H3zeecmua Hayuonanvroti akademuu Hayx Pecnybnuxu Kasaxcman

NEWS
OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

SERIES CHEMISTRY AND TECHNOLOGY
ISSN 2224-5286 https://doi.org/10.32014/2018. 2518-1491.11
Volume 5, Number 431 (2018), 82 - 91

UDC 502.174.1
Ye.V. Apimakh', A E. Leudanski', A.A. Volnenko’, D.K. Zhumadullaev

'Belarusian State Technological University, Minsk city, Belarus
*M. Auezov South Kazakhstan State University, Shymkent city, Kazakhstan
e.mail: nii_mm@@mail.ru

METHODS OF CARRYING OUT FLOTATION PROCESSES

Abstract. Within the scope of work on separation of polymer waste by the flotation method, there has been
made a review of methods for carrying out flotation processes and the equipment used. There have been considered
the existing schemes for classification of flotation processes by objects, interfacial boundaries, design features of
flotators, aeration method, technological purpose, and there has been done the analysis of the completeness of
accounting for all characteristic features.

Based on the analysis done, there has been suggested the classification of flotation processes by the following
types: extraction of the valuable (target) component, type of the raw material, type of devices, process mode in the
apparatus, interfacial surfaces. Among the methods of flotation separation on interfacial surfaces, the phase foam
flotation is most widely presented in the industry. By the method of feeding gas to the liquid, flotation is divided into
pneumatic, pneumomechanical, cascade, ejector, vacuum, pressure, electrical, reagent and thermal.

Flotation devices are also proposed to be classified by type into trough (direct flow), chamber (cascade) and
column (tank) ones.

When choosing the most suitable flotation method for a particular task, it is necessary to take into account all
types of flotation and know the features, advantages and disadvantages of each of them. The suggested scheme for
classification of flotation processes lets us systematize and characterize completely most of the existing flotation
processes.

Keywords: flotation, classification, raw materials, concentrate, target component, process mode, interfacial
surface, acration, equipment.

Introduction.Flotation as a method of mineral concentration is known since the 19th century. The
English inventor William Haynes was the first who patented the use of oil flotation on February 23, 1860
[1]. Flotation varies by objects, interfacial boundaries, design features of flotators, aeration method,
technological purposeand other characteristics [2-5].

Recently, the flotation process on the basis of various wettability is used to sort plastics. It is very
promising because of the simplicity of hardware design and reliability in operation. It can be used to
separate plastics with fairly close or equal densities. This requires the presence of surfactants and gas
bubbles in the working volume of the device.

The purpose of this article is to review the methods of carrying out flotation processes and the
equipment used, as well as to develop the flotation process classification scheme, ensuring the
completeness of accounting for all characteristic features.

Study methods. Each of the considered methods of carrying out the flotation process has its own
specific features of carrying out the studies.

Study results.

In the existing literary sources, there is a description of flotation types only by separate features. In
the mining encyclopedia [6] there is a flotation process classification scheme, shown in figure 1. But it
also does not contain a complete list of features and is difficult for perception.
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Figure 1 —Classification of flotation

Therefore, based on the literature data on flotation methods and their hardware design, the authors
proposed the most complete scheme for classification of existing flotation processes, shown in figure 2.

The proposed scheme includes the following types of classification. By the extraction of a valuable
(target) component, flotation can be direct or reverse; selective or collective. Direct flotation is an
operation, in which the extracted useful material is concentrated in foam [7-9]. If during flotation the
gangue is extracted into the foam and the concentrate is a chamber product, such flotation is called reverse
[10, 11].

During the flotation of ores with obtaining several concentrates, depending on the order of separation
of valuable components, there are distinguished selective and collective types of flotation. At the
beginning of flotation process development, there was used only separation of gangue and target
components, extracted into a collective (generic) concentrate with its following separation. Such flotation
is called collective. Later on, there were developed the methods of separation into several products with
the release of valuable components into various concentrates— so there appeared the selective flotation [12,
13].

