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EFFECT OF ROAD BITUMEN MODIFICATION
WITH NANOCARBON POWDER

Abstract. Low temperature characteristics (stiffness and m-value) have been determined on a bending beam
rheometer in the paper for a road bitumen of grade BND 70/100 and the same bitumen with adding of a nanocarbon
powder in the quantity of 2% by weight. The bitumen has been produced by Pavlodar petrochemical plant
(Kazakhstan) from a crude oil of Western Siberia (Russia) by direct oxidation. The bitumen has the following
standard characteristics: penetration depth of the needle (penetration) at 25°C: 75 dmm; ductility at 25°C: 118 cm;
softening point: 47.5°C; Fraas point: -28.5°C. The nanocarbon powder with sizes of 150-200 nm has been obtained
from a coal of the “Saryadyr” deposit (Akmola region, Kazakhstan). A mechanical dispergator has been used for
dispersing of the coal with sizes up to 50 mm (till 2-3 mm), an acrodynamic mill (till 20 um) and a reactor with
rotating electromagnetic field. Content of carbon and ash in the nanopowder is 92.74% and 2.16% respectively.
Average moisture of the nanopowder is 2%. Before testing on the bending beam rheometer the neat bitumen and the
nanocarbon bitumen have passed double artificial aging: short-term aging under standard AASHTO T 240-13 and
long-term aging under standard ASTM D 6521-08 [14]. It is found out that addition of the nanocarbon powder
improves low temperature resistance of the bitumen. The effect of the bitumen modification with the nanocarbon
powder is the highest one at very low temperatures. The possibility has been shown for the use of the bitumen of
grade BND 70/100 (of more viscous consistence) at its modification with the nanopowder both in the southern
regions of the republic and in the northern ones.

Keywords: Bitumen, nanocartbon powder, bending beam rheometer, stiffness, m-value.

Introduction. Multi-year investigations of Kazakhstan Highway Research Institute [1-5] have shown
that climatic conditions of Kazakhstan require the improvement of operational characteristics for
bitumens. One of the ways for the increase of bitumen resistance to sharp continental climatic conditions
is their modification with different polymers [6-7]. Our works [8-10] have shown the possibility for the
increase of road bitumen characteristics at low temperatures by their modification with nanocarbon
powder. This paper is continuation of our above works and contains additional results for improvement of
low temperature resistance for road bitumen modified with nanocarbon powder.

Materials and Methods

Bitumen. A bitumen of grade 70/100 produced by Pavlodar petrochemical plant which is traditionally
used in road construction in Kazakhstan has been accepted for investigation. Characteristics of the
bitumen comply with the requirements of the standard of Kazakhstan ST RK 1373-2003 [11] (Table 1).

Table 1- Main standard indicators for the bitumen of grade BND 70/100

Penetration depth of the Ductility at 25° C, cm Softening point, ° C Fraas point, ° C
needle at 25° C, 0.1 mm
75 118 47.5 -28.5
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Nanocarbon powder. A nanopowder with sizes of 150-200 nanometers (nm) has been produced from
a coal of the “Saryadyr” deposit belonging to “Corporation “On-Olzha” LLP (Akmola region,
Kazakhstan). Indicators of the nanopowder quality after purification are shown in Table 2.

Table 2 - Indicators of the nanopowder quality

Indicator Value
Sizes, nm 150-200
Content of carbon, % 92.74
Ash content, % 2.16
Volatile substances, % 3.10
Moisture, % 2.00

Production of the nanocarbon powder. The nanocarbon powder has been produced by three-staged
dispersion of the coal rock. On the first stage the grains of the coal rock with sizes up to 50 mm have been
dispersed on a mechanical dispergator till sizes of 2-3 mm (coal dust). On the second stage the coal dust
has been dispersed till size of 20 um in an acrodynamic mill. On the third stage a special reactor is used to
obtain the carbon powder up to sizes 200 nm where an electromagnetic field is rotated with the speed of
50-3000 rotations per second.

