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RESEARCH OF REGULARITIES OF ELECTROREDUCTION
OF NICKEL POWDERS AT POLARIZATION BY THE CATHODIC
IMPULSE CURRENT IN THE ULTRASONIC FIELD

Abstract. The process of formation of nickel powders by the electrochemical method has beeninvestigated. The
regularity of electroreduction of nickel at polarization by cathodicimpulse current in an ultrasonic field (frequency
35 kHz) is studied. Under these conditions, the effect of the titanium current density on the reduction of nickel ions
has been investigated. It is shown that, depending on the current density values, nickel coatings or powders of gray or
black color may be produced. At low current densities of the titanium electrode, the nickel powders of gray color and
a metal coating are formed. At high current densities of the titanium electrode, black powders are formed. It is
established that the total current output of nickel powders and coatings is 83.5%. The effect of the nickel current
density on the current output of the formation of its powder has been investigated. It is shown that the maximum
current output (64.4%) is observed at a current density of 1000 A/m* on nickel. Photomicrographs of the obtained
powders and coatings of nickel have beenmade. It is shown that the formed powders consist of dendritic and globular
particles. The effect of the concentration of the solution (NiSO,-6H,O+NaCl) on the current output ofnickel recovery
has been investigated. It was found that with increasing of NiSO,4-6H,0 concentration from 1 to 20 g/l, the current
output of nickel powder formation increases from 7.47 to 46.6%. With increasing of concentration of sodium
chloride, the current output of nickel powder formation also increases.

Keywords: electrochemistry, nickel, powder, reduction, cathode, impulse, ultrasound, polarization, micro-
photograph, frequency.

The growing interest in metallic nickel and its powders is due to the continuous increase in the con-
sumption of this metal in new fields of technology [1-5]. Nickel, as a cheaper metal than palladium and
platinum, is widely used as a catalyst in hydrogenation processes [6-8]. For these purposes, it is reaso-
nably to use nickel in the form of a powder. Powdered nickel is also consumed in the production of nickel
alloys and as a binder in the manufacture of solid and supersolid materials [9]. Nickel electrodes made of
the finest powders are also used in fuel cells.

There are a lot of methods for obtaining metallic powders. Such methods are atomization, restitution
in the combustion regime, and others [10, 11]. However, all of them are multi-stage, labor-intensive and
sometimes expensive. Therefore, the development of new alternative, more economical and simple
methods for producing metallic powders is of great interest.

The production of nickel powders by the electrochemical method has a number of advantages such as
minimal energy (the process is carried out at room temperature), and other costs (the use of readily
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available reagents), the simplicity of the equipment used, and the relatively high environmental
friendliness of the process.

In the proposedpaper we investigated the process of formation of nickel powders by an electro-
chemical method. In our previous papers in the study of the formation of platinum powders under the
influence of alternating current, the efficiency of using the electrochemical method for this purpose is
shown [12-19].

The goal of this paper was to study the regularities of electroreduction of nickel powders at pola-
rization by cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic ficld.

Experimental technique. Titanium and nickel electrodes were used for the experiments. The
impulse current is connected to the electrochemical circuit using diodes of ED 214A brand. A mixed
solution of the following compounds was used as the electrolyte: NiSQ, 6H,0, (NH4),SOsand NaCl.
A ultrasonic bath with a frequency of 35 kHz, Proskit SS-803 F brand, was used to create an ultrasonic
field. The current output (CO) of nickel powder formation under cathodic polarization is calculated for the
cathodic half-cycle of alternating current. Photomicrographs of the produced nickel powders were taken
with a JEOL JSM-6610LV scanning electron microscope.

Experimental procedure. The influence of the titanium electrode current density on the reduction of
nickel ions with the subsequent formation of its powders at polarization by the cathode impulse current in
an ultrasonic field has been investigated.

Table 1 provides the results obtained from the investigation of the influence of the titanium electrode
density on the reduction of nickel ions polarized by a cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field at a
frequency of 35 kHz

With a constant current density on the nickel electrode of 4000 A/m’, when the current density on the
titanium electrode varies from 4,000 to 30,000 A/m?, the bright coatings form on the surface of the
electrode, the CO of which decreases with increasing the current density. With increasing the current
density up to 40000 A/m’ the formation of coatings on the electrode is not observed.

