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PARADOX OF GLOBALIZATION:
PREJUDICES AND STEREOTYPES

Abstract. Globalization is certainly characterized by connectedness, but that does not mean it implies the
emergence of a truly “borderless” world. Globalization surely does imply mutual interdependence, but it does not
herald the end of the nation-state system. Since Kazakhstan received its independence, the country had been taken by
the globalization storm. This conclusion can be reached by analyzing the usual indicators — the rates of the trade,
transport, and communications development. Judging by these indicators, the growth Kazakhstan is demonstrating is
more than reassuring. The collapse of the Soviet Union led to profound changes in ethnicity and identity policies and
practices in the newly independent countries, including Kazakhstan. The ethnically diverse population of Kazakhstan
presented a particularly unique challenge for the new regime and its approaches to the identity-building policies. The
need of this research is defined by an increase of international interactions and international tension in commu-
nication in the Republic of Kazakhstan. We believe that ethnic stereotypes of different ethnic groups have distinc-
tions depending on ethnos, i.e. ethnic stereotypes at the Russian and Kazakh nationalities have distinctive features.
The obtained data allow us to draw a conclusion that Russians in their autostereotype tend to pay more attention to
their own personal and business qualities. Thus, in an autostercotype of Kazakhs are priority qualities, concerning
humanistic and communicative properties of the personality.

Keywords: globalization, ethnic stereotypes, ethnos, autostercotype, heterostereotypes.

Introduction. After independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, Kazakhstan rapidly opened its
door to the world, unlike its neighboring countries, Uzbekistan or Tajikistan. In 21st century, owing to its
rich natural resources and high world price of oil, Kazakhstan has enjoyed the benefits of globalization.
Now, Kazakhstan is a leading country in Central Asia, and trying to secure its role as a bridge between
Europe and Asia.

The Republic of Kazakhstan is a landlocked country, which is surrounded by five countries: Russia,
China, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan. Kazakhstan was a part of USSR until its collapse.

Because of its vast territory and abundant natural resources, especially oil from Caspian Sea, Kazakh-
stan was a major supplier of energy to Soviet Union. Extraction industries kept growing in the post-Soviet
cra. The World Bank estimates that exports of natural resources account for seventy percent of
Kazakhstan’s total exports in 2007. Now, the world is paying attention to Kazakhstan as one of the most
important oil producers outside the Middle East.

Globalization was not always beneficial to Kazakhstan. Being highly dependent on world economy
made the economy of Kazakhstan vulnerable to wild fluctuations. Kazakhstan also struggled to avoid the
traps of ‘Dutch disease,” as a rentier state.
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