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STUDY OF THE YIELD OF HUMIC ACIDS
IN A HYDRODYNAMIC ROTARY-PULSATING APPARATUS

Abstract. In order to better understand what happens to the composition and structure of humic acids under the
influence of hydrodynamic processing, we processed the same treatment under the most severe conditions: coals with
a degree of crushing of 0-3 mm were treated in the HRPA with an alkali solution at S: L = 1: 4 at the ratio of 20% of
alkali for total raw material, at temperature 70 °C and duration of one minute. After that, the chemical characteristics
and fractional composition of the initial humic acids and processed in HRPA were established. The results showed
that the effect of hydrodynamic forces leads to an increase in the content of carbon and hydroxyl groups in humic
acids. The amount of total oxygen of the functional groups for humic acids of coals increase significantly and the
oxygen content drops noticeably in an unaccounted form, which may occur due to rupture of ester bonds or of
heterocycles.
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Introduction. The extraction of humic acids of different coals and transfer to the solution proceeds in
different ways [1-5]. Quantitative extraction of humic acids are different as well depending on the alkaline
reagent. Humic acids are most easily extracted by a caustic soda. The extraction with sodium carbonate
and ammonium hydroxide changes in a different way. Humic acids of Karazhira coal (Kazakhstan
deposits)and waste of Kyzylkiya Coal have the greatest reactivity to interaction with solutions of alkalis
and ease of recovery.

One of the tasks of our work was the selection of raw materials for the production of humic acid salts
for the national economy. From these positions, raw materials should contain not only a large amount of
humic acids, but the latter must be casily extracted with alkali. As alkali, we used sodium hydroxide, a
mixture of sodium hydroxide and sodium carbonate. The process of dissolution of humic acids in various
solvents and alkalis is directly dependent on the content of acidic functional groups and in the reverse of
the aromatic condensation [6, 7.

Experimental part. To intensify the process of extraction of humic acids by alkaline reagents, we
applied a hydrodynamic rotary-pulsation apparatus. The apparatus includes a housing 1 with a suction pipe
2 and an unloading port 3, a conical rotor 5 is fixed to the shaft 4, and a stator 7 is mounted on the housing
cover 6, which can move in the longitudinal direction. On the conical surfaces of the rotor and stator there
are grooves 8 located along the generatrix.

The device works as follows. The pulp through the suction pipe gets into the zone of the first row of
the rotor indentations, from which it is thrown into the stator grooves. Under the pressure of the following
portions, the pulp from the stator enters the next row of rotor depressions, etc. Since the conical surface of
the stator is pressed against the surface of the rotor by springs 9 and the recesses on them are made with an
overlap of more than one, the pulp is subjected to intense pulsating action due to both hydraulic shocks
and a high-gradient velocity field and accelerations with high shear stresses.
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Results and its discussion. The process of extraction of humic acids from coals depends not only on
the structural features of the latter, on the type of the extracting alkaline reagent, but also on the time of
contact of the coal with the alkali solution, the process temperature, the concentration of the alkaline
solutions used, the ratio of coal to the water-alkaline solution, and the degree of coal crushing. Investi-
gation of the dependence of the rate of extraction of humic acids on the contact time and concentration of
alkaline solutions revealed that after 30 minutes of interaction of Karazhira brown coal with a 20 %
aqueous solution of sodium hydroxide at a ratio of 1: 1 and a temperature of 20 °C, only 61.3 % of
humicacids, while at 95 °C — 80.5 % (table 1).

Table 1 — Dependence of the degree of extraction of humic acids on the temperature and concentration of alkali

Interaction temperature, °C 95 65
Concentration of alkaline reagent, % 20 10 5 20 10
Time of interaction, min 15 30 15 30 30 60 30 60 30 60
Has passed into a soluble state of humic acids, %| 804 | 80,5 | 804 | 959 | 976 | 100 | 61,3 [ 62,8 | 65,1 | 69,6

In a 10% solution of alkali, the transition of humic acids into a solution at 30 minutes interaction
increases from 65.1 to 95.9%, and in a 5% solution of alkali at 95 °C for 30 minutes, the extraction of
humic acids is almost complete and is equal to 97, 6%. From this it follows that the recovery of humic
acids strongly depends on the temperature and the ratio S:L.

Treatment of coal with a 40% sodium hydroxide solution in an amount of 20% with respect to dry
coal does not lead to a complete transition of humic acids to sodium humates. The reason for this is
incomplete wetting of the ratio S:L.

When considering the degree of extraction of humic acids as a function of the S: L ratio (table 2), it
can be seen that an increase in the latter results in a decrease in the yield of acids in the solution. So by
treatment with a solution of alkali and a single wash with water from Karazhira coal at a ratio of S;: L =
1:7, humic acids are recovered by 100%, at S:L. = 1:4 only by 96 %. In the same sequence, the extraction
of humic acids from other coals also takes place.

Table 2 — The degree of extraction of humic acids
as a function of the concentration of the alkali solution and the ratio of S:L. at 80 °C

Humic acids extracted % at:
Humic acids from coals The treatment with | Rinsing the sediment with Treatment Rinsing the sediment
of Kazakhstan deposits 3% solution of water with 5% NaOH with water
NaOH (S:L = 1.7) Ist 2nd 3rd (S L=14) Ist | 2nd | 3rd
Karazhyra 38,3 35,8 19,5 6.4 35,1 34,6 | 20,3 | 10,0
Kumertau 85,0 15,0 —* — 78,0 180 | 4,0 -
Kyzylkiya 70,5 26,9 2.6 = 64,9 25,1 | 10,0 =
* «—» means absence.

The processing of coals in the hydrodynamic rotary-pulsating apparatus (HRPA) greatly accelerates
the process of extraction of humic acids from them. Coals and waste products of briquette production with
a degree of crushing of 0-3 mm were processed in the HRPA alkaline solution at S:L. = 1: 4 at the rate of
20% of alkali for the total amount of raw materials. The suspension was separated into an insoluble
residue and a solution of humates by centrifugation. Table 3 shows the results of treating an alkaline
suspension of various coals in HRPA at 25 °C.

As we see, when processing coal with a solution of sodium hydroxide in HRPA, the process of
recovery of humic acids takes place in a few seconds. The most casily interact with alkali with complete
recovery of humic acids Kumertau coals and waste from Kumertau briquette factory.

Karazhyra coals under mechanical destruction behave somewhat differently. After treatment in a
hydrodynamic apparatus 3-5 sec. at 25 °C, humic acids pass into a soluble state only by 50% of the total
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