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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
UNDER THE LEGISLATION
OF UKRAINE AND THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND:
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE MAIN FEATURES

Abstract. Environmental protection plays an important role in the activities of each citizen individually and in
the community as a whole.

The article provides a comparative analysis of some aspects of environmental protection under the legislation of
Ukraine and the Republic of Poland. The concept of environmental objects in the two countries studied is inves-
tigated. The main normative legal acts concerning the protection of the environment of Ukraine and the Republic of
Poland are characterized. The main areas of focus on environmental protection are explored. The similarities bet-
ween such spheres in Ukraine and the Republic of Poland are reflected. The necessity of the existence of bilateral
agreements for both states to ensure co-operation and exchange of experience between the states has been proved.

In the course of the study, it was found out that there is a close understanding of the main priorities of environ-
mental protection activities in Ukraine and the Republic of Poland. The example of the Republic of Poland, as one of
the Member States of the European Union, reflects the need to involve the experience of environmental law of the
European Union. The necessity of the existence of three levels of institutional mechanism in the field of envi-
ronmental protection: general, special and functional has been investigated.

The main environmental protection measures that Ukraine will be able to implement in the coming years are
identified, the main ones being: exchange of information and technologies, environmental monitoring, creation of a
system of rational use of nature, exchange of experience in the field of improvement of management and legal regu-
lation in the field of environmental protection improving the environmentally friendly waste storage and use system
and others.

Key words: environment, environmental protection, bilateral agreements in the field of environmental pro-
tection, World Environment Day.

Relevance. Not so long ago, Ukraine traditionally celebrated with the whole world - World Environ-
ment Day (June 5). Such a day is a world-class event celebrated in more than 100 countries. Environ-
mental protection is a basic priority of everyone without exception of the state. After all, the level of
environmental protection will certainly be linked to it is impact on the whole world.

Environmental protection is a new form of interaction between people and nature. Such interaction is
manifested primarily in the system of certain state or social measures, which may include: international,
educational, administrative, economic, or technological. Such activities are aimed at the full interaction of
nature and society as a whole, the reproduction and conservation of natural resources or existing environ-
mental societies for future generations. Today, environmental problems are one of the most important or
even of the highest priority, determining the level of well-being for the whole world civilization, including
for Ukraine.

Quite often, Ukraine learns certain skills and competences from the European countries of the world,
because in comparison it is possible to find ways to solve problems that not only Ukraine faces. Inves-
tigating international environmental experience should pay attention to countries that have similar climatic
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conditions, natural resources and other environmental indicators. One of these countries, on the European
continent, is the Republic of Poland, which will be the subject of our comparative study.

The comparative analysis of certain aspects of environmental protection became the subject of
consideration of the following Ukrainian scientists and became a reflection in their works: V.I. Andreyt-
seva, M.M. Brinchuk, M.I. Vasilyeva, A L. Dubovik, B.V. Erofeeva, V.V. Kostitsky, M.V. Krasnova,
V.V. Antonyuk, V.I. Lozo, N.R. Malysheva, Y.S. Shemshenko and others.

Main points. As carly as 1972 (December 15), the UN General Assembly proclaimed June 5, every
year, as World Environment Day. The motive for proclaiming such a day was the request sent on 11 May
1971 to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The petition was signed by 2200 figures of science
and culture, representing about 23 countries. Figures warned that humanity was in real danger of being
polluted by the environment.

Considering environmental protection in the Republic of Poland, one should first of all have an idea
of what the objects of protection will be. The first law of the Republic of Poland concerning environ-
mental protection "is the Law of the Republic of Poland" On Nature Conservation "of March 10, 1934,
which recognized as objects only those that can be used by humans and wildlife objects, respectively , are
not subject to such legal protection [1, p. 94].

The current Law of the Republic of Poland "On Environmental Protection" of April 16, 2004 attri-
butes the following objects to the objects of protection: 1.“Ecosystems; 2. Natural resources; 3. Natural
objects; 4. Ozone layer of the earth, microorganisms, genetic fund; 5. Life and health of people [2].