Preparation of the nanocarbon bitumen. First the carbon nanopowder was dispersed in kerosene
with the purpose of uniform distribution provision of the nanopowder particles in the bitumen through the
impact on ultrasound with the frequency of 90 kHz for 5 min at a room temperature. Then the dispersion
(kerosene + nanopowder) was added into the bitumen at the temperature of 160° C and continuous mixing
for 30 min.

Low temperature characteristics of the nanocarbon bitumen. At present in many countries of the
world in accordance with the Technical System Superpave the low temperature resistance of bitumens and
bituminous binders is evaluated under the results of their testing on a bending beam rheometer (BBR)
according to the standard ASTM D 6648 [12]. Before testing bitumens and bituminous binders pass
double artificial aging: short-term aging under standard AASHTO T 240-13 [13] and long-term aging
under standard ASTM D 6521-08 [14].

Results and Discussion. Figures 1 and 2 show the graphs for variation of stiffness (S) and m-value of
the bitumen and the nanocarbon bitumen in time at the temperatures of -24.2° C, -30.3° C and -35.9° C
constructed according to the results of their testing in BBR. As it is seen from Figure 1 the nanocarbon
powder reduces considerably the bitumen stiffness at all the considered temperatures and the time
intervals, i.¢. it increases essentially its low temperature resistance.
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Figure 1 - Graphs for stiffness variation of the bituminous binders in time at low temperatures
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Figure 2 - Graphs for m-value variation
of the bituminous binders in time at low temperatures

As it is known [15], in the Technical System Superpave the load duration equal to 60 s is a
characteristic one, and the values of stiffness and m-value for bituminous binders at duration of t=60 s are
accepted as the standard ones.

Table 3 presents the stiffness values of the bitumen and the nanocarbon bitumen at t=60 s.

Table 3 - Stiffness values of the bitumen and the nanocarbon bitumen at t=60 s

Temperature, ° C Stiffness S, MPa Difference AS, MPa
Bitumen Nanocarbon bitumen
-24.2 105.65 55.49 50.16
-30.3 187.52 152.89 34.63
-35.9 359.23 221.99 137.24

As it is seen from Table 3, the effect of modification with the nanocarbon powder is high at very low
temperatures (-36° C).

In the Technical System Superpave it is accepted to consider bituminous binders as the resistant ones
at low temperatures, which have m-value higher than 0.3 at t=60 s. The nanocarbon bitumen complics
with this requirement at all the considered temperatures.

The bitumen of grade 70/100 is recommended to use in road construction in southern regions of
Kazakhstan, and for northern regions - to use the bitumens of grade 100/130. Figure 3 shows the stiffness
values at t=60 s for the bitumens of grades 70/100 and 100/130 and the nanocarbon bitumen (BND 70/100
+ nanocarbon powder — 2%). It is seen that at the temperature of -36° C the nanocarbon bitumen has the
stiffness of (232 MPa) considerably lower (lower for 85 MPa) than the bitumen of grade BND 100/130
(307 MPa). This established fact shows the possibility for the use of the bitumen of grade BND 70/100 by
modification with the nanopowder in the northern regions of the republic as well. Meanwhile, low
temperature resistance of this nanocarbon bitumen remains considerably high compared with the bitumen
of grade 100/130.
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Figure 3 - Stiffness values of the bituminous binders at low temperatures t=60 s
Conclusion.

1. A nanopowder with sizes of 150-200 nm has been obtained from Kazakhstan coal by a mechanical
dispergator, an acrodynamic mill and a reactor with a rotating electromagnetic field.

2. Addition of the nanocarbon powder in the quantity of 2% into a road bitumen improves
considerably its low temperature resistance. The effect of the bitumen modification with the nanocarbon
powder is the highest one at very low temperatures (-36° C).

3. The possibility has been shown for the use of the bitumen of grade BND 70/100 at its
modification with the nanopowder both in the southern regions of the republic and in the northern ones.

M.K. Kypoinos!, B.B. Tearaes?, A.A. KanbiGaii?

