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Abstract. During the last decade the Balkhash lake has been the object of researches by part of Kazakh and
international scientific teams, who brought two very important results: a sound knowledge of the multi-millennial
behavior of the lake under different climatic conditions; and a growing international awareness of its vulnerability
under the present climatic warming and anthropogenic activities in the basin.

During the years 2007-2012 was implemented the international research project «Historical interaction between
multi-cultural societies and the natural environment in a semi-arid region in Central Asia», which involved the
Institute of Man and Nature (Kyoto, Japan), the Kazakh State Scientific Research Institute of Cultural Heritage of the
nomads (Kazakhstan) and the Institute of Geological Sciences named after KI Satpayev (Kazakhstan).

In 2015-2017, a new phase of research is planned in the frame of the project grant MES «Climate change and
the water level of Lake Balkhash in the last 10 000 years, based on the analysis of core samples and sediments of the
Uzunaral Strait and Saryesik Peninsula for predicting short-term and long-term natural and anthropogenic changes in
arid areas Central Asia».

1. Present knowledge of the history and behavior of the Balkhash water reservoir. During the
last decade the Balkhash lake has been object of special attention by part of Kazakh and international
scientific agencies, which brought two very important results: a sound knowledge of the multi-millennial
behavior of the lake under different climatic conditions; and a growing international awareness of its
vulnerability under the present climatic warming and anthropogenic activities in the basin.

This decisive turn in the study and understanding of the Balkhash lake is connected with the im-
plementation during the years 2007-2012 of the research project “Historical interaction between multi-
cultural societies and the natural environment in a semi-arid region in Central Asia”. The project saw the
cooperation of the “Research Institute for Humanity and Nature” (RIHN) of Kyoto with the “Kazakh State
Research Institute of the Cultural Heritage of the Nomads™ of Almaty, in particular with Kazakh spe-
cialists of the “Institute of geological sciences named after K.I. Satpacv” and of the “Laboratory of
Geoarchacology™.

The researches focused on the Ili-Balkhash basin (Semirechie) and concerned several fields,
including: the reconstruction of climatic changes and of Balkhash water levels during the last 8000 years,
together with correspondent archaeological traces of land-water use; Late Medieval historical accounts
concerning the territory; and finally Soviet documents and post-Soviet interviews concerning the
pastoralist and agricultural activities in the region.