Considering the priorities of Polish environmental policy, it is worth it focus on sustainable deve-
lopment ideas presented in the environmental strategy of both the European Union and Poland. Poland has
enshrined the principle of sustainable environmental development and adheres to a key environmental
policy priority that is universally recognized and binding on all EU countries, namely the prevention of
environmental pollution through environmental predictability and prudence through the use of "The Best
Avable" technologies, which is Best Avable Technology - the application of those production methods
that at the present level of scientific and technical knowledge make it possible to guarantee the highest
environmental safety.

The Republic of Poland, being a member of the European Union, adheres to the fundamental
environmental principles that are established for all EU Member States. The strategic goal of modem EU
environmental policy is to preserve natural ecosystems, improve public health and demographics, ensure
the EU's environmental security and improve the standard of living and health of Europeans. The EU's
modern environmental policy is inextricably linked to other policies, such as social, economic, scientific
and technological ones, and therefore focuses on anthropogenic and man-made environmental activities in
the EU Member States, resulting in the so-called boomerang effect. The partnership model itself is one of
the most effective ways of increasing the weight of the EU's environmental policy internationally [3, 117].

Speaking of the Republic of Poland, it should be noted that they created the National Fund for the
Environment and Water Management (NFONSIVG), which was established as a separate legal entity in
1989 and became a truly necessary revolutionary transformation. The Fund started its operations in July
1989 in accordance with the Law of the Republic of Poland "On Environmental Protection and Forma-
tion". In addition, the Voivodship Funds for Environmental Protection and Water Management
(VFONSIVG) were established, but the status of certain legal entities was only possible in 1993 [4].

Polish scientists note that the field of environmental protection in the Republic of Poland covers three
areas:

1. The sphere of protection and rational use of natural resources (this includes land, soil, water,
forests, plants and animals);

2. Protection of specific and valuable components of the environment, valuable elements of nature
(which include national parks, nature reserves and monuments, certain especially valuable species of
animals and plants), landscaping in settlements, development of green tourism and recreation, protection
and protection of parks, resorts, and green areas in cities and villages;

3. The sphere of protection of life and health of people in the process of negative (harmful) impact on
the environment of the human environment (this area includes processing and safe disposal of waste,
vibration, utilization, radiation, protective methods against noise) [5 , 203].
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At the same time comparing the environmental protection of the Republic Poland with environmental
protection in Ukraine, it should be noted that in Ukraine, the field of environmental protection is defined
at the level of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine "On the main directions of state policy of Ukraine in the
field of environmental protection, use of natural resources”, which was adopted on March 5, 1998 years
and changes have not been made for more than 20 years. According to this Ordinance, the main priorities
of environmental protection and rational use of natural resources are: 1. "guaranteeing the ecological
safety of nuclear facilities and radiation protection of the population and the environment; 2. minimizing
the adverse effects of the Chemobyl accident; 3. improving the environmental status of Ukraine's
swimming pools and drinking water quality; 4. stabilization and improvement of ecological status in cities
and industrial centers of Donetsk -Prydniprovsky region 5. construction of new and reconstruction of
existing facilities of municipal sewage treatment facilities; 6. prevention of pollution of the Black and
Azov seas and improvement of their ecological status; 7. formation of a balanced system of nature
management and adequate structural restructuring of the production potential of the economy, 8. greening
of technologies in industry, energy, construction, agriculture, transport; 9. conservation of biological and
landscape diversity, 10. conservation case” [6].

It can be said that despite the fact that the Resolution is outdated, the main directions (arcas) of
environmental protection of the Republic of Poland and Ukraine are relevant. This is confirmed by the fact
that they include the protection and use of the environment as a whole and its individual elements. Such
elements include the protection of territories and objects of the ecological network of Ukraine, in addition
environmental protection and protection of human life.

