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ROLE CONFLICT “WIFE VS MOTHER”:
EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS

Abstract. The problem of the family, its preservation and strengthening occupy an essential place among social
issues. The social changes affect family, unstable economic situation cause conflicts, and divorces. Marriage and
family in the minds of many young people become more means of satisfying the needs for intimacy and informal
contact. In the family environment, in communication, in the dialogue of different generations, the child grows. The
family is considered today as a system of relationships in which the interaction of parents and children predominates,
i. child-parent relations. Parenting is a cultural and historical phenomenon, a historically changeable phenomenon
that is influenced by social norms and values. The purpose of our study was an investigation of modern student’s
ideas about the female role in a family. In the framework of the study, we provided respondents with a Linkert scale
describing the "ideal" and "real" mothers.
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The modern family in Kazakhstan is undergoing significant transformation, due to socio-economic
and political changes in society and the value system.

Studying the family today, we can identify some socio-psychological metamorphoses that allow us to
determine its problem areas, such as deformation of the structure; change of socio-economic and socio-
psychological functions; internal stiffness and blurring of external borders; growth of divorces.

According to the research of scholars (Dzhakupov, Kabakova, Zhanazarova, Elyubayeva, etc.), with
the acquisition of sovereignty in the Republic of Kazakhstan, national differences have become more
pronounced at the institutional and household levels [1]. National traditions and characteristics became a
criterion of behavior; family relation reflects external and internal motivation. In our study, we pay
attention to two aspects of family relations: the national mentality that determines child-parent ties and the
multicultural process in CIS countrics. We speak about the cultural study it's essential to specify ethnic
differences.

This study will reveal the social and psychological characteristics of the role of the wife and mother
in the context of family representations of modern students.

Nemov believes that marital satisfaction is determined by the interaction of the following five factors:

- the individual characteristics of each member of the family, in particular, the representations of each
of them about themselves; relations between husband and wife, especially those that arise in the system of
distribution of homework between them;

- the relationship between each parent and child; ties existing honey with a new family and two initial
ones: parents and relatives of husband and wife;

- material and professional circumstances of the family life.

Spousal, contentment or dissatisfaction can be caused by any of these factors alone or by any
combination of them [2]. Satisfaction with marriage reflects the relationship of a person to their marriage
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and is an indicator of the needs of the family system. Satisfaction with marriage as a qualitative indicator
of the functioning of the family is of great importance in the diagnosis of the family system. Together with
the structural and functional signs, it allows you to build an adequate picture of family relations in
objective and subjective plans, create hypotheses about different spheres of family life, and also develop
optimal strategies for the family psychotherapy.

According to Torokhtiy, the main criteria of the psychological health of the family is the similarity of
family values, functional-role consistency, social role relevance in the family, emotional satisfaction,
adaptability in microsocial relations, aspiration for family longevity. Let us consider the features of their
manifestation [3].

The similarity of family values reflects the coincidence, orientational unity of views, relations of
family members to universal norms, rules, principles of formation, development, and functioning of the
family as a small social group. We can observe two trends. The first is the polarization of value orienta-
tions among family members like parents Vs. children. The second is deformation, family values and the
appearance of ideas, interests, and beliefs of family members that are different from the traditionally
established goals.

The role structure, the family determines socio-role adequacy. It reflects the level of realization of
interpersonal, intrafamily expectations. From each member of the family, as already noted above, a
particular role is expected to perform. However, with the assimilation of social experience, every member
of the family as a person today increasingly finds a contradiction between her internal position about the
assigned role and the normatively approved pattern of behavior in her [4].

Emotional satisfaction shows the nature of each other loves acceptance and respect in the family. It is
the highest degree of emotional intimacy - "biased attitude" to each other - that makes up a unique quality
of a healthy family. It is clear that their relationships mediate psychological ties between family members.

With the social context for the activities of modern women are significant transformational changes
occurring in all spheres of society (in the economy - the transition from the administrative-command
system to market relations, in the political area - the movement from totalitarianism to democratic forms
of life, etc.). Naturally, the transformations also affect the sphere of family relations, which were not so
tragic for the family, how destructive they were for the national economy, for the foundations of state
life [5].

Role conflict occurs when one person performs several social roles and when tension arises between
them. The individual faces a tense relationship (role conflict) in an attempt to adhere to incompatible
functions, for example, the employee and the mother. Among the possible role conflicts of a woman, the
contradiction between her social and family roles became particularly acute.

The fact that cultural-historical and ethnocultural factors condition the social relationships of the
sexes makes it necessary to analyze not only the status of "women in general," but also the specific type of
women (in this case, the Kazakh woman). The woman in modern life has to face a conflict between social
expectation and her wishes. Motherhood in Kazakh traditions is the essential part and main female duty
but how it works with child-free groups.

The social construction of motherhood has had a tumultuous history and it is fair to assume a
tumultuous future will continue to follow at least in the near-term. The role definition of motherhood has
passed from patriarchal systems for much of history through to the rise of feminism where attempts are
being made to reduce and eliminate ideas of ownership and imbalances of power, as well as of hierarchical
and dualistic thinking which have previously dominated the definition of motherhood.

The practice of mothering furthers identity changes, particularly because women are faced by the
realities of motherhood in juxtaposition with their ideals of motherhood. Identifying as a mother and
developing a motherhood identity involves integrating internalized ideals about how women believe they
ought to mother with the lived reality of motherhood. When women who are mothers do not reach this
ideal, they often feel guilty or blame themselves for their shortcomings as mothers. Complicating this fur-
ther, women are often expected to experience only positive feelings about motherhood and to be the ideal
mother that is portrayed by society. As an example of this, new mothers in Miller’s (2007) study expres-
sed some initial confusion about mothering and spent significant energy learning to be attuned to their
children’s needs [5]. Their matemal confidence grew gradually, but the women persisted in comparing
themselves to the culturally endorsed ideals of motherhood and continuously felt tension over their own







