaay YIIH HMaiaagaHy MYMKIHZAITIH aHBIKTAY YIOIH 3EPTTEYyJIep
SKYPTI3LTAL. AJFAIIKeI JAKTAIM KE31HAC Y3aK YAaKbIT OOHBI APy aIIbLIBIKTA AWIANAHY SKOHE CYTTIH JKOFApBI OMip-
JK JCHICHIMCH CPEKINCICHETIH KbUIKBIIAPIbI TAHIAY MYMKIHZIITI Oap €KCHI AaHBIKTAIBL.

Tyiiin cesmep: >KbUIKBI CYT INAPYAIIBUIBIFBI, CMIICK CBHIHBIM BHIMCHH, JAKTALMSA KE3IHII CAyBIH, KOPPEIIILILL,
[IApyaIIbUIBIK KOJIIAHAC Y3aKTHIFBL, OMIPIIK CAyBIH.
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B3AUMOCBA3b NPOAYKTHBHOI'O TOJITOJIETHA KOBBLI
JIMTOBCKOMU TAKEJOBO3HOU INTOPOABI C EMKOCTBIO UX BBIMEHHA

Annotamus, UHTCHCHBHOCTD CCKPSIHH KOOBLTBETO MOJIOKA TSCHO CBA3aHA C HAKOIICHUCM M BBIBSACHHCM CTO
W3 MOJOYHBIX jkene3. Ha mmemeHHOM KymbicHOM koMmIuiekce 3AO I13 «CemcHOBCKHIDY OBUIH TMPOBCIACHBI HC-
CJICIOBAHHUS MO M3YUCHHUIO CMKOCTH BBIMCHH KOOBLT JINTOBCKOH TSKCIOBO3HOHM MOPOABL. Y KOOBLT THTOBCKOH TSDKC-
JOBO3HOM TIOPOIBI EMKOCTh BBIMCHH OBIIa CAMOM BBICOKOI CPEAM TSHKEIOBO3HBIX MOPO JOMANCH: CPEAHAT EMKOCTh
BbIMEHU cocTaBiiia 3,014+0,04 kr, a MAaKCHMAaIbHAS €MKOCTh BBIMEHH PaBHAIACH 4,75 Kr MOJIOKA. EMKOCTh BBIMEHH
KOOBLT THTOBCKOH TSKCJIOBO3HOM MOPOIBI M3MCHAIACH B TCUCHHC CYTOK, JTAKTAIMH M OHTOTCHE3a KOOBLT H ICTCP-
MHHHPOBAIACH B OOBIICH CTCTIICHH TCHCTHUCCKHMHE (DaKTOpaMu — KO3(PPHUIHCHT HACICAYCMOCTH 3TOTO MPH3HAKA
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cocraByan 0,60. MakcuMaabHAS MPOAODKHTCIBHOCTD XO3SMICTBEHHOTO HCIMOJB30BAHMA KOOBLT IHTOBCKOM TSDKETIO-
BO3HOM MOPO/BI COCTABIAIA 23 T0Ja, 32 3TO BPeMs MAKCHMAIbHBIN MOKH3HCHHBIN Y10l gocturan 88138 kr, a ymoit
32 HAMBBICIIYIO JAKTAUIO COCTABIALT 8576 Kr MOJOKA. BBIICHMIM, YTO €MKOCTh BBIMCHH MOJIOKHTEIBHO KOppe-
THpyeT ¢ yaoeM koObiT. Koa(hhuumeHT Koppemunn MSKIY SMKOCTBIO BEIMCHH W MOKH3HCHHBIM YIOCM Y KOOBLT
JUTOBCKOH TSLKCIOBO3HOH TMOPOABI OBLT MOJIOKUTCIBHBIM H 3HAYHTCTBHEIM T = +0,607. BBUM MPOBEACHBI HCCICIO-
BaHUA TO OMPSACIACHHUIO BO3MOYKHOCTH HCIOJIB30BAHHA 3TOTO MOKA3ATCIA A O0TOOPA KHBOTHBIX C JTHTCIHHBIM
TICPHOIOM XO3SHCTBEHHOTO HUCTIOIB30BAHUS H BRICOKHM MOKU3HCHHBIM YAOCM. BBII0 YCTAHOBICHO, UTO MOYKHO YIKE
BO BPCMS MICPBOH JTAKTANHH OTOMPATH MO SMKOCTH BBIMCHH KOOBLT, OTIHYAFOLIHXCS TMPOIOKATCIBHBIM TICPHOIOM
XO3IHCTBCHHOTO HCIIOTB30BAHAA H BRICOKHM TIOKH3HCHHBIM YI0CM.

KmodeBnie ¢10BA: MOIOYHOC KOHCBOJICTBO, CMKOCTh BBIMCHH, YIOH 32 JAKTALHIO, KOPPCIALHA, TPOIOJDKH-
TEIBHOCTh XO3SMMUCTBEHHOTO UCIOJIb30BAHUS, IOKU3HEHHBIN Y10,
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