Depending on the type of extracted material, flotation is divided into organic [10, 14, 15|, mineral
[16] and ion [17-20].

Flotation separation is carried out on the following phase interfaces:

— liquid-liquid (oil and emulsion flotation);

- liquid-gas (film and foam flotation);

— liquid-solid (coagulation and flotation with a carrier).

0il flotation consists in different wetting of separated particles by immiscible liquids, dispersed in
water in the form of small drops [15]. As a result, there are formed "particle — oil" complexes, floating to
the surface. In Mariupol (1904) such a process was applied for the purpose of graphite ore concentration.
Subsequently, this method was improved: the oil was dispersed to an emulsion, which made it possible to
extract fine tailings [21].
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During film flotation, the separated particles are poured from a certain height to the surface of the
working fluid [22-25]. Non-wetted particles are kept on its surface and separated as a concentrate, while
those wetted with water — sink and get into another product.

Oil and film flotation have low efficiency. Foam flotation is most widely presented in the industry.

Foam flotation is carried out in a three—phase medium "particles —liquid-gas"”, which contains
flotation reagents. The flotation principle is as follows. In an aqueous medium, the gas bubble and the
particle’s hydrophobic surface, the adhesion (adherence) of which to liquid is less than the cohesion
(repulsion) of liquid, come together. The water layer, separating them, reaches a certain thickness, at
which it becomes unstable and spontancously breaks. Then the particle and the bubble stick together. Due
to the fact that the density of "bubble-particle”" complexes is less than the density of liquid, they float to its
surface and form a foam product that is withdrawn from the flotation machine. Wetted particles do not
adhere to the bubbles, remaining in the volume of liquid, or settle to the bottom [26, 27]. This method was
first patented by brothers Arthur and Adolf Bessel (Germany, 1877).) [28].

The foam layer can be formed in two ways - when feeding gas to the liquid or when gas being
released from the liquid. Gas is fed to the liquid either forcedly under pressure (pneumatic and
pneumomechanical flotation), or with dynamic involvement (mechanical, cascade, ejector flotation).

By the method of feeding gas to the liquid, as a defining feature of classification of flotation
machines, there are distinguished the following methods of flotation [4]:

— pneumatic — flotation by gas bubbles, appearing, when gas is passed through porous acrators
(branch pipes, filters, porous plates, caps, etc.)[29, 30];

— pneumomechanical — flotation by bubbles, formed during dispersion of the compressed gas, fed by
mechanical agitators [31];

— mechanical — flotation by bubbles, drawn into the liquid from atmosphere, with intensive mixing of
liquid by various agitators [31, 32, 33];

— cascade — flotation by bubbles, drawn into liquid from atmosphere as a result of the jet of the same
liquid, falling into it from a certain height [34];

— ejector— flotation by bubbles, drawn into liquid from atmosphere as a result of the flow of a jet of
the same liquid at a high speed in a tube with a narrowing and air access gap [35, 36, 37].

Gas is separated from the liquid thermally, chemically (reagent or electroflotation) and by changing
the pressure (pressure, vacuum):

—vacuum — flotation by gas bubbles, dissolved in the liquid, which are released under vacuum [38,
391

— pressure (compression) — flotation by bubbles, released at atmospheric pressure from oversaturated
under pressure solutions of gases in the liquid [40, 41];

— electroflotation — flotation by bubbles, arising in electrolysis, usually on the cathode [42, 43];

— reagent — flotation by bubbles, which are obtained as a result of the influence of acids or alkalis on
the liquid;

— thermal — flotation by bubbles, released from the liquid as a result of its heating above the boiling
point of the liquid, oversaturated with gas.

Reagent and thermal methods of flotation are very expensive and recently do not find a wide practical
application. There are also combined methods of flotation, in which the liquid is aerated in several ways
[44-46].

In machines of mechanicaltype, air from the atmosphere is sucked due to the mechanical action of the
mixer-aerator blades on the pulp. Strong mixing in the chamber creates the pulp turbulent flows in it. The
pulp has a horizontal circular motion around the impeller shaft and a vertical circulation. Large air
bubbles, trapped in the working fluid, are broken by a stirrer and pulp flows into small bubbles.
Mechanical floatation is characterized by a variability of air suction with time, high power consumption,
strong agitation of the pulp.

