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ABOUT THE KAZAKHSTAN’S MODEL OF THE RELATIONS
OF THE STATE AND RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS

Abstract. It has historically developed so that our country was created as the multicthnic and polyconfessional
state. Therefore for further strengthening of statehood and creation of tolerance between the people of Kazakhstan
the main priority his politicians in the spiritual and cultural sphere act interethnic and interfaith consent which
cornerstone development of constructive dialogue between the state and the religious organizations is. This dialogue
is based on the legislative and legal basis regulating all parties of their relationship that promotes strengthening of
stability of society. It is natural that the Law on religious associations adopted in 1992 was one of the first laws of
our state. The normative legal act has legislatively recorded bases secular (but not atheistic) the states. The Law
specified by us corresponded to thespirit of that period leaning on historical, socio-political, ethnic and religious
factors, the strategic objective of the realization of constitutional rights of the person and the citizen aimed at
providing on freedom of worship, strengthening of interethnic consent, prevention of the interreligious conflicts.
Further events have shown the verified strategy of the state in creation of new model of relationship of the state and
religious associations where were accurately and the main prioritics of good breeding of the state are clearly
formulated.
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Introduction. After the disintegration of the Soviet state and creationof the sovereign,
independentRepublic of Kazakhstan, the Declaration ofthecreation of the secular democratic state was
adopted. This means thaton the territory of our country the new laws started to work, including towards
the relation of the state to the religion associations.

Methods. The basis of the methodology of this article is the dialectic method, exempted from the
materialistic or idealistic monism, and based on pluralistic, multiple line interdependence of all public
phenomena. Also the method of the socio-cultural and religious analysis of the problems ofthe relation of
state and religious entities, dialectic interdependence and interaction were used. Among them: theoretical
and empirical, historical and logical, induction and deduction, etc.

Results. Now in our republic was formed its own unique model of the relations of the state and
religious associations, which is based on the principles of partnership, mutual respect, tolerance.
Kazakhstan acts as such secular state, which doesn't declare any of religions as the important, main.

Discussion. Today our statefulfills the reforms in the field of thesocial, economic modemization and
political democratization. The strategy of preservation and strengthening of the civil world, which is
carried out in the country, interethnic and interfaith consent has the aim toprovidethe social base of the
development of the democracy.Research of the problems of the relation of the state to the
religionassociationsis investigated by the various scientists, representing the most different areas of the
sciences.

The famous article of the Leader of the nation-President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.A. Na-
zarbayevnamed “Prospection: modemization of the public consciousness™ takes the very important placein
the spiritual revival of our country. He stressed:“It is impossible to understand the new approaches in the
world development, the new technologies, and new circleof the historical cycle. Now the special model of
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consciousness and thinkingwasformed. Therefore it is important to concentrate, change the conditions,the
relation of the state to the religion associations in anew era” [1]. Actually the modernization of
consciousness of the people of Kazakhstan, where the main priority is given to education and tolerance as
the essential bases for further strengthening of our state.

In one of his Message to the people of the country the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N A.
Nazarbayevhas noted: “We keep and develop the ancient traditions, language and culture of the Kazakh
people, providing at the same time interethnic and cross-cultural cooperation, progress and flourishingof
the people of Kazakhstan™ [2]. This policyisimplemented in the sphere of the intercthnic relations,
announced by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.A. NazarbayevinDecember 1991, after the
disintegration of the former USSR andthecreation inour republic “an advanced multiethnic civilization,
with the priority of Kazakh nation™ [3].This process needed the political, cultural, spiritual and moral
prioritics of Kazakhstan’s society That’swhyKazakhstan is well-known as tolerance, developed,
multiethnicandmanyconfessional states, whereallpeople, nationalities, ethnics, religious feelthemselvesfree
and protected in the future. The Kazakhstan’s model of interethnic and interfaith consent has proved its
viability and efficiency. From the creation of the independence, our statchas decided to
createthecivilizedcivil society, withethnic community, combination of the interests of the people of
Kazakhstan.

During 26 years of independence Kazakhstan has paid a lot of attention to the approval of norms and
principles of interfaith consent, thecreation of bases of civil society, respected the rights and freedoms of
all citizens, irrespective of their ethnic, cultural, religious and political self-identification.

The famous Kazakhstan researchers in the field of religion and philosophy write about the existence
of Zoroastrian, Manichean, Buddhist, Christian, Judaic communities, which have appeared before the
distribution of Islam. Wide distribution on the territory of Kazakhstan of world religions Islam has started
inthe 9-th century. The religion of the prophet Muhammad has tumed into one of the main factors of the
cultural development, science and education. During the era of formation on the territory of Kazakhstan
Islam promoted consolidation and unification of society.

Resettlement on the territory of Kazakhstan through the different historical periods of representatives
of various people has led to appearance in the country such large communities as Orthodoxy, Catholicism
and Protestantism. The attitude of the state towards the religious communities, including to Muslim, was
under construction within all-imperial administrative management, which assumed strict control of
religious activity of the population and of the religious organizations.

The Soviet stage of history of Kazakhstan (1917-1991) in the sphere of the state and confessional
relations, despite the formal declaration in the Constitution of the right to religious freedom, was
characterized by the domination of the state in the relations with the religious organizations. The religion
always was under the total state control and considered as an undesirableelement for the state and society.

Disintegration of the socialist system has led to reforming of many social and state institutes.
Democratization and liberalization of public and state life have led to acardinal change of the model of the
relations of the state and religious associations.

Sinceindependencethe Constitution and laws of the country adoptedthe principle of poly-confessional.
The fundamental provisionsin this field were fixed in the Strategy of the development of Kazakhstan-
2030, the Strategy of the development of Kazakhstan - 2050 and Messages of the President of the country
to the People of Kazakhstan, also in the State program of improvement in Kazakhstan the model of
interethnic and interfaith consent.

Today Kazakhstan has constructed the own model of relationship of the state and religious
associations, based on the principles of respect of the rights and freedoms of the person, balance of public
and religious interests, cooperation and aspiration to the mutual understanding.

It is well-known, that in the 21-st century, there were many conflicts in the religious sphere in the
world. The initiatives, announced by our country,weredirected to the achievement of interethnic tolerance.
Later it became the serious impulse for the further development of global dialogue of the religions.
Despite ofall difficulties of the first years of independence, the Republic of Kazakhstan in 1992 has
declared the I World Congress of the spiritual consent, which has joined togetherthe representatives of the
various faiths, scientists andpoliticians. Moreover, every year we celebrate October 18 in our republic as
the Day of spiritual Consent.
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