In the range of current densities of the titanium electrode, equal to 4000-40000 A/m?, along with the
coatings, the gray powders are formed, the CO of which, with increasing the current density, passes
through a maximum. The highest CO is observed at i; = 20,000 A/m’and is equal to 34.0%. The results of
clemental analysis showed that the purity of the obtained gray nickel powder is 84.85%.

Beginning with ir; = 20000 A/m’black nickel powders are formed, CO of which increases linearly
with increasing the current density on titanium. Based on the purity elemental analysis of the produced
nickel powders, it is found that it is 93.36%.

Thus, the total CO of formation of coatings and nickel powder is 83.5%.

Table 1 — Effect of the titanium current density on the CO reduction of nickel polarized
by the cathode impulse current in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz:
t=25°C; iy = 4000 A/m?; C (20 g/1 NiSO4-6H,0 + 20 g/l (NH,),SO,+ 10 g/ NaCl)

iny Cathodic CO, % Total cathodic CO,

Al Coating of CO Gray powder CO Black powder CO %

4000 74,5 9,0 - 83,5
7500 4148 14,9 - 56,4
10000 26,8 270 - 53.8
20000 8,0 34,0 17,0 59,0
30000 3,0 28,0 18,2 49,2
40000 - 26,6 20,0 46,6

JEOL JSM-6610 LV scanning electron microscope tookthe microphotographs of produced nickel
coatings and powders. Figure 1 shows the enlarged 3000-fold microphotographs of nickel coatings pro-
duced by polarization with a cathodic impulse current. As was mentioned above, in this case, the bright
nickel coatingsare formed ontitanium surface.
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SElI  20kV WD10mm SS45 x3,000 S5um
Sample 4233 20 May 2016

=25 °C; ixg= 4000 A/m’ ir;= 20000 A/m? C (20 g/l NiSO,-6H,0 + 20 g/l (NH,),SO, + 10 g/l NaCl)

Figure 1 — A microphotographof nickel coatings producedat polarization with aimpulse cathodic current
in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz

Figures 2 and 3 show the microphotographsof nickel powders, also producedat polarization with a
cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field with a frequency of 35 kHz. It should be noted again that
the nickel powders formed in the electrolyzer space are black (Figure 3), while the powders formed on the
surface of the electrode are gray (Figure 2). In this case, the nickel products formed after electrolysis
(coating, powders of gray and black color) are easily separated from each other.

In order to establish the optimal parameters for the reduction of nickel with the formation of a
powder, the influence of the current density of a nickel electrode on the CO of metal powder formation at
polarization by a cathodicimpulse current in a ultrasonic field with a frequency of 35 kHz was investigated
(Table 2). With a titanium constant current density of 40,000 A/m? and varying the nickel current density
from 500 A/m’to 6000 A/m?, the CO curve of the formation of metal powders passes through a maximum.

SEI  10kV WD7mm §820 x3,000 S5pm
Sample 3960 29 Apr 2016

=25 °C; iyg= 4000 A/m? iyy= 20000 A/m? C (20 g/l NiSO,-6H,0 + 20 g/l (NH,),SO,+ 10 g/l NaCl)

Figure 2 — A microphotographof a gray nickel powder producedat polarization with impulse cathodic current
in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz
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SEI  10kV WD7mm $820 x3,000 5pm
Sample 3954 29 Apr 2016

=25 °C; iyy= 4000 A/m?, ir;= 20000 A/m? C (20 g/l NiSO,- 61,0 + 20 g/l(NH,),SO,+ 10 g/l NaCl)

Figure 3 — A microphotographof black nickel powder producedat polarization
with impulse cathodic current in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz

Table 2 — Effect of the nickel current density on the CO of its reduction at polarized
by a cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz C
(20 g/l NiSO, 6H,0, 20 g/l (NH,),SO,, 10 g/l NaCl); t = 25 °C , iy= 40000 A/m’

i, A/ 500 1000 2000 4000 6000
BT, % 31,1 64.4 48,6 487 487

The maximum CO is observed at iy= 1000 A/m’and is equal to 64.4%. It should be noted that at
densities of the current on the nickel electrode of 500-1000 A/m?, a bright black nickel powder is formed,
distinguishing in metallic luster. With increasing the current density x> 1000A/m?, the powder brightness
gradually disappears. Apparently, at low current densities, plate powdersare formed, while at high
densities, flake powders are formed. With increasing current density on the nickel, the main part of the
current is consumed for gas evolution, which leads to a decrease in the CO.