The main specificity in the protection and environmental protection of the Republic of Poland is that,
apart from its own system of protection and protection of the environment, the Republic of Poland, as a
member of the European Union, relies on decisions taken at the level of the European Union.

The novelty concerning the methods of environmental protection was adopted on July 20, 2018 by
the Law of the Republic of Poland "On the total prohibition of importation into the territory of the country
of any kind of waste for the purpose of their disposal into the territory of the Republic of Poland" [7].

An important project of the Republic of Poland, which it implements together with the European
Union and which is directly aimed at the development of environmental education and environmental
protection is the project "Road to a clean environment”, implemented within the framework of the
Program "Infrastructure and Environment 2014-2020".

Considerable attention is also paid to the development of conservation activities and issues related to
the conservation of biodiversity of flora and fauna. Comparing Ukraine and the Republic of Poland, it can
be seen that 34.2% in the territory of the Republic of Poland are nature conservation areas, as well as
objects without taking into account the area of Natura 2000 objects. For comparison, in Ukraine the area
of objects and territories of the nature conservation fund is only 5.5% [8].

In Ukraine, in fact, a considerable number of laws and by-laws are devoted to environmental
protection. Most of them also have a strategic purpose. For example, the Law of Ukraine “On the Funda-
mental Principles (Strategy) of the State Environmental Policy of Ukraine for the Period up to 20307,
which enters into force on January 1, 2020, determines that the main objective of the state environmental
policy will be “achievement of good environmental status through the introduction of ecosystems.
approach to all areas of socio-economic development of Ukraine in order to ensure the constitutional right
of every citizen of Ukraine to a clean and safe environment, to introduce a balanced use of nature and to
conserve and restore nature of ecosystems™ [9].

It is this legislation that is based on the priority of environmental protection and contains norms that
reflect the experience of foreign countries.

The law also sets out basic tools for environmental protection. From the whole range of tools you can
distinguish the following: 1. “intersectoral partnerships and stakeholder engagement; 2. information and
communication; 3. state regulation in the field of environmental protection; 4. strategic environmental and
environmental impact assessment; 5. environmental management systems, environmental audit, environ-
mental certification and product labeling; 6. environmental accounting; 7. technical regulation and accoun-
ting in the field of environmental protection, environmental management and environmental security;
8. the legislation of Ukraine in the field of environmental protection, which is adapted to the legislation of
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the European Union, 9. education in the interests of balanced (sustainable) development; 10. economic
and financial mechanisms, including the environmental modernization of industrial enterprises by
reducing the environmental tax rate or in the form of a fixed annual amount of compensation (tax refund);
11. comprehensive monitoring of the state of the environment and supervision (control) in the field of
environmental protection, rational use, reproduction and protection of the natural environment; 12. inter-
national cooperation in the field of environmental protection and environmental protection” [8].

Ukraine, like the Republic of Poland, is also actively implementing bilateral agreements on coope-
ration in the field of environmental protection (environment), which facilitates the exchange of experience
of the states concluding such agreements.

The best example of cooperation is the Agreement between the Governments of Ukraine, the
Republic of Poland and the Republic of Belarus on the creation of a transboundary biosphere reserve
"Western Polesie”. This transboundary biosphere reserve "Western Polesie" consists of three national
biosphere reserves of each of the signatory states: 1. Shatsky (Ukraine); 2. Pribuzhsky Polesie (Belarus);
3. Western Polesie (Poland) [10].

The result of such cooperation was that in 2012 this tripartite reserve was included in the UNESCO
World Network of Biosphere Reserves of the Human and Biosphere Program.

Since the environmental audit is considered as an effect auditor, the performance of the public audit
object should be evaluated and analyzed efficiently, economically, efficiently and effectively [12].

