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DISSOLUTION OF STAINLESS STEEL POLARIZED BY
ALTERNATING CURRENT IN HYDROCHLORIC ACID SOLUTION

Abstract. The stainless steel dissolution was shown under polarization of "steel-titanium" electrodes pair by
alternating current for the first time. The effects of the main parameters of the electrolysis (current density of steel
and titanium electrodes, electrolyte concentration and temperature) on the electrochemical dissolution of stainless
steel in hydrochloric acidic medium were investigated. Quantitative and qualitative analyses were made on the
solutions after the electrolysis had been performed. The dissolution of stainless steel in hydrochloric acidic medium
by forming Fe*" and Cr’" ions were detected. When the current density of the steel electrode polarized by alternating
current was increased up to 400 A/m’, the current efficiency of the alloy dissolution was 45% for iron (II) ions,
12,7%, for chromium (III) ions, while the current efficiency of total steel dissolution reached 57.7%. The optimum
density of the titanium electrode was determined and the current efficiency of the formation of iron (II) and
chromium (III) ions in the current density of 40 kA/m* were 39% and 10.5% respectively, and the current efficiency
of the total steel dissolution was 49.5%. The current efficiency of stainless steel electrode dissolution was shown to
achieve the maximum value at 0.5 M hydrochloric acid concentration. When the temperature changed between 20-
80°C, a decrease in current efficiency was observed.

Key words: stainless steel, alternating current, hydrochloric acid, iron (IT) ions, chromium (III) ions, electro-
Iyte.

Nowadays, due to the extensive use of ferrous metallurgy products, processing their wastes, impro-
ving the waste technology, developing rational methods for their processing and making valuable
inorganic compounds from these metals have gained increasing importance.

It is known that steel with a high proportion of chromium is highly resistant to corrosion in acidic
medium. When the corrosion-resistant metal 1s added to a metal that 1s not resistant to corrosion,
protection properties of alloy will increase. The main alloying element of the stainless steel is chromium.
The pitting stability will improve while the mass fraction of chromium is 12%, the second pitting stability
will increase by 17% [1]. If the mass fraction of chromium is about 40%, steel does not corrode as pure
chromium [2].

The main disadvantage of chrome steel is its fragility. A small amount of nickel is added to stainless
steel to eliminate this defect. Due to its high durability and corrosion resistance, nickel is used to produce
resistant materials.

Nickel forms solid solutions with iron. When the temperature is decreased, the mixture of solid y is
changed to a + v. a - nickel concentration in the solid mixture is 7.5%. Nickel reduces the diffusion
separation of carbon crystal lattice in iron-based alloy and prevents the carbide phase separation [3].

According to the literature data, the physical and mechanical properties of stainless steel are studied
sufficiently, but its electrochemical properties are poorly studied [4-5]. In the works of G.Tatatarchenko,
I.N.Shapovalova, A.L Brodsky, studies on the corrosion propertiecs of 12X18HIO0T steel in the azole-
carboxylic acid were conducted in the presence of ozone [6]. It was found that oxidation of azole-
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carboxylic acids is an additional oxidizer of the steel and alloy dissolution. The corrosion resistance of
stainless steel in the benzyl penicillin sulfoxide solution was considered in the studies of Russian scientists
S.R. Tarantseva and V.S. Pakhomov [7]. According to the study, pitting corrosion resistance of stainless
steel in the benzylpenicillin sulphoxide solution was detected. [8] The effect of the temperature on the
current density of the alloys based on Fe-Cr-Mo, Fe-Cr-Ni, Fe-Cr-Mn-Ni was considered in the study.
Corrosion resistance of stainless steel of brand 12X18H10T and 4X13 in carboxylic acid peroxide was
investigated by the electrochemical and gravimetric methods. According to the study results, corrosion
activity of formic acid and acetic acid is higher than that of other acids [9]. The effect of chitosan inhibitor
on corrosion properties of 2205 stainless steel is considered in work [10]. The studies found that the
chitosan inhibitor increased the corrosion resistance of stainless steel to a certain amount, while the
corrosion properties of the stainless steel electrode in hydrochloric acidic medium in the presence of sulfur
inhibitors were investigated in study [11] and its corrosion properties in the hydrochloric acidic medium
were stabilized by sulfur inhibitor to a certain amount. In work [12], acidic corrosion of soft steel in the
presence of Clerodendron colebrookianum walp leaves inhibitor was studied by the electrochemical
impedance and the spectroscopic methods.

The physicochemical, mechanical and corrosive properties of 12X18HIOT stainless steel were
studied comprehensively in works [13-16].

