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THE OSSUARY FROM TEMIRLAN

Abstract. The site of the accidental discovery of the ossuary is located 40 km from Shymkent, on the western
outskirts of the village of Temirlan, in the erosion of Naimanaryk, cutting a field north of the river. Arysi.

The history of studying ossuaries in Kazakhstan and Central Asia totals more than 115 and 145 years res-
pectively. Their number (several hundred) and a rather wide variety, typology and chronology of existence, has been
the subject of many studies, including dissertations.

The ossuaries published here, the subjects of the humid burial, from the necropolis to the ancient settlement of
Shymkent expand the geography of such finds (from Chui Valley to Turkmenistan and further ... Iran, Palestine). In
addition, the shape of a ceramic funerary vessel, apparently reproducing local structures of primary (temporary)
burial, is also unique. The presence of the legs of the ossuary supports it with the Khorezmian.

Keywords: Ossuary funeral rite, Zoroastrians, pre-Islamic traditions, Southern Kazakhstan, the valley of the
river. Arys, culture.

The unknown before for the wide area of Southern Kazakhstan the ossuary burial was revealed: bone
remains, more than ten fragments of ossuary and accompanying jug Kaptabekov Altai the local inhabitant
of the village of Temirlan in the break washout of Naymanaryk located 3 km to the West from the
highway road Shymkent-Turkestan in 2016. About unique find it has been reported to the employee of
museum of local lore of Temirlan Alimbekova Madina who has told to academician of NAS RK Baita-
nayev B.A. He made surveying and inspection of the place of a find, situated 40 km from Chimkent. After
the carried-out qualified archacological restoration by the archeologist A. Donets the initial forms to the
ossuary have been restored and can be presented in the publication.

Funeral ceremony — one of the main markers of spiritual culture of all historical socicties. Wonder-
fully many lines of ceremonies of burial have something in common through various times, continents and
cultures not only on appearance, but also an internal essence of conditionality of a ceremony. Tradition of
burial (cleaned) bone remains in ceramic (stone, alabaster) the vessels which are specially made if
opportunitics allowed, or were carried out by more "budgetary” options of burials in the form of khoums
(big ceramic vessels), in particular with loops or holes through which it was possible to tie up of a cover of
a bone storage, about which will be write lower in article. Also were carried out in burials — holes, in spe-
cially allotted places it is very characteristic of a certain stage of development of spiritual and also mate-
rial culture and the wide region of Eurasia.

The ossuary ceremony could be correlated with a certain level of development not only the pagan
culture, but also social structure of society in general. Forms of this manifestation are known not only in
Central Asia and Iran before the spreading of Islam. Burials of previously cleaned bones are known also in
other cultures, including, in Christian, especially in Catholic in any possible form. The Judaic ceremony
of times of Jesus Christ also provided primary burial in special stone construction or the cave cut in the
rock — a tomb. Only in a year, after assignment of a body (in Palestine processes of decomposition of
bodies proceed quickly) when flesh decays, collected bones and put them in an ossuary or even in a pole
in the tomb. But also at the time of Christ in the Middle East not all families were able to afford to bury
finally died relative in an ossuary. Still S.P. Tolstov spoke about communications between ancient
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Khwarezm and Sumer. To the connection established including thanks to the profound astral knowledge
which is traced on the recorded sacral orientations of cult objects, for example Koi-Krylgan-Kala. On the
other hand, there is an opinion, that at a Fedorovsky stage of the Bronze Age in Khakassia there were the
Mazdayasna dakhmas [Larichev V.E., et al., 2016, s.147-149].

As it was established by long-term researches approximately from the 4-th century AD the similar
burial ceremony began to practice steadily and in the wide territory of Central Asia, few certain regions of
Iran though in Khwarezm he is known long before this time. At the same time, features of archacological
studying of ossuaries, often casual character of finds, can demonstrate that the main part of artifacts
connected with mass burials of that period preserved "in situ". The pre-monotheist of ceremonial rituals
the anthropomorphous statues or sculptures known all over the Ancient world and in early medieval
societies can be other example of general prevalence.

Data about the ossuaries and similar ceremony of burial, since the Neolithic, proceed from in all
enough developed civilizations of the Ancient World and is related to the most different eras and cultures.
It is possible that the ceremony and the mythology causing it are connected with certain pre-knowledge,
with perception of the earth as living being who has lived up to distribution of Muslim culture. Many lines
of these views remain and, practically, up to now (for example, Chapter VIII of the monograph M.B.
Mejtarchiyan: Ethnographic sources about remnants of Zoroastrian ideas of a funeral ceremony in and
religious beliefs of the people of Central Asia and Kazakhstan) [ Mejtarchiyan M.B., 2001, ]. Despite so
obvious facts of existing of the similar funeral ceremonies, artifacts from Kazakhstan serving as the proof
of their distribution there was slightly.

Short data about the ossuaries of Kazakhstan. Until recently the ancient settlement of the Early
Medieval Taraz and its necropolis was the only place in Kazakhstan where in large quantities there were
ossuaries of the most different forms, their fragments. In funds of the regional local history museum Taraz
a number of ossuaries was collected, mainly, it is casual finds. Walls of these ceramic vessels are richly
omamented; covers of ossuary, some of them have sculptural modeled heads. A full variety of registration
and forms of vessels attracts attention: present interest yurt shaped ossuary, another on walls has sculp-
tures of aged men with a paliform beard, superficial paths instead of eyes. And in other ossuary two fi-
gures standing on corners reminding Turkic stone sculptures are placed. These burials are dated with the
5-7-th centuries AD.

The first find of an ossuary in the center of Taraz city has happened in 1904 and has been recorded
by the chief of the Auliye-Ata County, the member of the Turkestan circle of fans of archeology
V.A. Kallaur. M.E. Mason who has found several Zoroastrian and the Nestorian of burials made
excavation in Auliye-Ata in 1927 [Senigova T.N., 1972, S. 114].

Great interest for reconstruction of various ceremonies which can be connected with options of
Zoroastrian rituals is represented by the burials found and partially investigated in the Mountain massif of
Tekturmas that in translation means "the uncasy place" located in 1 kilometer from the city of Taraz, on
the right bank of Talas River. On the most top point of the ridge the remains of the fundament of the
mausoleum of Tekturmas which has been constructed in the 10-12 th centuries were recorded. This ruins
have been sorted in 1933 and mausoleum been reconstructed in recent years. The Zhambyl Archaeological
point worked since the 1946 as a filial of the Institute of History, Archacology and Ethnography of the AS
of Kaz.SSR, headed by G.I. Patsevich have carried out excavation of several hollows. Workers of
archacological point have opened two more ancient cemeteries. One is situated on the east slope near the
modern Christian cemetery burials belonged to followers of a cult of Zoroastr are found ("fire wor-
shippers"). This cemetery it, judging by results of excavation, existed from 7-th to the 12-th centuries
G 1. Patsevich writes that "according to requirements of this cult, corpses of the dead were exposed on the
sublime place where bones of a corpse were cleaned from meat, exposed for birds and even for this
purpose they hold dogs" [Patsevich G. L., 1948, S. 100]. As we believe, most likely, soon after mass
acceptance of Islam at a boundary of the 9-10-th centuries the main part of the population, carrying out
open mass ceremonies on necropolises has soon stopped. V.A. Kol’chenko concerning dating of Chuy
Valley ossuary noted an obvious tendency to rejuvenation of their age from researchers of these artifacts
of the 5-7-th centuries by 8-10-th centuries on the whole complex / set of sources for the Chuy Valley in
this regard [Kol'chenko V.A , 1999, S. 93].
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