If we consider only cooperation between Ukraine and the Republic of Poland, it is also worth
mentioning the two-party agreement on cooperation in the field of environmental protection, signed in
1994, The subject of this agreement are the following main tasks: - «exchange of experience in the field of
improvement of management and legal regulation in the field of environmental protection; - protection of
the atmosphere; - protection of surface and groundwater from pollution; - protection of wildlife, and in
particular the organization of protected natural areas, the protection of rare and endangered species of
fauna and flora; - creation of a system of rational environmental management, including at the regional
level; - interaction and exchange of experience of environmental control services; - environmental
monitoring, especially in the border areas; - Improvement of environmentally safe storage and use of
waste; - control over the transboundary movement of hazardous waste, as well as the prevention and
counteraction to the illicit circulation of this waste; - exchange of information and technologies in the field
of accident prevention and e¢limination of their consequences »[11]

Conclusions. Therefore, we can draw some logical conclusions about the recommendation for envi-
ronmental protection in Ukraine, based on the experience of a neighboring country - the Republic of
Poland.

The main measures aimed at protecting the environment for Ukraine may be: 1. Limitation of
emissions into the atmosphere and hydrosphere in order to improve the overall environmental situation;
2. Gradual increase of reserves, reserves and national parks in order to preserve natural complexes;
3. Substantial restriction of fishing and hunting of animals for the conservation of certain species;
4. Reduction of unauthorized waste disposal; 5. Use of methods of significant environmental logistics for
the purpose of total clearance from unauthorized contamination of certain territories. 6. Use of envi-
ronmental payments to give businesses the freedom to choose alternative solutions for payment for
pollution; 7. Introducing voluntary agreements between nature users and environmental inspectors;
8. System of penalties for administrative violations of environmental legislation; 9. Granting of licenses
for carrying out complex enterprise surveys and individual approaches to regulatory environmental impact
assessment.

This is only a small list of the main activities Ukraine can has implement in the next few years to
improve the environment.

Summarizing the above, it is possible to ascertain the only purpose that unites Ukraine and the
Republic of Poland is to find alternative ways and means of preserving the environment. One such tool
(perhaps even a mechanism) that is common to both countries under investigation is cooperation at the
level of governments, which is manifested in the conclusion of bilateral agreements. Such agreements are
aimed specifically at the necessary experience and exchange of useful methods that can avoid problems
arising in the field of environmental protection.
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E. B. Apremenxol, JI. FO. Tonuapyx!, B. O. Kauyp!, H. A. JIurpun’

'VkpanuHa OGHOPECY PCTAaphl MEH TAOMFATTHI HAlJaIaHy YITTHIK YHHBEPCHTETI, Kues,
ZYKpanHa MEMIICKETTIK KCICH KBI3METIHIH YHUBEPCHUTETI, [pricHb, YKpanHa

YKPAWHA KOHE IOJIBIIA PECITYBJINKACHIHBIH
3AHHAMAJIAPLIHJIA KOPIIIAFAH OPTAHBI KOPFAY:
HEI'3I'T EPEKIIETIKTEPAI CAJBICTEIPMAJEL TAJIJTAY

E. B. Apremenxko!, JI. FO. Tonuapyk!, B. 0. Kauyp!, H. A. JIurenn®

"HaiMoHaIbHbIH Y HHBEPCUTET OHOPECYPCOB H IPHPOIONOIb30BaHu YKpanHsl, Kues,
ZYHHUBEPCHUTET TOCY JAPCTBEHHOM TAMOKEHHOM C1y3KOBI YKpauHsl, IpneHb, YrpauHa

OXPAHA OKPYKAIOIIEN CPEJIbI
B 3AKOHOJATEJIbCTBAX YKPAHHBI U PECITYBJIUKH MOIbLIA:
CPABHUTEJIBHBII AHAJIN3 OCHOBHBIX OCOGEHHOCTEM

Annotamust. OXpaHa OKPYKAIOMICH CPeabl 3aHUMACT BAYKHOE MECTO B ACATEIBHOCTH KAK KAXKIOTO TPaKaa-
HHUHA B OTJCJILHOCTH, TAK H BCETO OOIIECCTBA BMECTE.