Figure 4 shows a microphotographof a black bright nickel powder producedat polarizationof nickel
electrode with a cathode impulse current (iy; = 1000 A/m’and ir; = 40000 A/m”) in an ultrasonic field at a
frequency of 35 kHz. Analysis of the microphotographof the produced powders showed that they consist
of dendritic and globular particles. The results of elemental analysis showed that the metal powders
obtained at in; = 1000 A/m’and ir; = 40000 A/m”* correspond to 94.43% of nickel.

Figure 5 shows a microphotographof a black but not bright nickel powder producedat polarization of
the nickel electrode with a cathode impulse current (i;= 6000 A/m?and i= 40000 A/m?) in an ultrasonic
field at a frequency of 35 kHz. In this case, the formation of a powder consisting of dendritic and globular
particles is also observed. It should be noted that in this case an increase in the number of globular
particles is observed. According to elemental analysis, the metal powders produced at iy, = 6000 A/m* u
i = 40000 A/m*correspond to 94.43% of nickel.

The effect of the concentration of the solution (NiSO4-6H,0+NaCl) on the COof recovery of a nickel
electrode polarized by the cathode impulse current using an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz was
studied. As can be seen from Figure 6, with increasing NiSO, -6H,0Oconcentration from 1 g/l to 20 g/, an
increase in the CO of nickel powder formation from 7.47% to 46.6%is observed. Further increase in
concentration leads to a decrease in CO, because at high concentrations of the NiSO4-6H,Osolution, nickel
Ni(OH).is also formed along with the metal powders, which confirms the coloration of the solution in
green color.
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SEI 15kV WD10mm SS20 x3,000 S5pm
Sample 4560 13 Jun 2016

t=25°C; iyz= 1000 A/m’ir= 40000 A/m”; C (20 g/l NiSO,- 61,0, 20g/l (NH,), SO,, 10 g/l NaCl)

Figure 4 — A microphotographof a black bright nickel powder producedat polarizationof nickel electrode
with a cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz

SEl  15kV WD7mm §520 x3,000 5pm
Sample 4598 13 Jun 2016

t= 25 °C; iyz= 6000 A/m’;ir= 40000 A/m”; C (20 g/I NiSO,- 61,0, 20g/l (NH,), SO,, 10 g/l NaCl)

Figure 5 — A microphotographof a black, not bright nickel powder producedat polarization ofnickel electrode
with a cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field at a frequency of 35 kHz

TIII, %
50
HH t =25 °C; iy;= 4000 A/m’, ir; = 40000 A/m”;
5 C, g/l (xNiSO,-6H,0 + 20(NH,),SO, +10 NaCl)
Figure 6 — Effect of NiSO,- 6H,O concentration
20 on the CO of nickel recovery at polarization
by cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field
104 at a frequency of 35 kHz
Cisos-61:0
T
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Figure 7 shows the results of effect of the sodium chloride solution concentration on the CO ofnickel
powder formation atpolarization ofelectrodes by cathodicimpulse current in an ultrasonic field at a
frequency of 35 kHz. With an increase in the concentration of sodium chloride, CO ofnickel powder
formation also increases. The maximum CO of nickel powder formation is 51.1% and is observed at a
NaCl concentration of 30 g/l. Such picture of the dependence of the current outputof the nickel powders
formation on the concentration is observed in paper [20], where the positive effect of sodium chloride on
the formation of metal powders is noted, which is expressed in an increase in the current outputof the
nickel powders formation.

TIIT, %
504
t=25°C; iy= 4000 A/m’, ir; = 40000 A/m”; 40
C, g/1 (20 NiSO, 6H,0 + 20 (NH,),S0, + x NaCl)
304
Figure 7 — Effect of NaCl concentration
on the CO of nickel recovery at polarization 20
by cathodic impulse current in an ultrasonic field ==
at a frequency of 35 kHz
10
C.\'aCl
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It should be noted that at current densities below 7500 A/m” the nickel coating is formed. At
it 30000 A/m?, nickel hydroxide is formed along with the black nickel powder. As the results of X-ray
phase analysis (Figure 8) showed, the reflexes 4.7; 2.70 and 2.34 A of the product produced correspond to
Ni(OH),, reflections 2.03A correspond to Ni.
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Figure 8 — X-ray photogram Ni(OH),

