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MODERN DIASPORES AS TRANSNATIONAL ACTORS

Abstract. Inter-ethnic interaction and inter-state relations, the formation of transnational communitics lead to
the development of the modern ethnic communities. The interaction between the country of origin, the country of
residence of the settlement and the diaspora is interpreted in different ways. In the context of globalization, there are
tendencies of gradual disappearance of borders and activation of free flows of goods, people and ideas. The result of
global migration flows is becoming the formation of diaspora communities. Their influence depends on its national,
demographic and other features. Diasporas reach their goals at the global, regional and national levels mainly by the
impact on government institutions. Conditions are developing for their independent participation in world political
processes. In this regard, many of the concepts need rethinking, and among them, first and foremost, the concept of
transnational spaces, migrant and diaspora communities. Modern diasporas are increasingly acting as a political tool.

The article discusses theoretical and practical aspects of the problems of modern diaspora as an actor of
international relations, also the basic conceptual approaches to the definition of the term "Diaspora" by famous
scientists. Key characteristics of classical and modermn diasporas are given. The article is also devoted to assessing the
influence of diasporas on world politics.

Keywords: diaspora, actor in the system of international relations, transnational relations, migration trends,
globalization, world politics.

Introduction. The rapid growth of immigrant communities and their institutionalization forced to talk
about “the diasporization of the world” as one of the scenarios for the human development. Anyway, this
process deepens and takes on new forms, while the role of diasporas and their influence are intensified.
The discussion that has developed in the scientific community shows how many relevant issues remain in
the study of this changing phenomenon and how great the differences are in its understanding by different
researchers.

Modern diasporas exist independently and participate in transnational interactions. The likelihood of
participation of diasporas in such interactions increases in certain situations, for example, with the
unsatisfactory status of the diaspora in the country of residence; with the growth of the prerequisites for
changing the relationship between the host state and the country of origin; and in the conditions of the
socio-political crisis in the country of origin. The influence of a particular diaspora depends on its
national, demographic and other characteristics. The diasporas achieve their goals at the global, regional
and national levels, mainly, through influence on state institutions. In addition, the grounds appear for
their participation in global political processes independently from a state.

In current realities, the scale of population migration increases. This is also facilitated by
globalization. Modern means of communication allow migrants to keep in touch with their relatives. Some
of the migrators return to their homeland, some of them try to adapt to the realities of their new place of
residence. Large communities, united according to socio-cultural characteristics, are formed on the basis
of multiple connections between the territory of origin and the place of residence. Over the past 50 years,
the number of international migrants has almost tripled. If in 1960 there were 75.5 million people
worldwide living outside their country of birth, then 176.6 million in 2000, and already 244 million by the
end of 2015. According to UN experts, now every 35th inhabitant in the world is an international migrant,
and every tenth in the developed countries [1].

The sharp increase in the scale of migration goes in parallel with the consolidation of immigrant
ethnic communities. Once in a new place, the migrators usually seek to unite in order not only to survive,
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but also to preserve their customs, traditions, language in an alien to them, often highly hostile
ethnocultural environment. To this end, they either join the existing diasporas or create new ones. As a
result, the number of diasporas in the world is continuously increasing.

The diaspora is taken to mean a transnational community of migrants that maintains a material and
emotional connection with the territory of origin and at the same time adapts to new requirements and
opportunities of the host society.

It is usual for propertics of diasporas to include the following:

- forced nature of the migration, which forms the foundation of a diasporal community;

- the desire to maintain close ties with the territory of origin;

- isolation, which helps to maintain collective consciousness.

The previously widespread individual integration of immigrants into the host society has increasingly
been replaced by collective integration, which results in a different, diasporal form of a dispersion of
people. Diasporas have a serious impact on the host countries. They change their demographic structure,
ethnic and confessional composition. Diasporas preserve not only their traditions, customs, rituals, but
often impose values on society that are alien to them. The influence of the diasporas is growing not only
on the domestic, but also on the foreign policy of the host countries, since large transnational diasporas,
which have significant financial resources, are actively lobbying the interests of those countries that
recently have been their homeland and with whom they have close ties.

In the late 1970s, a number of works appeared that served as a starting point for further studies of the
problems generated by diasporization. A great contribution to the theoretical understanding of the
phenomenon of the diaspora was made by such occidental researchers as J. Armstrong, R. Brubaker, M.
Dabag, J. Clifford, W. Conner, R. Cohen, W. Safran, G. Sheffer, M. Esman and others.

Two conditional trends can be distinguished in the studies of diasporas: pragmatic and complex. The
interaction that has developed between them in the mid-90's of the 20 century formed a new subdiscipline
- diaspora studies. The pragmatic trend is engaged in research of political and economic resources of
diasporas, and developing practical recommendations on the interaction of states and diasporas. Diasporas
are also able to create networks in which states become one of multiple links [2]. Researchers belonging to
the second trend, turn their attention to the issues of reproduction of complex cultural systems and the
problems of the formation of hybrid communities.

Within the framework of these trends, various approaches dominate to define the concept of the
diaspora. The most common definition, formulated by W. Safran and expanded by R. Cohen, lists the
following features defining diaspora: - expansion from a clearly fixed territorial space and migration in
two or more regions or states, including change of residence for trade, employment or colonization
reasons; - existence of a myth or collective memory of the homeland, its territory, history and
achievements; - idealization of the past and the collective commitment to the myth of the homeland, which
determine the desire for its preservation, prosperity, security, restoration, which can be understood as the
creation of a separate state on the clearly fixed territory of a third country; - orientation for the subsequent
return to the homeland - at least in symbolic form; - special type of identity, based on differences from the
“host” state population and on the realization of a common future; - solidarity and substantial mutual
understanding between members of the group and members of similar groups of the same origin in third
countries - ability of the group to fully self-reproduce in “local” conditions taking into account all
differences and alienation from local residents [3].

Thus, numerous studies have been devoted to the phenomenon of the diaspora, but the concept of
“diaspora” is still not clearly defined and is treated by scientists in different ways. Obviously, this is due to
the fact that the diaspora is the subject of study of various sciences and disciplines - history, sociology,
ethnology, political science, culturology, etc., and this implies the inevitability of a variety of approaches
to understanding this complex and diverse phenomenon.

Researchers also identify different types of diasporas and attempt to classify them. Thus, S.A.
Arutyunov and S.Ya. Kozlov distinguish diasporas according to their formation. They include in the group
of old diasporas those that existed since ancient times or the Middle Ages: the Jewish, Greek, and
Armenian diasporas in Europe and West Asia, Chinese and Indian in the countries of South-East Asia.

R. Brubaker introduced into scientific circulation a new concept - “diasporas of cataclysm”. The
appearance of such diasporas is associated with the disintegration and dissipation of large state entities