! «J1.B.Coxonbekuii aThIHIATE %aHapMall, KaTalln3 KoHe 3JIeKTPOXUME HHCTATY T AK, Amvarsr, Kaszakcran;,
? «KazakcTaH 501 FHUIBIMEA-36pTTey HHCTUTYTHD AK, Amvatsr, Kazakcran,

7KOJI BUTYMbBIH HAHOKOMIPTEK YHTAFBIMEH
MO IUPUKALIASIIAY JIbIH OCEPI

Anmoranmust. byn makamaga MXKE 70/100 mapkaisl sko OUTYMBI MEH OCHl OHTYMHBIH canMarbl Ooliprama 2%
MeIepie HaHOKeMipreK VHTarblH KOCKAaHJAFbl TOMEHI1 TeMIlepaTypalblK CcHOarTaMaiaphl (KATTHUIBK JKoHE m-
KOPCETKINT) KU OLTIKTI PeOMETp/Ie AHBIKTAI /L. EI/ITyM HaBno;[ap MyHalt-xmmus 3ayeIThiHAa (Kasaxcran) bateic
Cibipaig (Pecei) mmki M¥HaI/II>IHaH TIKe TOTHIKTHIPY 9IICIMEH OHIIPLUII. BUTYMHBIH CTAaHAAPTTHIK CUIaTTaMatapel: 25°C-
JlaFbl MHEHIH eHy TepeHri (meHerparus): 75 mvM; 25 °C-marbl cospUysl 118 cM; skymcapy Temmepatypachl: 47,5°C;
MOPTTHIK TeMuepatypachl: - 28,5°C. Ommemaepi 150-200 avM HaHOKOMIpTEK YHTArb! « CapblaJblp» KeH OPHBIHBIH (AKMOTIa
OOIBICH) KeMipiHeH alublHabl. OmmeMmi 50 MM-re JeMiH KeMipJi YVHTaKTayfa MeXaHUKaIbIK Jucuepratop (2-3 MM-re
Jeftin), adpoauHaMUKANBIK auipMer (20 MiM-Te jeliiH) skoHe alfHaiMa MarHUT epICTI peakTop NalijalaHbUIIbL
HanoyHTakTarsl keMepTek IeH KYJAH Meimepl TuiciHmme 92,74% xone 2,16%. HaHOYHTaKTHIH opTalla bLTFalIbLIBERL
2%. Hinrim OLTIKTI peoMeTpjie ChIHAKTAaH OTKI3YIH alJbHAa Taza OUTYM ‘KOHE HAHOKOMIPTEKTI OMTYM €Ki CaTBHUIBI
sxacau bl eckipTy eH oTTi: AASHTO T 240-13 cranmaprs! OoMbIHITA KBICKa Mep3iM /i ecKipTyaeH xaHe ASTM D 6521-08
CTaHapTH OOMBIHITIA Y3aK Mep3iMJi ecKipTyaeH. HaHokeMipTek YHTAFrbIH KOCY OUTYMHBIH TOMEHT1 TeMIIePaTy PaTBIK
TYPAKTBLIBIFHIH eJI9y1p JKaKcapTaTHIH/BIFEL aHBIKTAIBL. BUTYMIBI HAHOKOMIpPTEK YHTarbIMEH MO TU(pUKAIFSIIAY IH ecepl
eTe TeMeHT1 TeMIepaTypanap/a Gapomama yikeH. MOKB 70/100 MapKaibl (TYTKBIPIIBIFL KOFAPHI) 6I/ITYMZ[I>I HAHOKOMIPTEK
VHTarbIMeH Mo;{n(’pHKauHﬂnay apkpUIbl KaszaKkCTaHHBIH OHTYCTIK alMakTapbIMeH KaTap CONTYCTIK aliMakTapbhlH[Ia jda
aiflaxaHy MyMKIHJIT1 KOpCeTLUITeH.