The specific feature of pneumomechanical flotation devices is that in such devices the impeller
rotates only to hold the particles in suspended state and to disperse the air, supplied to the device from the
blower, which makes it possible, in comparison with mechanical flotation devices, to ensure constant air
flow in the device regardless of the wear of acrators. With this method, strong mixing of the pulp is
carried out too.
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Preumatic flotation is characterized by the design simplicity, low cost (no impellers, pumps are
needed). However, it is characterized by frequent clogging of aerator holes, the difficulty of uniform
acration. The efficiency of pneumatic flotation depends on the holes and material of the aerator, pressure
and air flow, duration of the process, depth of liquid in the apparatus [47]. The low efficiency of
separation is determined by the fact that when air is supplied through acrators, there are appearing large
bubbles (1-3 mm) [48]. However, currently there are developed the aerators, providing a fine acration (up
to 0.3 mm). With such acrators there are equipped modern flotation devices with pneumatic aeration [49],
and their use in pneumatic flotators increases the efficiency.

Gas separation from the solution with changing the pressure is applied for liquids that contain very
small particles. This possibility was grounded by Klassen [50]. In this case, bubbles appear on the surface
of the particles. This is done, in accordance with Henry's law, by reducing the solubility of gas in liquids
with a decrease in pressure. The essence of the method is in formation of an oversaturated gas solution in
the liquid. When pressure is released, from the solution there begin to separate the gas bubbles, which
float hydrophobic particles. There are distinguished vacuum and pressure types of flotation.

By the method of vacuum flotation, the liquid under atmospheric pressure is saturated with air in the
acration chamber, and then transferred to the flotation unit, where the vacuum pump maintains the vacuum
of 30-40 kPa. The bubbles released in this case float part of the dispersed particles to the surface. The
advantages of vacuum flotation are that the process is carried out in a still medium, the possibility of
destruction of flotation complexes is minimal and energy costs are low. The disadvantages of vacuum
flotation include a limited by small pressure difference amount of liquid saturation with gas. This limits its
application to separation of suspended particles with a concentration of up to 0.3 kg/m’. One more
disadvantage of vacuum flotation is the presence of sealed reservoirs with scraper mechanisms, which
causes certain structural and operational difficulties.

Pressure flotation devices are more common than vacuum ones. Pressure flotation makes it possible
to separate the material with a concentration of suspensions in liquid up to 5 kg/m’. They are simple and
reliable in operation. The saturation of liquid with gas occurs at elevated pressures in pressure tanks. The
flotation unit operates at atmospheric pressure in this case. The solubility of gas in it decreases, and in the
entire volume there are released the bubbles, which collide with the particles and float them.

Electroflotation 1s a process of separation of particles, suspended in liquid, by gas bubbles of
hydrogen and oxygen, released during electrolysis. This method has distinctive features, which at the same
time are its advantages. During electrolysis the finely dispersed gases are released [51, 52]. The bubbles of
electrolysis gases are the same in size, they are little inclined to coalescence and during their residence in
liquid they retain their diameters.

Electroflotation is a complex hydro-mechanical and electrochemical process. The speed and
efficiency of this process is significantly influenced by the density of the electric current. The most serious
drawback of the eclectroflotation separation method is that as electricity passes through the liquid, salt
deposits occur on the electrodes, which can provoke a complete stop of the process. The electrodes work
more effectively in an acidic medium. Uneven gas release on the electrodes leads to the concentration of
bubbles in certain areas of the flotation device. Because of this, it produces the undesirable circulation of
liquid [53, 54].

The process of electro-flotation, apparently, will not receive widespread adoption in large-tonnage
production. This is primarily due to the low performance of electric flotators, as well as their instability,
caused by the latch-up of the interelectrode area [55, 56].

Flotation devices are also classified by type to trough (direct-flow), chamber (cascade) and column
(tank).

