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KUSHAN MEDALLION FROM KARASPAN

Abstract. This paper covers research results of a copper medallion discovered in 2009 during excavations of
naus, located in necropolis of Karaspatobe hill fort.

During the excavations of one of the burials, a complex of findings was obtained: ceramics, articles from stone,
metal, and extremely rare copper medallion.

Searches of analogues of the medallion led to the world of Kushan, their coin heritage. Probably, the prototype
of Karaspan medallion is a golden coin of Huvishka.

According to the studies of Ye.V. Zeimal, iconography of the Karaspan medallion is characteristic for B period
(5-12"™ phases of the coin), where the presence of a contour nimbus around a head of a tsar, clothes in the form of
caftan and related attribution — a crosier with a pommel in the right hand, lance in the left hand, supported by the
shoulder, headdress with favour or ribbon in the occipital part, etc. were obligatory.

Dating of the Karaspan medallion remains open. Presence in the burial of the related archeological material
(ceramics, articles from stone, metal) of VI-VIII centuries does not allow date this medallion by the late Kushan
period.

The tradition to picture regents on the basis of the coin prototype is observed later in the toreutics of Eastern
Iran. In this relation, Hephthalite silver bowl of V century from Chilek and Panjabi bowl from the Britain museum
were illustrative ones. In the middle of bottom of both bowls, there is a shoulder-length portrait of a man, prepared
by the portrait analogue of Hephthalite coins.

Evidently, the Karaspan medallion and the golden coins of Huvishka, prevailed for a long time and, probably,
passed on. The medallion buried together with its last owner, who probably was representative of local aristocracy
and had special social status in the society, accentuated by the presence of this medallion.

Keywords: Karaspatobe, Huvishka, Kushan Empire, toreutics, medallion, naus, iconography, complex, numis-
matics.
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WnctuTyT apxeomorum uM. A. X. Maprynana, Amvarst, Kazaxcran

KYIIAHCKUI MEJAJIBOH N3 KAPACITAHA

AnHotanus. B crarbe HmyOJNMKYIOTCA PE3yIbTaThl MCCIACAOBAHUA MEIHOIO MEIANbOHA, OOHAPY’KCHHOIO B
2009 roxy, BO BpeMsI PAaCcKOIIOK HAYCA, PACIIONOXKESHHOTO B HEKkpomose ropoauma Kapacnarobe. Mzyuaercst nkoHo-
rpausa mpeamera. B pesyibrare CpaBHUTEIBHO-UCTOPHYSCKOTO aHATM3A ACNACTCA BBIBOJ, YTO IPOTOTUIIOM JAH-
HOTO MCAAJIbOHA MOCITY YKAJTA 30JI0THIC MOHCTHI XYBI/IH.IKI/I TO3HCKY IIAHCKOT'O BPCMCHH.

Kmouesnie ciioBa: Kapacnarode, Xusymka, Kymanckoe 11apcTso, TOPEBTHKA, MEAATBOH, HAYC, HKOHOTPA(ILL,
KOMILTICKC, Hy MU3MATHKA.

IlNopoauie Kapacnantobe pacnosioxkeHo B cpeanem teucHun peku Apeick B HOxHom Kazaxcrane u
OTOXKACCTBIACTCH HCCICAOBATCIIMA CO CPCOHEBEKOBEIM TropoxoMm Apcybanuker (I'eorpaduuecckue
koopaunatet — 42 T 503806 UTM 4703783), u3BeCTHBIM 10 MUCBMCHHBIM UCTOYHHUKAM JOMOHIOJBCKOTO
neproga’. B moCIeMOHrOMbCKOe BpeMst ropos HOCHT Apyroe Hassauue — Kapacaman u Xamamx Kapac-
MmaH [1; 2].
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