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ABOUT THE MAINTENANCE OF THE KAZAKHSTAN POLICY
OF SPIRITUALITY AND TOLERANCE

Abstract. After acquisition of the state sovereignty our country has proclaimed itself as the secular state, with
the Basic Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Our country is multi-religious society, where the religious tolerance
acts as priority policy of the state in the field of religion. Promotion of eternal, boundless, invariable value is focused
on interior, which defines spirituality of modern Kazakhstan society. During the transition period from one system of
public administration to another, the social shocks in any society influenced on religion, minds and consciousness of
the people. Therefore attendants of cult try to occupy actively developed vacuum in the spiritual sphere, conduct pro-
motion of religious views. From the moment of appearance of mankind the religion acts as the universal value, the
kind of culture. All cult constructions, religious and philosophical works, church rituals and ceremonies have influen-
ced to the internal contents. According to the current legislation in Kazakhstan the religious associations are separa-
ted from the state. It is impossible to give some preference to any religion. The situation in the sphere of religion and
the interfaith relations for the last two and a half decades has considerably changed.
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The influence of processes of globalization is felt by Kazakhstanians in all spheres of society: the
national economy adapts to the requirements of the global market and its main players, political reforms
are carried out not without the influence of international democratic institutions and organizations; the
reforms implemented in the system of higher education are aimed at its entry into the world educational
space, ctc. In the context of the claims of the Islamic fundamentalists to establish a new totalitarian poli-
tical regime of a religious nature, and to unleash them at the beginning of the 21st century, a special sound
is acquired in the religious perspective. the terrorist war not only against the Western civilization, but also
moderately-minded Muslims, building their lives on the basis of universal human values.

Religion as a bearer of spiritual and moral ideals and cultural traditions has a high value in the eyes of
Kazakhstanis. The power of religious ethics is actively used to form the moral and spiritual world of the
rising generation. Islam and Orthodoxy are one of the main cultural components in the life of the Kazakh
and Russian peoples and it is no coincidence that the state recognized Kurban-ait and Christmas as official
weekends. Each religion in its language carries universal human values, enshrines norms of behavior in
society, acts as the guardian of the spiritual values of the people.

Kazakhstan is a natural border between the world's largest religions — Islam, Christianity and
Buddhism, which is why our country is rightly called the "crossroads of civilizations." Representatives of
different peoples and ethnic groups lived and worked here for centuries. Here there were strong cultural
and economic ties that contributed to mutual enrichment and prosperity. And this enormous wealth of the
people of the country seeks to preserve and pass on to its descendants.

It should not be forgotten that it was precisely in the religions that the wealth of cultural and valuable
material was accumulated and preserved, the centuries-old wisdom of mankind, its dreams and expecta-
tions, aspirations and hopes are concentrated. Therefore, the involvement of young people in the cultural
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heritage of religious experience will contribute to the expansion of their world-view positions and cultural
enlightenment.

Historically, Kazakhstan is a country of religious pluralism. In the structure of its confessional space,
the main part in the number of parishioners is the unions of Muslims and Orthodox Christians. Among the
population of the republic there is an increase in the prestige of religious organizations, new religious
formations have appeared, and there is a tendency towards religion of people who were previously indif-
ferent to it. Today, our compatriots began to pay more attention to true spirituality, and not to reduce their
religious interest exclusively to external forms.

If viewed from the point of view of geography, then the most religious regions are the southern and
western regions of Kazakhstan. Although in Kazakhstan traditionally strong positions of Protestantism are
strong. Despite the mass departure from the country of the German population, the Baptist, Lutheran,
Adventist organizations, as well as numerous Protestant associations occupy a definite place among deno-
minations common in the territory of Kazakhstan. Over the past years since independence, there have been
a number of different missions and communities, whose doctrine was only recently known to a narrow
circle of religious scholars, namely the religious organizations of methodism and neo-protestantism, such
communities and cults as Vera Baha'i, Scientology, the Church of the Unification , Krsna consciousness,
Church of the last covenant, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) and so on [7].

The arrival of religious confessions in Kazakhstan, which had not previously been known to our
society, can be attributed to the consequences of globalization, freely or involuntarily eroding to a certain
degree the cultural identity of Kazakhstanis. The attitude towards these confessions is ambiguous. The
population of Kazakhstan has never been inclined to fanatical faith, it is distinguished by tolerance and
tolerance in the inter-confessional sphere.

By adhering to the policy of noninterference in the internal life of denominations, the state stimulates
the development of dialogue between them, promoting their full realization of their functions.

At present, Kazakhstan has a rich, historically priceless experience of peaceful coexistence of
different religions, cultures and civilizations, which contributed to the formation of similar value orienta-
tions of the majority of the country's population, the creation of a tolerant atmosphere of interfaith har-
mony and mutual respect.

This statement of facts is important because, against the backdrop of interethnic and interconfessional
conflicts in the world, the unique Kazakhstan experience in strengthening inter-religious and interreligious
dialogue has appeared to be in demand at the global level. The beginning of identity is laid down in the
sphere of spirituality, its priorities are found in religious culture. At the same time, religious identification
is often a component of cultural identity. A person accepting a certain group attributes himself to the
religion accepted within the framework of this culture.

According to the norms of international law, members of the United Nations have a duty to develop
and promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction on the basis of
race, sex, language, nationality, religion or state of health, and to combat intolerance [1]. But at the same
time, we must understand the importance of the issue of national security, which is the foundation of the
existence and sovereignty of the country.

On June 30, 2002 in Astana, the Astana Declaration on Tolerance and Non-Discrimination was
adopted at the OSCE Conference [2]. This Conference is a confirmation of Kazakhstan's commitment to
the development of the dialogue of civilizations and the deepening of mutual understanding between
peoples and religions. These rights are enshrined in national laws such as: Article 1 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Kazakhstan states that Kazakhstan is a democratic, secular, legal and social state, the
highest values of which are man, his life, rights and freedom. [3]. On October 11, 2011, the Law "On
Religious Activities and Religious Associations" confirms the right of every person to freedom of
conscience, guarantees the equality of everyone regardless of his religious belief, recognizes the historical
role of Islam in the Hanafi direction and Orthodox Christianity in the development of the culture and
spiritual life of the people, respects other religions, combined with spiritual heritage the people of Ka-
zakhstan, recognizes the importance of interfaith consent, religious tolerance and respect for the religious
convictions of citizens [4].

Today, in the Central Asian region, spiritual currents with gazes that can affect a well-established
religious situation have spread. Favorable soil for such trends is the lack of faith in religious dogmas, the
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