Flotation devices of a trough type have a form of a bath, stretched in length. The working fluid is
supplied from one side and goes out on the other side together with the sludge. The foam is taken along
the entire length through the side boards into the troughs (usually by gravity). The height of the working
fluid is regulated by the intensity of discharge.

Chamber [57] flotation devices consist of separate chambers, with one or more acrators used in each
of them. Among the features of chamber machines there are: the need to adjust the height of the working
fluid in each chamber; lowering the level of the working fluid along the machine, due to which in each
chamber there are different heights of foam threshold and foam scraper blades.

Flotation apparatuses of column type [2, 58-81] are vertical tanks of different sections (round,
elliptical or rectangular). The foam product is removed from the top and the sediment - from the bottom of
the column. Power is supplied most often to the middle part of the column.
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Flotation in the column apparatus is carried out with the counter-current movement of the bubbles and
the working fluid. The liquid is discharged through the discharge pipe at the bottom of the column, and
bubbles float towards it. On the surface of liquid they form the foam, which is withdrawn at the top of the
column. The speed of the working fluid should be less than the relative speed (float) of the bubbles. The
high velocity of liquid can result in the accumulation of bubbles, their coalescence and the release of gas
locks.

The flotation column is smaller in size than other flotation units of the same capacity; it is generally
free of moving parts, which reduces the energy consumption and maintenance costs. The main difficulties,
arising during the operation of column apparatus are associated with clogging of acrators [81].

Chamber machines can be of mechanical and pneumomechanical types, trough machines — of any
other types, column machines - of a pneumatic type only.

The mode of motion of bubbles and particles is a significant factor, affecting the possibility of
flotation complex formation, flotation intensity and energy consumption of the process. The probability of
collision of a bubble and a particle, as well as the formation of a flotation complex depends on the relative
speed of their movement, the duration of contact and the forces of inertia. By the mode of movement of
phases in the machine, flotation is also divided into numerous types: pressure, vibration, pulsation,
centrifugal, etc. In this work we’ll consider only those modes of movement of phases, which are most
commonly found in the basic designs of flotation machines.

In mechanical and pneumomechanical machines the nature of liquid and solid phases” motion is
similar to perfect mixing. This is necessary to maintain the suspension in a suspended state, to disperse the
bubbles and increase the time they stay in the working volume of the apparatus. However, intensive
mixing can cause the destruction of the bubble — particle complex due to the inertia forces, especially
during the flotation of large particles [2]. In addition, the use of the impeller reduces the efficiency of the
flotation unit, since a significant part of the energy is used to maintain the working medium in a suspended
state, which is not directly related to the flotation process.

The counter-flow of the working fluid and bubbles in the column apparatus reduces the speed of the
constrained (group) motion of bubbles, which increases their residence time in the working fluid, the
efficiency of gas use and the specific productivity of the flotator. In the column, the forces of inertia are
insignificant due to the absence of mechanical devices and low turbulence of flows.

As it can be seen from the listed types, flotation is a complex and multi-faceted process. When
choosing the most suitable method of flotation for a particular task, it is necessary to take into account all
types of flotation and know the features, advantages and disadvantages of each of them. The suggested
scheme for classification of flotation methods lets us systematize and characterize completely most of the
existing flotation processes.

Conclusions. There have been made a review and analysis of methods for carrying out flotation
processes and the equipment used. The existing schemes of classification of flotation processes do not
contain a complete list of features and are difficult for perception.

There has been suggested the classification of flotation processes, the main components of which are
the methods of extraction of a valuable (target) component, the type of raw materials, the type of devices
used, the process modes in the apparatus, the interfacial surfaces used. The suggested scheme for
classification of flotation methods lets us systematize and characterize completely most of the existing
flotation processes.