In our previous study [17], the current efficiency of the formation of iron (II), iron (IIT) and chro-
mium (II), chromium (VI) ions of stainless steel in the sulfuric acidic medium was detected to be 10%,
74% and 5,4 %, and 12% respectively.

In this work, the electrochemical dissolution of austenitic 12X18HI10T stainless steel (63,83% Fe,
18.79% Cr and 9,21% Ni) was investigated in the hydrochloric acid medium. After the electrolysis, Fe**
ions in the electrolyte were detected by permanganometric titration [18]. Chromium (III) ions were
determined by qualitative analysis with sodium hydrophosphate and diphenylcarbazide reagents, while the
quantitative amount of chromium (III) ions were found by adding ammonium sulphate and silver nitrate to
Cr’” ions in the electrolyte and oxidizing to Cr* ions [19]. By the qualitative and quantitative analysis, it
was found that Fe’ ions were not formed during the electrolysis. Due to the low nickel amount in the
alloy, it was impossible to detect it in the electrolyte.

In the hydrochloric acidic solution, the dissolution of the alloy with the lowest current efficiency (CE)
was defined when two steel electrodes had been polarized by alternating current (AC). Active dissolution
of the alloy was observed when the stainless steel electrode was paired with the titanium electrode and
polarized by the AC. In this case, the following reactions may occur on the electrode surface [20]:

Fe — 2¢" — Fe*' E'=-0440V
Cr-3¢ o Cr' E'=-0744V

The effect of the current density in the titanium electrode on the electrochemical dissolution of the
stainless steel polarized by the AC in the hydrochloric acidic medium was investigated (figure 1). When
the current density in the titanium clectrode was increased from 20 kA/m® to 40 kA/m’, the current
efficiency of the steel electrode grows, and a further increase in the current density leads to a decrease in
the current efficiency. In this case, the alloy dissolution is explained by the formation of an oxide layer
with "valve" properties on the surface of the titanium electrode at the anode partial period, the failure of
current flow through the circuit and the discharge of hydrogen ions in the titanium electrode at the cathode
partial period of the alternating current. At this time, the steel electrode exists in the anode partial period
and dissolves by forming its ions. At high current density, the surface structure of the oxide shell in the
titanium electrode varies, becomes loose and can be presumed to be due to the decrease of its current
correction properties.

During the dissolution of the stainless steel, the effect of the current density on the steel electrode was
considered (figure 2). When the current density in the stainless steel electrode increased up to 400 A/m’,
the current efficiency of its dissolution increased from 31% to 45% for iron (II) ions and 12,7% for
chromium (III) ions. Further increase of the current density leads to the decrease of the current efficiency.
This can be due to the increase in the rate of additional reactions by increasing the current density.
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Figure 1 — Influence of the current density on current efficiency of the stainless steel electrode dissolution polarized
by the alternating current in the titanium electrode
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Figure 2 — The effect of the current density in the stainless steel electrode on the current efficiency of the alloy dissolution

The effect of electrolyte concentration on the current efficiency of the stainless steel electrode
dissolution was studied (figure 3). The current efficiency of the steel electrode increased when the
concentration of the hydrochloric acidic solution increased to 0,5 M. When the acid concentration was
increased up to 1,5 M, a decrease in the current efficiency of the alloy dissolution was observed. This is
explained by the slower ionic motion of the electrolyte concentration and the passivation of the stainless
steel electrode with chloride coating. It is also possible to assume that the adsorption is due to the
formation of chlorine atoms. Low adsorbed chlorine atoms are oxidized to chloride ions in the cathode
partial period.
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Figure 3 — The effect of the electrolyte concentration on the current efficiency of stainless steel electrode dissolution

In the hydrochloric acid solution, the effect of the solution temperature on the current efficiency of
the stainless steel electrode polarized by alternating efficiency was studied (figure 4). The electrolysis was
performed between 20-80°C. As the solution temperature increases, it is possible to observe that the
current efficiency has decreased. This anomalous phenomenon is difficult to explain.
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Figure 4 — Temperature effects on the current efficiency of the stainless steel electrodes dissolution

Thus, the effect of the current density, electrolyte concentration and dissolution temperature in the
steel electrode and titanium electrode on the dissolution of the stainless steel electrode polarized by
alternating current with the frequency of 50 Hz in the hydrochloric acid medium was studied for the first
time and the effective conditions of the alloy dissolution were determined: i=40kA/M’, iss=400 kA,
[HCI1]=0,5M, t=20"C. In these favourable conditions, the current efficiency of iron (IT) and chromium (IIT)
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