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ENERGY-EFFICIENT FREQUENCY CONVERTER
FOR INDUCTION HEATING

Abstract. This article considers an energy-efficient frequency converter for induction heating, which consists
of two power transistors, which increases the coefficient of performance and reduces the cost of the frequency con-
verter. This provides a high frequency of current from several kHz to hundreds of kHz. The operating principle of the
frequency converter is described.
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Induction heating is a method of contactless heating of electrically conductive materials (metals) by
high-frequency currents of high power with the help of frequency converters, the efficiency of which does
not exceed 60-80%.

The purpose of the research is to develop a frequency converter for induction heating with the most
efficient use of energy consumed with high efficiency and low cost.

Induction heating is used to heat the technological equipment (oil pipeline, pipeline, tank, etc.),
heating the metal, fluids, desiccation of coatings, materials (e¢.g. wood) [1]. The most important parameter
of the induction heating installation is the frequency. For each process, there is an optimal frequency
range, which provides the best technological and economic indicators. The frequencies from 50 Hz to 5
MHz are used for induction heating of the metal.

The main device of the induction heater is a frequency converter, which consists of a rectifier and an
inverter. Depending on the power and frequency, the inverter is assembled from thyristors or transistors
[2,3].

Currently, frequency converters use power transistors, and inverters perform on four transistors,
which, with a high switching frequency of transistors and with large inductive load currents, increases the
frequency converter losses. This reduces efficiency and increases the ventilation power, which leads to a
significant increase in the mass-size dimensions of the frequency converter and a decrease in power in the
inductor.

The frequency converter for induction heating with the smallest number of transistors and high
efficiency is developed in the article, when it is connected to three-phase power supplies. Scientific
recency is the number of transistors reduction to two, which increases the efficiency, which results in
saving energy and reducing the cost of the frequency converter.

Figure 1 shows a scheme of frequency converters for induction heating. Frequency converter for
induction heating, contains two three-phase rectifiers, two switches on transistors, a high-frequency
transformer with two primary and one secondary winding and inductor (Fig. 1). The input of the frequency
converter is supplied with an alternating three-phase voltage, which is converted into two constant-voltage
sources by two three-phase rectifiers, one has a direct polarity and the other has a reverse polarity. These
two sources of direct voltage are turned on against each other (figure 1).

The three-phase rectifier 1 is connected to the first primary winding W; of the high-frequency
transformer through the first transistor switch T, and the second three-phase rectifier 2 is connected to the
second primary winding W, of the high-frequency transformer through the second transistor switch T, the
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Figure 1 — Diagram of the frequency converter on two JGBT transistors

secondary winding W of the transformer being connected to an inductor with a number of turns W, and,
and three-phase rectifiers are powered by a three-phase power supply.

Three-phase rectifiers convert the three-phase voltage into a constant voltage, and the transistor
switches T; and T, convert the DC voltage into an alternating single-phase voltage of the required fre-
quency fn. The transformer lowers the alternating voltage of the high frequency to the required value. The
secondary winding of the transformer is connected to the inductor.

The frequency converter for induction heating operates in the following way. The three-phase
rectifier 1 converts the three-phase voltage into a constant direct polarity voltage (figure 1), and the three-
phase rectifier 2 converts the three-phase voltage to a constant reverse polarity voltage, these sources
being interdependently connected to one another.

When switching on the transistor switch Ty, the DC voltage of the three-phase rectifier 1 is connected
to the first primary winding W, of the high-frequency transformer and the current flows through the
winding W; to the time tl (figure 2). Thus, a positive half-wave of the input voltage of the primary
winding W, of the high-frequency transformer is formed.

At time t1, the transistor switch T; is turned off and the transistor switch T is turned on. In this case,
the DC voltage of the three-phase rectifier 2 is connected to the second primary winding W, of the high-
frequency transformer and a reverse polarity current flows through the winding W to the time instant t,
(figure 2). Thus, a negative half-wave of high-frequency transformer primary W, winding input voltage is
formed.
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The frequency of the frequency converter voltage for induction heating is determined by the known
formula:

1

where T is the voltage period of the frequency converter.

It is known that at a high frequency of voltage, the weight and size dimensions of a high-frequency
transformer are reduced, so a frequency converter for induction heating of an oil pipeline will have low
weight and dimensions. In addition, the frequency converter is made on two transistors and the electrical
losses on the transistors will be less accordingly, which will lead to an increase in the efficiency of the
frequency converter, in comparison with the analogue and reducing the cost of the entire frequency
converter.

The core of the article is that an improved design of the frequency converter on two JGBT transistors
is proposed. At the same time, the design is simpler and more technological for the manufacture and can
be made for a specific case. In addition, the developed technology and design methods allow creating an
individual induction heater for a particular type of heating process [3].