Tyitinai ce3nep: butyM, HaHOKOMIPTEK YHTAFBI, UUITINT OLTIKTI peOMeTp, KATTHUTBIK, M-KOPCETKIIL.
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'AO «MHcTrTYT TOUHBA, KaTanusa 1 snekTpoxuvun mM. J[.B. Cokonbekoroy, Anmarsr, Kazaxcram,
2AO «KasaxcTaHCKHH JOPOKHBIM HayqHO-MCCIe J0BaTelIbcKUi HHCTATY T», AlMarsl, Kaszaxcran

IPOPEKT MOJUPHUKAIIMH JOPOXKHOI'O BUTYMA HAHOYTJIEPOJIHBIM ITOPOIIKOM

Annoranms. B macrosmeif craTbe Ha peoMeTpe ¢ m3rmbaeMolt Oankolf oIlpejielleHBl HHM3KOTEMIIEpaTypHBIE
XapaKTepUCTUKN (KeCTKOCTh W m-value) nopoxHoro Omryma Mapku BHJ[ 70/100 m storo Omryma mpum aobaBke
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HAaHOYTJIEPOJHOTO TIOpOIIKa B KonmdecTBe 2% mo Macce. buTym Opim mpomsseseH [laBmogapckiM HedTeXUMHIECKAM
3aBojioM (Kazaxcran) m3 celpoit medru 3amanuoit Cubmpm (Poccus) crmocoGoM MpSIMOTo OKHCIeHWsS. butym mMeer
CIIeJTyIOTIHe CTaHapTHBIE XapaKTepUCTHKHY: TJTyOnHa MIPOHUKaHUS UITH (leHeTparys) mpr 25°C: 75 1MM, pacTSKAMOCTD
pu 25°C: 118 em; TemrepaTypa pasmsraenus: 47,5°C; remneparypa xpynkoetu: -28,5°C. HaHoyriiepoHBIH OPOIIIOK ©
pasmepoM 150-200 BM modydeH w3 yIsl MectopoxjaeHms «Capblajplpy (AxMonumHckass o6macth, Kasaxcram). Jlnms
H3MeJNBUeHNS VI ¢ pa3MepoM Jo 50 MM HCIIONB30BaHEl MEXaHIMYIECKHH AucmepraTop (1o 2-3 MM), adpoIHHAMHUIecKast
MeTbHHIA (o 20 MKM) B peakTop ¢ BpalaloIMiMcs MAaTHATHEIM IosieM. CofepkaHne YITIepo/a U 3075 B HAHOIOPOIIIKE
COCTaBIISIET COOTBETCTBEHHO 92,74% 1 2,16%. Cpe IS BIaXHOCTh HAaHOIIOPOINKa cocTapisieT 2%. [lepe s ncnplTanueM Ha
peoMeTpe ¢ H3rubaeMoi 6arkol YUCTHI OUTYM M HAHOYTJIEPOJHBIM GHTYM IIpoIUIH ABOIHOE cTapeHne: KpaTKOBPEMEHHOE
mo crangapry AASHTO T 240-13 m mmuremsHoe mo crammapry ASTM D 6521-08. YcranopieHo, uTo jgobaBka
HAHOYIJIEPOJHOTO TIOPOIIKA CYINECTBCHHO VIYUIIaeT HHU3KOTEMIEpaTypHYIO yceToMumBocTh OmTyMa. OdiekT
Mojudukanuy OUTyMa HAaHOYTJIEPOJHEIM IOPOIIKOM HamboJee BEICOK IIPHM OUYeHb HHU3KHX TeMIlepaTypax. llokasana
BO3MOXHOCTh HcToNb3oBanms Ouryma Mapku BHJ[ 70/100 (Gonee BI3KkOM KOHCHCTEHITHH) MPH €ro MOJAGHKAITIH
HaHOYTJIepO JHBIM HOPOIIKOM, Kak B IOXHBIX, TAK U B CeBEPHBIX PETHOHAX PECITy OIHKIL
KroueBsbie ciioBa: BuTyM, HaHOYTJIEpo JHEIM TOPOTIIOK, peoMeTp ¢ M3rubaeMolf Oaakoi, KecTKoCTh, m-value.
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