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SOME ASPECTS OF ETHOLOGY

BIOCHEMISTRY STEPPE MARMOT
(ITpencraBnena akagemukom HAH PK M.X.CasToBbim)

Annotation

In Kazakhstan marmots sharply only in the beginning of the growing season of vegetation, especially
perennial grasses. At the onset of heat in late May and early June of ground activity is markedly divided
into two cycles, morning and evening, during the midday hours as they come to the surface only
occasionally. In the spring, the activity of marmots few drops even overcast days. With the improvement
of the nutritional value of plants marmots starts to go away from the burrow.
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In revealing the mechanisms of adaptation of the steppe marmot is still poorly understood, questions
remain ethology and biochemical processes of steppe marmot to environmental changes.

Marmot Marmota genus consists of species widely grafting and the largest rodents belonging to the
subfamily of terrestrial squirrel.

In some places it is more abundant in Northern and Central Kazakhstan. Large size, relatively high
requirements for environmental conditions, as well as to the quality of feed mosaic distribution of
marmots within Orel contributed to the development of a process of evolution rather complex population
structure [1].

Marmot inhabits relatively distinct families consisting usually of a pair of adults and 5-12 year-olds profit
and animals. The diet of marmots clearly expressed seasonal change of feed. Importance in their life has

fat accumulation. Found that the total weight of the fat in adult animals during hibernation is 800-1200 g,
average about 20% of body weight. In areas of high vegetation marmot is not usually settles. In the semi-

desert him a little because of the rapid burning of vegetation and there is a general lack of forage. In early
spring, these animals often eat the snow and drink water as dehydrated during sleep the body great need

moisture. Spring in their intestines can detect earth (clay, sand), possibly associated with mineral
starvation. [2,3].



With the start of the growing season and increases the duration of the feeding of plants eaten by greatly
increased. In Kazakhstan marmots sharply only in the beginning of the growing season of vegetation,
especially perennial grasses. At the onset of heat in late May and early June of ground activity is
markedly divided into two cycles, morning and evening, during the midday hours as they come to the
surface only occasionally. In the spring, the activity of marmots few drops even overcast days. With the
improvement of the nutritional value of plants marmots starts to go away from the burrow.

Before hibernation marmots activity very significantly reduced. Breeding takes place in a very short time

of about 30-35 days, the mating estrus and go at it in early March. The early and amicable terms breeding

marmot-probable consequence of frequently repeated and severe droughts in Kazakhstan and undoubtedly
have an adaptive value.

In Central Kazakhstan marmot does not go out of their burrows until April, and the first out of the
burrows at the end of the first decade of May. In Central Kazakhstan holds marmot hibernation from 215
to 255 days.

It is believed that in Central Kazakhstan annual average population growth of marmot does not exceed
20%. Marmots are trying to eat the grass immediately after coming out of their burrows but the first time
in their stomachs dominated by lactic curd mass, which completely replaced by vegetable foods no earlier

than one week.

Lactation lasts not less than 50-55 days. In Kazakhstan, the marmot reaches sexual maturity at the end of
the third year of life. In adult marmots change mechanism starts from the back, then it is on the sides,
only later molt belly, head, groin, tail and mid-June to molt ends.

Thus, we have established some of the environmental features of marmots central Kazakhstan on their
populations, feeding, sleep duration, a period of awakening, fat accumulation and seasonal activity [4].

Our plan was to study some aspects of marmots in Central Kazakhstan and some biochemical indices of
external respiration and blood products of LP and plasma steppe marmot (Marmota bobak).

The material for the study served as the blood and blood plasma 20 steppe marmot both sexes, in the
summer and winter period starting weight, which varied depending on the seasonal changes. There have
been two series of experimental studies. Total number of animals in the 1-series 10 females and 10 males
in the active state during the summer period, the initial weight of 1100 to 4050 g. Total number of
animals in the 2-Series -10 females and 10 males, the initial weight from 1070 to 3200 g. The animals
were kept on a standard diet of the Central Zoo Karaganda region, under normal temperature and
humidity conditions in the natural succession of light and darkness.

A biochemical study of the animals was carried out no later than 1 hour after a set of the blood plasma.
Determination conjugated diene in the blood plasma and the unified method [5,6].
Determination of malondialdehyde in plasma and blood was performed by the modified method [6].

The experimental data were processed using the method of variation statistics. Determined the arithmetic

average of the sample(X), mean square deviation sigma, error arithmetic average (m). The significance of

differences was assessed by Student criterion. In addition, conducted field research on the elements of an
animal in the wild.

Our results are shown in Table 1 and 2.