In figure 1, the frequency converter is connected to the windings of the inductor inside, which is a
metal round billet. At the same time, high-frequency current flows through these windings of the inductor,
which forms a variable magnetic flux. The variable magnetic flux, crossing the metal walls of the metal,
according to the law of electromagnetic induction, induces in it an electromotive force, under the influence
of which, an alternating electric current will flow. This current will also heat the metal to the desired
temperature.

A prototype of a frequency converter was developed and manufactured. Figure 3 shows a prototype
of a frequency converter with a power of 6 kW at frequencies from 2 to 20 kHz. In the frequency
converter, the source is a three-phase 380 V power system, of industrial frequency. The frequency
converter is implemented on IGBT transistors. The control system is implemented on the logical elements
of the mathematical apparatus of the software complex. The rectifier was made on the basis of a bridge
with a six-pulse rectification circuit. To match the voltage and galvanic isolation, a double-wound high-
frequency power transformer was used.
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Figure 3 — Process of induction surface heating of metal with a 120 mm diameter at a frequency of 20 kHz
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The results of the experimental study showed that the prototype of the frequency converter works
stably, produces the specified technical characteristics. Figure 3 shows the process of induction surface
heating of a metal with a 120 mm diameter at a frequency of 20 kHz. This is done to show that the
frequency converter only heats the metal surface at a frequency of 20 kHz, with the heating temperature
reaching 800 degrees. It is not necessary to heat the oil pipeline to such a temperature, it is sufficient to
heat the oil to a temperature of 50 degrees.

It should be especially emphasized that the greatest use of clectromagnetic energy will be if the
power factor of the inductor is close to one. This can be achieved if a compensating capacitor bank is
connected in parallel with the inductor. The compensating battery of capacitors and the inductor form a
loading oscillatory circuit in which the reactive energy stored in the magnetic field of the inductor is
transferred to the capacitors, passing into the energy of the electric field.

Thus, a frequency converter for induction heating must have an output frequency range within 2-20
kHz. The depth of induction field penetration in this frequency range is 2-5 mm, again depending on the
frequency. If further heating is required in the depth of the part, the heating time increases.
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H. T. Ucem0eprenor, A, H. Aixncarora
K. H. Corbacs aTsrHmars! Kazak YITTHIK TCXHHKATBIK YHHBEPCHTETI, AmMaTsl , Kasakcran

YHEPTUSHLIH HHAYKIWSUILIK KBI3BIPYFA APHAJIFAH
YHEPTUSCHIHBLIH THIMII CHIIATTAMACEI

AnnoTtamust. Makanaga KyaTrTsl TPAH3HCTOPAAH TYPATHIH WHAYKIMATBIK KBI3ABIPY VINIH 3HCPTHSAHBI YHEM-
JEHTIH >KHLTIKTI TYPISHIIPTIII KAPaCTHIPHIIAIBL, O THIMAUTIKTI apTTHIPAIbI KOHE JKUUIIKTI TYPICHIIPTIMTIH KYHbIH
temeHzeredl. byn Oipreme k[ 11 - »ky3aereH K[ -Ke JeHiHTI TOK >KHUITIH KaMTaMacsl3 eremi. JKuimik TypieHaipri-
IIiHIH KYMBIC TIPHHIIHII CHIIATTAIFAH.

Tyiiin ce3aep: MHIYKIMSUIBIK >KbUTY, XKUIUTIKTI TYPIACHAIPTINL, TPAH3UCTOP, SHEPTH THIMALIITI skone [TOK.

H. T. Hceméeprenos, A. H. AixncaroBa
Kazaxckuii HanMOHANEHBIN HCCIEA0BATEIBCKIH TexHIueckni yrusepeureT M. K. M. Carmaesa
SHEPTO3®BEKTUBHBIN MPEOBPA3OBATEIb YACTOTHI JJIA HHAYKIIMOHHOI'O HATPEBA

Annoramusi. B crarbe paccmarpmBaeTcs 3HEProdpekTHBHBIN MPeoOpa30BaTENb YACTOTHl I HHAYKIHMOH-
HOTO HArpeBa, KOTOPBIH COCTOMT W3 JABYX CHIOBBIX TPAH3HUCTOPOB, uto moBbmmacT KIT/l m CHmWKaeT CTOMMOCTH
mpeobpazoBaremnst 4acToThl. [Ipu 3TOM 0OecreynBaeTCs BBICOKAS 4acTOTA TOKA OT HECKOJNBKUX Kl Il 10 coTHH Kl .
Omucan npHHIMIT PAOOTH MPEOOPA30BATEII YaCTOTHL

Kimio1ueBbie ci10Ba: WHIYKIHOHHBIH HATPEB, MPEOOPA30BATEIb YACTOTHI, TPAH3UCTOP, FHEProdIPPeKTHBHOCTE U
KITJ.
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