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SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS OF LIVING STANDARDS
IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract. The article analyzes the main components of the population’s living standards in the Republic of
Kazakhstan in terms of such indicators as the income level of the population and their purchasing ability, the average
monthly wage, the average size of the accrued pensions, and the subsistence minimum. The analysis included
separate regions of the country and Kazakhstan as a whole.Indicators that reduce the quality of life of Kazakhstanis
are revealed.

Based on the conducted studies, it was concluded that the quality of life of the population is an integral
characteristic that gives an idea of the life activity of a person and socicty, therefore the improvement of the quality
of life is the main task and criteria of the activity of the authorities.
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Introduction. Economy of Kazakhstan is at the important stage of development, including the for-
mation of a socio-economic model aimed at overcoming the consequences of the financial crisis and
capable of adapting to the realities of modern processes occurring in the entire global economy, which is
characterized by the intensification of globalization and convergence.

In modern conditions in the RK, one of the priority areas of socio-economic policy is to improve the
living standard of the population.

Living standard and comprehensive human development - these categories constitute a meaningful
characteristic of modern approaches to the problems of economic growth and development of society.

In the practice of analyzing the standard of living and its statistical accounting, the cost integral
indicator of living is used. The term "cost of living" is used to refer to the value of consumer goods corres-
ponding to a certain level of satisfaction of needs. According to this interpretation, changes in the cost of
living are determined by the dynamics of consumer prices, structural changes in consumption associated
with the growth of income and needs, the state of the market situation (the ratio of effective demand and
supply of goods), as well as other factors.

With this understanding, the cost of living is most consistent with the content of the category of living
standards, takes into account the conditions of life and work [1]. "Cost of living" is considered in the form
of consumer budgets of the population (actual, normative and forecast) and is proposed as a cost tool for
the study of the standard of living system. The definition of the standard of living is a rather complex
process, on the one hand, depending on the evaluation of the composition and magnitude of the needs of
society, and on the other hand -capacity of the country's economy is limited to meet them. In international
comparisons, the living standard can be characterized by a number of summary and partial indicators:
gross national income; real incomes of the population; average and minimum wages of employees and the
level of pensions, their ratio to the subsistence minimum; the level of consumption of basic material goods
by the population; housing per capita; differentiation of income and consumption; length of life; level of
education, etc [2].
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Results of the research. In the world practice, the value of gross national income (GNI) per capita,
calculated at the purchasing power parity of currencies. It is used as the integral indicator of the resource
supply of the living standard. In February 2016, an average of 70.1 thousand tenge of income was
accounted per resident of the country. Itis 14% more than a year earlier [3].

The Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan declares that the state is democratic, secular, legal,
social and the highest values of which are a person, his life, rights and freedoms. On the basis of this, the
main task of the state's social policy and the main criterion of its effectiveness is a steady improvement in
the people’s quality of life. In the Strategy "Kazakhstan-2050": a new political course of the state "and in
all messages of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the people, from 1997 to 2017, it was noted
that the issues of social well-being, prosperity, welfare improvement remain on the foreground of the state
policy and issues of social support of the population [4]. The welfare of a society largely depends on the
properly chosen social policy of the state, which in turn depends on whether it has enough information and
how the information fully shows the problems in modern society. From solving the problems of the level
and quality of life largely depends the direction and speed of further changes in the country and, ultima-
tely, political, and, consequently, economic stability in society, The solution of these problems requires a
certain policy worked out by the state, the central point of which would be a person, his well-being,
physical and social health. That is why all the transformations, which, some way or another can lead to a
change in the standard of living, arouse great of interest to a wide variety of people [5]. The Kazakhstan
policy on forced industrial-innovative development also imposes new high demands on the model of
social development. There is an even greater shift in the state strategy towards social priorities. Kazakh-
stan positions itself as a socially-oriented state, which still has a significant burden on the state budget for
social welfare spending. The share of spending on social welfare is 1/5 of the cost of the state budget,
while the sector together with health creates less than 2% of GDP. The main priorities of the state policy
of our republic, in accordance with the President's instructions, were and continue to be the development
of human capital and the improvement of the living standard. The Government's programs for this purpose
are aimed primarily at maintaining employment and raising incomes, and social protection for the most
vulnerable groups of the population. Even in the conditions of the outbreak of the global financial crisis,
the state has not refused to provide social support to its citizens. Thanks to the financial "cushion" in the
form of the National Fund, the state managed to keep all social programs intact, and even increase funding
for some of them. According to the report of the Global Competitiveness Index of the World Economic
Forum (GCI WEF) for 2015-2016, Kazakhstan ranked 42nd in the ranking among 140 countries, rising to
8 places in comparison with the rating results of the previous year.

Discussion of the results. According to the Human Development Index in 2016, the republic was
included in the group of countries with a high level of development, ranking 56 out of 188 countries.
According to the International Labor Organization, in the rating of average wages, Kazakhstanis wage
wasat € 339 per person and held a modest 61 place out of 71 countries in which studies were conducted.
Consolation is that oil-rich Argentina and Azerbaijan were even lower, at 62 and 63 places correspon-
dingly [6].

The urban population of Kazakhstan is 54%, it lives in 87 cities, the largest of which are:

— Almaty (1,705 thousand people);

— Shymkent (886 thousand people);

— Astana (873 thousand people);

— Karaganda (498 thousand people).

If you take the convenience of life and prospects for development, then the leader can be Astana — a
unique city, a former Tselinograd, and as the capital, built almost from scratch.

If we take business opportunities, Almaty is beyond competition. On other parameters, the Kazakh-
stanis argue among themselves and enthusiastically create various ratings.

The positive trend is related to the state's actions in the investment areca. Roads, schools, kinder-
gartens are being actively constructed, with the support of the authorities, new production enterprises and
job places are created.In the country, the average duration of life has reached 69 years, the welfare of the
population has increased, which have spent more to purchase durable goods. Other indicators of the
quality of life and demographic indicators have improved on which depends on the country's sustainable
development and its competitiveness on the external arena. At the same time, the main causes of death are
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