Table 1 — Seasonal changes in lipid peroxidation in the blood plasma of females and males of the steppe

marmot (M = m)

Ne The Plasma, mkmol/ml
investigated - - -
The winter period The summer period
parameters
=10 =10
Female male Female male
1 DC 18.9£1.25 16.5+1.10 21.9+1.47 18.6+£2.07
2 SB 0.06+£0.002 | 0.058+0.0018 | 0.07+0.0029* | 0.083+0.013
3 MD 3.29+0.24 2.15+0.19 7.0+£0.31%* 3.2240.025*
Note: *-significant in comparison with the group of the summer period p<0.05

Table 2 — Seasonal changes in lipid peroxidation in the blood plasma of females and males of the steppe
marmot (M + m)

Ne The Blood, mkmol/ml
investigated - - -
The winter period The summer period
parameters
=10 m=10
Female male Female male
1 DC 19.0£1.35 17.5+1.25 21.9+1.47 20.6+1.35
2 SB 0.02+0.010 | 0.018+0.0098 | 0.042+0.015 | 0.039+0.012
3 MD 6.90+0.25 5.58+0.19 7.0+£0.31 5.94+0.025
LP- lipid peroxidation, DC- diene conjugates, SB- Schiff base, MD- malondialdehyde

As can be seen from Table 1 and 2, the change of these indicators can be seen as DC, SB, MD seasonal
nature. The change in performance with respect to gender differences are not significant and are
unidirectional nature.

It should be noted the level of LP products in the blood of the steppe marmot is much higher compared to
the plasma. It notes relate to all that we have studied lipid peroxidation.

In addition, we found that the level of DC, SB, MD significantly higher in the blood plasma, blood and
especially in animals of both sexes.

This fact indicates the presence of conjugated double bonds and changes the contents of these substances
in the different seasons of the year. However, we found significant changes in these indicators, in
particular SB, MD, only in the blood plasma. While these changes in the blood are in the nature of trends.



This fact may indicate the effective value of LP blood plasma in the adaptation of these animals in the

summer and winter. Changes in plasma levels may be associated with the transition of a number of LP

products, from the elements of the blood, blood plasma, in moments of crisis adaptation of animals to
seasonal changes[4].

Thus, indicators of LP blood steppe marmot vary from season to season, and these changes are non-
sexual, and the nature of the species.

1. Established ethological features Marmota bobac in Central Kazakhstan.
2. The content of LP products in the blood marmot higher than in the plasma of these animals.

3. The content of LP products is independent of the sex of the animals. LP indicators vary by season.
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JIAJIA CYBIPJIAPBIHBIH KEMBIP ®U3NOJIOT UAJIBIK KOPCETKIIITEPIHIH,

MAYCBIM/IBIK ©3I'EPICTEPI

Pesrome

Kopriaran opraja opraHu3MIep/IiH KalbIITACYbI KAaJITbl HEPAPXMSUTBIK KYPBIIBIMBI €CKepilie OTHIPHIIL,
OeliMIUTIK OpeKEeTIHIH HEeTi3T1 TONBIKTHIFBIH KapacThIPY FRUIBIME 3epTTeY OapbhIChl OOHBIHIIIA KY3ere
achIPBUTAJIBL. AlaMIap MEH KaHyapJiaJblH OeHIMAUTIK 3epTTeIyiHACTI )KYHEIIK KecTelep KOpCeTKEH IeH,
YKaITITBI OpTaHU3MIEPIiH GYHKIHOHAIABIK MYMKIHAIK MEXaHU3M/IEPi aHBIKTAIBI OTHIp. Kemiprim
OpTaHU3MiHiH (PU3HOJIOTHSIIBIK ©3repy Mep3iMaepi, iIIKi OPTaHbIH 9cep €Tyl KeH KeleMie
KapacTHIPBUTBITI COFaH OeHiMIenyl KaJIBINTacKaH, TeK KaHyapJiap/ia FaHa eMec, agamaap/a a Coll
KE3CHHIH MapaMeTpIIepiH 3epTTey i KaMTaMachl3 eTeli.

KinT ce3nep: Gelimaeny, romeocTas3,Mep3iMIiK aifHaIBIM, OHOBIPFAKTap.
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CE30OHHBIE U3SMEHEHN A HEKOTOPBIX ®U3NOJIOTMUYECKUX ITAPAMETPOB

CTEIIHBIX CYPKOB

Pesrome

HayuHble uccneoBaHus 110 U3y4CHUIO IOBEJCHUS €CTECTBEHHO pacCMaTpPUBAET 1IEJI0CTHOE alallTUBHOE
MOBEJCHUE, TPU KOTOPOM YUHTHIBAIOTCS 0011as uepapxudeckas CTpyKTypa MIPUCIOCO0IIIEMOCTH
opranusma B cpesie ooutanus. Kak moxa3piBaeT aHATUTUYECKUN 0030p aAalTUBHBIX HCCICAOBAHUM, Y
YeJI0BEKAa U KMBOTHBIX OBbLI BBISIBJIIEH MEXaHU3M (DYHKIIMOHAJIBHBIX BO3MOKHOCTEH OpraHU3Ma B LIETIOM.
Ce3oHHBIC (PU3HOIIOTHUECKUE U3MEHEHHUS B OpPraHU3Me I'PHI3YHOB, OTpaXkasi HX ITyOOKYIO 3aBUCHMOCTh



OT BJIMSIHUS BHEIIIHEH Cp€abl, MOTYT 00ecneunBaTh N3Y4YCHUC MTapaMCTPOB 3THUX BIIUSHUN B IHUKJIC )XU3HHU
HC TOJIBKO XMBOTHBIX, HO M YCJIOBCKA.

Krouesrie cioBa: ajarnTanus, roMeocCTa3, CC3HHasA NUKINYHOCTD, 6I/IOpI/ITMBI.
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