Foam flotation is noted as a method, most widely used in the industry. There have been considered
the designs of flotation machines.
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! Bentopycckuif rocyIapcTBEHHBIIH TEXHOTOTHUECKHIT YHHBEPCHTET, T.MuHCK, Bemapych
*M.Bye30B athiHAars OHTyCTiK KasakcTan MemiekerTik yuuBepeuteri, [lbnvkent, Kazakcran

OJOTANUANBIKINPONECCTEPALKYPI'I3YOAICTEPI

Annotamust. Dmotaums apKeUIbl MOJMHMEPIIK KAJIABIKTApAbI Oemim Imbrapy OOHBIHINA >KYMBICTAPABIH
meHOepiHaAe (PIOTAUMSUIBIK YPAICTEPAl >KOHE KOJNJAHBUIATHIH JKAOMBIKTHI SKYPTI3y OICTEpIHE MIOJNY >KACaJIbl.
Hercargap, (azaapanslk mekapa, (proTaTOpIapaslH KOHCTPYKTHBTI OCHTINCpi, aj’panuanay TOCLIaepi, TEXHO-
JIOTHSAITBIK, TAFAHBIHAAIY TapBI OOUBIHIIA KOIJAHBICTAFBI (DIOTANMAIAY MPOLUCCCTCPiHIH KIACCH(DHKAMIIBIK CYI0aChl
KAapacCTHIPBLIIBI KOHE OJIAPFA TOH OAPJIBIK OCATiIepal SCCIKS aTBIHBI TATIAHTIBL.

XKyprizitreH TangaysaH KeHiH (roTammsa MPOLECTEPiH KeIecl THITEp OOHBIHINA KIKTSY YCBHIHBLIAIBL Oaraibl
(MaKcaTThI) KOMITOHEHTTI Ay OOWBIHIIA, IIMKI3aT TYPi OOWBIHIIA, KYPBIUIFBLIAPAGIH TYPl OOMBIHINA, ammapaTTapAaaFsl
MPOIIECTiH, OOlibIHIIA, (pa3aapanslk Oerrep OoWbiHma. Dazanapasr OerTik OolibIMEeH OexyMeH (ProTaruoHIsl 06y
dmiCTepiHiH inmHAe KOOIKTI (UIoTaImsI eHEPKICINTE KEHIHEH YCHIHBUFAH. [ a3/1pI CYHBIKTBIKKA Oepy ToCim OOHBIHIIA
(roTanysa THEBMATHUKANBIK, THCBMOMCEXAHHUKAIBIK, KACKAATHI, HKEKTOPIBI, BAKYYM/BI, KbICHIMIBI, 3JCKTpo(roTa-
ISUTBIK, PEAreHTTI )KOHE TEPMILIBIK OOIBIT O6IHE 1.

OIOTANMATIBIK AaNMAPATTApP THITL OOMBIHIIA KIKTCIY (TiK CHI3BIK), KaMepabl (Kackaxd), OaraH (maHaa) OOWBIHIIA
YCHIHBLIAIBL.

— ) ——



ISSN 2224-5286 Cepusa xumuu u mexronozuu. Ne 5. 2018

Benrim 6ip TamceipMa yomrH ()IOTAIMSAHBIH CH KOJAMIBI 9ICIH TaHJaFaHJa, (pIOTAIIHBIH OapibIK TYPICPIH
€CKEpIN, OpKAHCHICHIHBIH CPEKIICTIKTEPIH, aPTHIKIIBUIBIKTAPBIH >KOHE KEMINLTIKTEpPiH Oiny KaxkeT. ProTanusiuibiK
dmicTepail JKIKTEY/IiH YCBIHBUIFAH CYJI0Achl KOIJAHBICTAFBl (PIOTAIHs HMPOLECTEPIHIH KOIIIIITIH KYHEIEyTe KIHE
CHIIaTTay¥a MYMKIHIIK Oepemi.

Tyiiin ce3aep: (aoTanma, KIACCH(HKAIMA, IMHKI3AT, KOHIICHTPAT, MAKCATTHI KOMIIOHCHT, MPOICCC TOPTIOi,
(hazaapansIk OeT, aspanus, KAOABIK.

YIK 502.174.1
E.B. Onnmax', A.J. Jlenanckmii', A.A. Boamenxo?, LK. Kymaxyniaes?