B crathe OCYIIECTBICH CPABHHUTCIBHBIA AHATHM3 HEKOTOPBIX ACMEKTOB OXPAHBI OKPYIKAFOIIEH CPeAasl IO
3aKOHONATENBCTBY YKpamHbl W PecnyOmuke Ilonpma. MccrenoBaHo mMOHATHE OOBEKTOB OXPAHBI OKPYKAIOMICH
cpeapl B ABYX HMCCIEIYEMBIX Tocygapcrax. OXapakTepH30BaHbI KIFOUCBHIC HOPMATHBHO-TIPABOBHIC AKTHI, KAcaro-
IHCCA OXPAHBI OKpPY’KAromeH cpenbl YkpawmHsl u PecnyOmmkum [lompma. VMccnemoBanbl OCHOBHBIC C(EphI HA
KOTOpBIC HANPABICHO JCHCTBHUS IO OXpaHE OKpY KaromeH cpeapl. OTPaKEHO CXOACTBO MEXKIY TaKHMH c()epaMu B
VYxpaure u Pecnyommke Ilomema. Jloxa3zana HEOOXOAUMOCTh CYIICCTBOBAHHUS IBYCTOPOHHHX COTJAINCHHH IS
000MX TOCYIAPCTB AT 0OCCTICUCHHUS COTPYIHHYUCCTBA TO OOMCHA OTBITOM MCHKIY TOCYJAPCTBAMH.

B mpomecce mccneaoBanus Oblia BBLICHEHA, OMM30CTh MOHUMAHUE OCHOBHBIX HMPHOPHTETOB ICSATECIHHOCTH B
c(epe oxpaHsl OKpysKaromieH cpeabl Ykpaunbl U PecnyOmmku [Tomema. Ha mpumepe PecnyOmmku [losrpma, xak ox-
HOTO W3 rocyaapcrs-wicHOB EBpometickoro Coro3a, oTpakeHa HEOOXOAUMOCTH IPHBICUCHUS OIBITA IKOJIOTHYCC-
roro mpasa Espomneiickoro Coro3a. MccnenoBaHa HEOOXOIMMOCTS CYIIECTBOBAHUS TPEX YPOBHEH HHCTHTY IHOHAIb-
HOTO MEXaHH3Ma B c(pepe OXpaHBI OKPY>KAFOINEH CPeIbl: OOIIETO, CIIEIUATLHOTO W (DY HKIIMOHAIEHOTO.

OmnpeneeHb! OCHOBHBIC MEPHI IO OXPAHE OKPYSKAFOIICH CPEIbl, KOTOPHIC YKPaMHA CMOKET PEaTH30BaTh B
OmKaiinmme roApl, OCHOBHBIMH M3 KOTOPBIX SBJLTIOTCS: OOMEH MH(pOpMAnHEH M TEXHOIOTHSIMH, MOHUTOPHHT OKpY-
SKArOIICH CpeIbl, CO3MAHUE CHCTEMBI PAIIMOHAIBHOTO IIPHPOJOTIOIb30BAHMS, OOMECH OIBITOM B 00JACTH COBEPIICH-
CTBOBAHHUS YIIPABJICHI U IPABOBOTO PETYIMPOBAHMS B 00JIACTH OXPaHBI OKPYKAIOIIECH CPEIbI, COBEPIICHCTBOBAHKIC
6€30TIaCHOH ST OKPY>KAIOIIECH CPEIbl CHCTEMbI CKIATHPOBAHUS M HCIOIb30BAHMS OTXOJ0B U IPYTHE.

KiroueBbie ciioBa: OKpy>KaroImas cpesa, OXpaHa OKPY KAIOIIEH CpPe/Ibl, IBYCTOPOHHHE COTJANICHHE B 00IACTH
OXpaHbI OKPY KArOLIECH cpebl, BCeMUpHBIN JCHB OXPaHbI OKPYKAKOIIEH CpEeablL.
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