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SETTLEMENT OF THE LATE BRONZE AGE
IN KARZHANTAU FOOTHILL

Abstract. The settlement of the Bronze Age — Burgulyuk is located 50 km to the south-cast from Shymkent,
near homonymic natural landmark of the north-west slopes of Karzhantau range in South Kazakhstan oblast.

According to the settlement excavation materials, there are fixed two large settling periods, matching by their
chronological frames with the first stage of Tashkent oasis Burgulyuk culture — IX-VII centuries B.C., that is also
synchronous with the monuments of Central Kazakhstan, Zailiysky Alatau and Semirechye of that time.

The peculiarity of the found ceramic material, its distinctive features from synchronous crops, lead to the idea
that we are dealing with a new type of pottery of the late bronze age, which we propose to call Karzhantau.

The originality of the found ceramic material, its distinctive features from synchronous in time cultures, lead to
the idea that we are dealing with a new type of pottery of the Late Bronze Age, which we propose to call Karzhantau.
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In due time, V.M. Masson, studying the origins of the urban culture of Central Asia, wrote: “New
materials with more and more persuasion show that the origins of the urbanization process in Central Asia,
at least in its southern regions, should be searched in the monuments of the Bronze Age. From our
viewpoint, we can speak about two epochs in the urbanization of Central Asia — the ancient oriental (the
end of III — middle of I millennium BC) and antique (III century BC — IV century AD)”. [Masson V.M.,
1974, p. 6].

V.M. Masson determined the chronology of the initial stage of the urbanization, analyzing materials
of the monuments of the Bronze Age of southern regions of Central Asia, such as, Namazga-Depe, Altyn-
Depe, Yas-Depe, Sapallitepe, etc. and found their ancient oriental roots. Note that the question was about
the territory of Amu-Darya basin.

In the studied area of the right bank of Syr-Darya, we have discovered a settlement of the Bronze
Age, which, undoubtedly, is the first stage in the urbanization of Ispidzhab historical-cultural district of
South Kazakhstan.

The settlement of the Bronze Age was discovered in the course of the exploration of Burgulyuk-2, the
burial ground of the Early Iron Age, located 50 km to the south-east from Shymkent, near homonymic
natural landmark of the north-west slopes of Karzhantau range in South Kazakhstan oblast. At that time, in
2002, during excavation of the mounds, as well as in the course of overtures in several burial mounds, we
found fragments of ceramics characteristic of the Bronze Age. On this basis, we assumed that there was
overlaying of the Early Iron Age burial mounds on the carlier one [Baitanayev B.A ., 2002, p. 249-251].
However, later during the desk reviews we found out that the burial mounds were constructed on the
territory of the Bronze Age settlement, soil taken from this settlement was also used for their mounds.

In 2003, 7 excavations were deliberately laid on the territory of Burgulyuk-2 burial ground to identify
occupation layers of the Bronze Age settlement. In the course of the archeological works, we revealed
remaining structures of the settlement. Also, an element of a dwelling of the Bronze Age with round
planning was revealed on the western edge of the burial ground near 10" burial mound [Baitanayev B.A.,
etal., 2004].
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The excavations conducted on the settlement showed that the southern part of the natural chain with
the monument was settled very intensively.

Two large periods of the settlement functioning are clearly fixed. In the first stage, people erected
their dwellings using traditional many years’ building experience of their ancestors. At first, they
excavated foundation pits of corresponding sizes, which walls were stoned in several rows. Then,
apparently, walls of framed type, which were covered by roof, were erected.

In the course of the excavations, we defined the character of the blockwork, remained on some
sections at a height of four stone rows (about 60 ¢cm). They were lined with the observation of certain
regularities. Thus, in the southemn part, the blockwork looked as follows: the row of rolled stones
(boulders) was on the underside, they were covered by large flattened stones. Then there was again the
row of boulders, which, i its turn, covered the flattened stones.

Judging by remains of the walls, we revealed sizeable house, where outlined four rooms.

Second dwelling, revealed under the 10" burial mound, as against the described above, had round
planning. In the course of the opening, we determined that the revealed sangar is spread by the north-south
line and consists of 4 rows of large river boulders. The boulders from the sangar have various sizes. The
overall length of the revealed wall remains is about 1.5 m, width — 0.5 m, height — 0.5 m. The last on¢ is a
part of the dwelling by 1.42 m width, however, the northern wall of the dwelling was lost. The floor level
is lowered in the western direction. Near the wall, we cleared bones of animals and small fragments of
ceramics. Also, a fragmented boat-shaped grain bruiser of a small size was found on the floor level. The
floor surface was covered by separate accumulations of coals and globs of iron clay. Possibly one more
dwelling was joint to this structure in the south.

Explorers of kulusay culture of the Late Bronze Age, separated on the territory of mountainous areas
of Northern Tien Shan, note certain regularity in the selection of the habitation place, characterized by the
arrangement of settlements on the verge of forest area and Alpine meadows [Mar’yashev A N., Gorya-
chev A A, 2001, p. 121]. In this context, settling of piedmont slopes of Karzhantau with rich timber
reserves in the Late Bronze Age is entirely regular. To a certain degree, selection of the habitation place
for this settlement is similar to settlements of kulusay type.

Our settlement is located so, that it is surrounded by mountain offshoots from three sides, protecting
it from the northern-eastern winds prevailing in winter. Availability of water sources and heavy grass
stand, allowing graze cattle from the middle of spring to the middle of autumn, made it convenient for
cattle breeding, which apparently formed the basis of household. Cattle, judging by findings of bones,
consisted of small and great cattle. However, crop farming also had specified value. Findings of the grain
bruisers” pieces (figure 22) give evidence of cercal cropping, most likely, by boharic method. At the same
time, only limited areas, irrigated at the expense of small canals, can be used under the crop farming. The
crop farming, probably, had secondary character, but not general one. The settlers were also engaged in
weaving and used for that spindle whorls, turned from walls of vessels.

Ceramics, obtained in the place of settlement, was found only in fragments. It was formed without
use of a potter’s wheel by the ribbon method or by clay extrusion, heap firing. The paste was well washed
and mixed. Broken shell rock, gypsum, and sometimes fine sand, were used as a thinning agent. Collars of
all kinds of vessels were often decorated by crossed riffling (nail ornament) or lines, and surface — by
comb-shaped, linear and pressed ornament, covered on the water-logged paste in the form of herringbone,
rarely — zigzag. Surface of the most vessels was carefully polished and expressly glossed. By available
forms, all the crockery can be divided into the following types:

Caldrons: the surface is usually smoked. Judging by available fragments, vessels had spherical or
close to it form. Collar of a simple configuration is marked by a round, sometimes pulled out. Sometimes,
the upper base of collars has a flat surface. Neck is short, bottom is flat, with a characteristic ledge in the
near-bottom part. Vessels greatly vary by sizes: edge diameters consist from 13-14 ¢m to 33 cm and more.

Pots: by the quality of manufacture, sizes and forms hardly differ from caldrons, only surface has no
traces of smoke.

Bowls: least of all meeting type of crockery. Strongly very by sizes from 16-18 cm to 30 cm and
more. A form of the collar is simple, it is like a simple continuation of the vessel wall. The thickness of
fragments of large bowls achieves 1.2 cm.
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