Thus, the results of the obtained data have shown the possibility of applying the transient current for
producing nickel powder. It is shown that nickel powders of predominantly dendritic form are formed
during electrolysis. It has been established that when using an ultrasonic field in the electrolysis process,
the dentritic forms of the nickel powder are destroyed, which promotes the production of more dispersed
forms of the said powder.
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J. B. CoxonbCkuit aThIHIAFBI )KAHAPMAH, KATATH3 KOHE 3JICKTPOXHUMHES HHCTHTYThI, AnMatsl, Kazaxcran

YJIBTPAJBIBBICTHI OPICTE KATOATHI HMITYJbCTI
TOKINEH NOJAPU3ALUAIAY APKBIJIBI HUKEJIb YHTAKTAPBIHBIH
AJIEKTPOTOTHBIKCBI3AAHY 3AHABIJIBIKTAPBIH 3EPTTEY

AHHOTAIMS. DICKTPOXHMHUSUIIBIK OTIC APKbUIBI HHKCJIb YHTAKTAPBIHBIH TY3UIy MPOIECCi 3epTTeiai. YibTpa-
IOBIOBICTBI opicte (5 K['I) KaTOATHI MMIYJbCTI TOKICH MOJSPU3ALMSIAY KE3iHAC HUKCIBAIH 3JCKTPTOTBIFY 3aH-
JOBUTBIKTAPBI 3CPTTEIOi. ATaJFaH MAPTTApAa HHUKSIh HOHIAPBIHBIH TOTBHIKCHI3OAHYBIHA THTAHIAFBI TOK THIFBI3-
JBIFBIHBIH 9Cepi 3epTTENl. TOK THIFBI3ABIFBIHBIH 9P TYPJIl KOPCETKIIUTEPIHAC HUKEIbAIH KaNTaMaaapbl HeMece Kapa
JKOHE CYp TYCTi YHTAKTapblH ajayFa OONATBIHIABIFB KOPCETiMAl. THTAaH 3ICKTPOIBIHBIH TOMCHTI TOK THIFBI3IBIKTA-
PBIHIA HUKEJIbIIH CYp TYCTi YHTAKTAPhI KOHE HHUKEIb KANTAMACHI TY3IMETIHAIT KepceTinmi. THTaH 3IeKTPOIbIHBIH
JKOFApFbl TOK THIFBI3ABIKTAPBIHIA HUKETBAIH Kapa TYCTi YHTAKTAapbl TY3UICTIHAITI kepceringi. Hukenpain kamra-
Mauaphl )KOHE YHTAKTAaphl TY3UIYiHIH TOK OOHBIHINA IIBIFRIMIAAPBIHBIH KOCHIHIAB! MoHI 83,5 %-Fa TCH 0ONATHIHIBIFHI
AHBIKTAIBL. HUKETh YTAKTAPBIHBIH TY31IyiHE HUKEIBICTI TOK THIFBI3IBIFBIHBIH dCEPi 3CPTTEIIIL, OHBIH MAKCHMAJIIbI
TOK GoiibHIIA mBFEEMEL 1000 A/MP-ne 64,4-ra sKeTETIHIITI KOpPCeTinai. AJBIHFAH KANTAMa )KOHE YHTAKTApAbIH MHK-
pogoTocypertepi Tycipinai. Ty3iireH yHTakTap JSHAPUTTI JKOHE II00yIa TypiHAeri OemeKTepaAcH TYPAThIHIBEFBI
aHbIKTaNIbl. HUKEIbAIH TOTHIKCHI3AAHY bIHBIH TOK OOMbIHIIA NIbFBIMBIHA epiTinal (NiSO4 6H,O+NaCl) koHneHTpa-
muACHIHBIH, ocepi 3eprremai. NiSO, 6H,0 epiTiHmiCiHiH KOHICHTPAOMACHHBIH | r/m-meH 20 1/n-re neiid ecyi Hu-
KeJIBIiH YHTAKTAPBIHBIH TY311yiHiH TOK OOWBIHINA IIBIFBIMBIHBIH 7,47 Yo-maH 46,6 %-ra AeliH eCyiHe aibIm Kei.
Harpuit xnopuai KOHICHTPAUWACHHBIH 6CYiIMEH HHKETbAIH YHTAKTAPBIHBIH TY3UIYiHiH TOK OOMBIHINA IIBFBIMBI 1
OCETIHAIr KepceTinm.