! BeopyccKuii TOCY JApCTBEHHBII TEXHOIOTHYCCKHI YHHBEPCHTET, . MuHCK, Bemapych;
“F0sxH0-Ka3aXcTaHCKHi TOCY JAPCTBEHHBIH yHUBEPCHTET HM. M. Ay 33084, T.I1IbIMKEHT,
Kazaxcran

METO/AbI NPOBEJEHUA ®JTOTAIIMOHHBIX MIPOECCOB

Annoraia. B pamkax mpoBencHHS pabOTHl MO PA3ACICHHIO MOJMMEPHBIX OTXOJO0B MCTOJAOM (DIOTALHH
MPOBEICH 0030p METOOB MPOBEACHHS (DIOTALHOHHBIX MPOLECCCOB H MPUMEHIEMOTO 000pyI0BaHMA. PaccMOTPEHBI
CYHICCTBYIOIIME CXEMBI KJIACCH(MKAUWMH IPOLECCOB (uoTammu 1m0 00BEKTaM, MEK(A3ZHBIM TPAHHIAM,
KOHCTPYKTHBHBIM MPU3HAKAM (PIIOTATOPOB, cOCO0Y a3paldH, TEXHOIOTHUCCKOMY HAZHAUYCHUION BBINOJHCH AHAIIH3
TIOJTHOTBI YUCTA BCCX XAPAKTCPHBIX MPHU3HAKOB.

Hcxoas w3 MpOBEACHHOTO AHANW3A, MPCITOMEHA KIACCH()HKAIMA MPOLCCCOB (DIOTALMH MO CICAYFOIIAM
THIIAM. TI0 HU3BJICYCHHUIO LICHHOTO (LEACBOr0) KOMIOHEHTA, MO BHAY ChIPbA, MO THUIY YCTPOMCTB, MO PEKUMY
mpolecca B ammapare, Mo MEX(pasHeIM TOBCPXHOCTAM. Cpeam METOAO0B (DIIOTAIMOHHOTO Pa3AC/IiCHHA HA
MOBEPXHOCTAX pazznena (aznenHas ¢uroranms HamOoJIece MIMPOKO MPEACTABICHA B MpoMbInuicHHOCTH.II0 cmocoby
MOJAYH Ta3a B JKHAKOCTh ()IOTAIMA MOAPA3ACIACTCS HA IHCBMATHYCCKYHO, MHEBMOMCEXAHHYCCKYHO, KACKATHYIO,
PKEKTOPHYI0, BAKYYMHY 0, HATIOPHYFO, 3MCKTPO(IOTALHIO, PSATCHTHYH) U TEPMHICCKYHO.

@roTanMoOHHBIE  ammapathl  MPEANIOMKEHO  TaKkKe  KiacCH(UUUpoBaTh MO  THIY  HAKOPBITHBIC
(IPAMOTOYHBIC), KAMEPHBIE (KACKAJHBIE ), KOJOHHBIC (UAHOBBIC).

[Tpu BEIOOPE HAMOOIEE MOAXOAAMIECTO croco0a (roTarmuy 11 TOH WM WHOH 3a7a4d HEOOXOAMMO YUHTHIBATH
BCC THIBI (DIOTAIMH ¥ 3HATh OCOOCHHOCTH, JOCTOMHCTBA W HCIOCTATKH KAKAOTO W3 HHX. [Ipemmaracmas
CXeMaKJTACCH(PHUKAIMH METOA0B (DIOTAMH IO3BOJMICT MONMHOCTBE) CHCTCMATH3HPOBATH M  OXAPAKTEPH30BATH
OOJBIIHHCTBO CYIICCTBYIOMINX MPOLCCCOB (DIIOTALIHH.

KmoueBsie ciioBa: (roTamms, KIacCH(UKAIMA, CBIPhE, KOHIICHTPAT, LCACBONH KOMIIOHCHT, PSKHM MPOILCCCa,
MesK(azHA IOBEPXHOCTD, adpanus, 000pyI0BAHHE.
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