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“STRING MUSIC FESTIVAL”
AS PHENOMENON OF THE MUSIC CULTURE OF KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract: The paper aims to investigate the first festival of string-bow instruments as an important element of
modern musical performance of Kazakhstan, a special type of performing art. The creative performances of
musicians in the festival revealed the culture of society and the musical educational system of the republic. Being the
initiator of this project, the author of the article determines the relationship between the format of the festival and the
popularization of string-bow music, as well as the familiarity of a wide range of listeners with the repertoire and the
specificity of the instruments such as violin, viola, cello and double bass.

The research presents the programs of all the concerts held within the framework of the festival. Each concert
was distinguished by its genre content, which includes the names of authors of different eras and styles, which,
undoubtedly, gave the high status of the event in a huge series of various performances by representatives of classical
art. For the history of musical performance of our republic, this festival has become a landmark phenomenon, which
gave a new impetus to the development of a culture of performing string-bow instruments. The festival as an
innovative form of presenting contemporary art provides an opportunity for the development of mass communication
of society.

The relevance of this study is based on the need for generalization and analysis of concert programs within the
framework of the instrumental festival, which form certain performing schools in Kazakhstan, and also identified the
problems of the repertoire for string instruments.

Key words: festival, string-bow performance, violin, viola, violoncello, contrabass, string duet, ensemble,
music culture.

1. Introduction

In the history of the world culture, vivid success and achievements in the field of string-bow
performing art is gaining universal international recognition. The golden age of solo and chamber
performance on stringed instruments in Kazakhstan, which began at the end of the twentieth century,
continues its development even now. Presenting the contribution of the nation in the sphere of culture and
art to the whole world is actual at the moment. "The activation of the festival movement at the present
stage of the society development is due to the fact that this innovative form of contemporary art
representation has more opportunities to create conditions for mass communication” [1, 3 p.]. Therefore,
holding festivals, competitions, and musical competitions helps to provide society with the accumulation
of spiritual values, development of creative potential in interaction with the surrounding world.

Prerequisites for the festival were international competitions, which first appeared at the turn of the
20th and 21st centuries in Kazakhstan. In 1998, the 1st international contest of musicians and performers
"Shabyt-inspiration" was held in Astana, where Aiman Musahodzhayeva was the chairman of the award
panel. "Shabyt" opened the creative path for more than 20 thousand talented people. In 2000, under the
auspices of UNESCO, the festival turned into an annual international forum of creative youth and is held
under the patronage of the President of the country N.A. Nazarbayev. This competition was of great
importance in the expansion of cultural cooperation among the creative youth of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, neighbouring countries and beyond. Also in 2001 there was held the Ist International
Competition with string instruments dedicated to the 10th anniversary of Kazakhstan's independence in
Almaty, and in 2004 II International Competition of Young Performers on Strings "Eurasia-2004",
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dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the Kazakh National Conservatory named after Kurmangazy, initiated
by Gaukhar Murzabekova. In 2003, Marat Bisengaliev organized the 1st International violin competition
in Uralsk. The Republican Students Olympiad for all disciplines of the Ministry of Education and Science
of the Republic of Kazakhstan has been held on the basis of KNC named after Kurmangazy since 2008,
and particularly in the specialization "String Instruments"”. In 2015, the International Festival of Classical
Music “Forte Music Fest”, where artistic director was Arman Murzagaliyev, became a great cultural event
in the region.

2. Methods

A variety of research methods were used in this work. For example, we considered the system method
in connection with the definition of this festival as a cultural phenomenon in the performing arts of
Kazakhstan, which included not only the problems of performing interpretation, but also new ideas and
thoughts of contemporary domestic and foreign composers. Also, the article used a historical method in
the process of considering similar phenomena in the Kazakh musical culture. At the same time, we note
the use of the axiological method, expressed in the value approach in determining the place and role of
musical art in the spiritual life of society.

3. Results

The first Festival "STRING MUSIC FESTIVAL", dedicated to the 25th anniversary of Independence
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, was held from 20th to 25th February, 2017 in Almaty. A series of concerts
organized by the KNC named after Kurmangazy at the initiative of the Department of String Instruments,
consisted of a number of violin, viola, cello and double bass music concerts. Audience was presented the
premiere of the evening "EX ANIMO", a concert of piano music performed by teachers of the General
Piano Department. The festival was ended by Gala Concert with the participation of teachers and solo
students of of the String Instruments Department, accompanied by the students symphony orchestra of the
KNC named after Kurmangazy. Thanks to the rector of the conservatory Aubakirova Zhania
Yakhiyacvna, students had the opportunity to play with the youth professional orchestra, which repeatedly
had been on tour to the cities of England, Germany, USA, Italy, Russia and South Korea. Talented
musicians, laureates of international competitions were invited to this String Instruments Festival: a
graduate of the Moscow State Conservatoire named after P. Tchaikovsky, Samgar Tolkynkhanuly (bayan)
and a graduate of the Juilliard School in New York, Damir Burkitbaev (clarinet). They showed with
professionalism that the unique combination of stringed instruments with instruments of the folk and spirit
sphere is an organic part in creating a musical image. The program of the festival was diverse and
interesting, and consisted not only of works of world classics, but also works of Kazakh, Russian and
English composers, performed for the first time in Kazakhstan.

The aim of this project was the disclosure and development of the creative potential of teachers and
students who, during the festival, demonstrated a high level of solo performance, ensemble performance in
duet and other compositions. This kind of cooperation of the teacher and student, as a rule, helps in an
establishment of mutual creative contact, a joint implementation of the musical image, in which the
student develops bright musical impressions, a great desire and initiative in achieving unlimited heights in
art.

A violin, which is like other members of the violin family - viola, cello, double bass, originated from
the violin family, appeared as a result of the long and complex process of the development of the bow
instruments group. Whereas this was due to the general process of the musical culture development, the
change in the social conditions in which it proceeded, the complication and multiplication of the tasks that
the performers and composers faced with, especially in connection with the allocation of instrumental
music to an independent field of musical art [2, 3 p.]. In the XXI century, the viola and double bass are
more prevalent as a solo instrument, saying nothing of the violin and cello, which are devoted to a huge
number of classical and contemporary works.

The festival was opened with a concert of viola music, where it was held the Kazakh premiere of the
works of British composer 1. Bowen - "Rhapsody" for viola with piano performed by Diana Mahmood,
Marina Ivanova and "Fantasy" for the viola quartet in the ensemble with Olga Kalko, Diana Mahmood,
Darhan Sadvakasov and Nurlan Sagimbaev. Each composition by J. Bowen shows a unique "mixture of