Tyiiin co3aep: SICKTPOXUMHUS, HUKEb, YHTAK, TOTBIKCBI3AHY, KATOM, UMITYJIbC, VIIBTPA3BYK, MOJSPU3ALMS,
MHKpodoTorpadus, KuimK.
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HCCJEJTOBAHUAE 3AKOHOMEPHOCTEM 3JIEKTPOBOCCTAHOBJIEHHS
HUKEJEBBIX IOPOIIKOB ITPU NOJIAAPU3ALIUU KATOAHBIM UMITYJIbCHBIM TOKOM
B YJIBTPA3BYKOBOM IIOJIE

Annoramusi. Mccnenosan npouecc OOpa3soBaHHA HHKENCBBIX IOPOIIKOB SICKTPOXMMHUYECKHM METOJOM.
H3yyeHa 3aKOHOMEPHOCTbH 3JIEKTPOBOCCTAHOBICHMS HUKEI IPH HMOJIPU3ALMH KATOAHBIM HMITY TbCHBIM TOKOM B
YIBTPa3BYKOBOM ToJe (dacTora 35 k['m). B yka3aHHBIX YCIOBUAX UCCICIOBAHO BIMSHUC IUVIOTHOCTU TOKA HA TUTAHE
HA BOCCTAHOBJICHHE HOHOB HUKE. [I0KA3aHO, YTO B 3aBHCUMOCTH OT 3HAUCHHUH ITIOTHOCTH TOKA MOSKHO IOJIY4aTh
HHKEJIEBBIC MOKPHITHA HJIM IIOPOIIKYU CEPOro THOO0 YePHOTO IBeTa. [Ipy HU3KHX IUIOTHOCTSX TOKA TUTAHOBOTO JICKT-
poma oOpa3yIOTCsl HHKEIEBBIC IOPOINKH CEPOTrO IBETA M NOKPHITHE METaia. [IpH BBICOKMX IUIOTHOCTSX TOKA
TUTAHOBOTO 3JEKTPOAa (POPMHUPYIOTCS MOPOLIKH YEPHOTO IBETA. YCTAHOBJICHO, YTO CYMMAPHBIA BBIXOJ IO TOKY
00pa30BaHU MOPOINKOB M MOKPHITHMH HUKETI cocTaBmier 83,5 %. HccneaoBaHo BIMSHME IUIOTHOCTH TOKA HA
HHKEJE Ha BBIXOJ MO TOKY ()OPMHPOBAHHA €ro mopomka. IT0ka3aHo, YT0 MaKCHMANIbHBIA BBIXOJ MO TOKY (64,4 %)
HAGTFOIACTCA TIPH TIOTHOCTH TOKA HA Hukene 1000 A/m’. CHATBI MEKPO(OTOTpa(MH MOMYYEHHBIX MOPOIIKOB H
NOKpbITHH HUKEL. [Toka3aHo, 4TO 0Opa30BaHHBIC MOPOIIKH COCTOAT M3 ACHAPUTHBIX H INIOOYJIOBHIHBIX YACTHIL.
Hccnenosano BmusHue koHueHTparmu pactsopa (NiSO, -6H,O+NaCl) Ha BBIXOJ O TOKY BOCCTAHOBJICHHS HHKEILA.
VYcranoBneHo, uto ¢ yBemmdeHHeM KoHueHtpaumu NiSO,6H,O or 1 mo 20 r/m BRIXOA MO TOKY OOpa3oBAHMA
NOPOIIKA HUKEI yBenuuusaercs ¢ 7,47 mo 46,6 %. C yBeauueHHEM KOHIIEHTPAIMH XJIOPUIA HATPHS BBIXOZ IO TOKY
00pa30BaHu MOPONIKA HUKETI TAKKE YBEIMINBACTCS.

KimoueBple ¢J10Ba: 3JICKTPOXUMIES, HUKEb, MOPOIIOK, BOCCTAHOBJICHHE, KaTO/, HMILYJIbC, YIIbTPA3BYK, MOJLI-
pmsarms, Mukpodororpadus, yactora.



