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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SKETCH
OF EARLY SAKS FROM LOW SYRDARYA

Abstract. According to ancient written sources, Saks and Massagetac were cast neighbors of Scythians.
Sometimes the saks are called "Asian Scythians". They did not leave us their own writing. Therefore archaeological
monuments located to the East from the Caspian Sea are only associatively connected with them. Among them are
burial grounds South Tagisken and Uygarak (East Aral sea region). The whole delta of Syrdarya in the ancient time
represented the huge arca with many lakes and bogs among which there were courses filled with water coiled. Final
stages of the Bronze Age are presented here by the unique necropolis which was located on the height Tagisken, in
its northern part, that is the reason why it received the name "Northern Tagisken" — unlike the burial ground South
Tagisken which is located on the same height, but to the south. The burial ground Uygarak totaled more than 80
barrows. There one can face different types of a funeral ceremony: on the surface of the ancient horizon (position of
the corpse and corpse burning), in big wide angle and narrow sepulchral holes. Since the late Bronze Age to the
developed Middle Ages the center of local ethnogenesis continuously remained in the territory of the ancient
Syrdarya delta. During its history the traditional character and archaism combination in the general shape of material
culture, on the one hand and multidirectional cultural contacts, on the other, was its property. This property caused
specifics of local ethnogenesis of the ancient population inhabiting on the territory of the Syrdarya delta,
ethnogenesis in which the essential role was played by local ecological conditions. The early sak period which in
many respects defined further specifics of ethnogenetic processes in Southeast Aral region became a bright stage of
the history.
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OYEPK APXEOJIOI'MY PAHHUX CAKOB
HUW)KHEUN CBIPJAPBA

AHHOTaHI/Iﬂ. Ilo JAHHBIM APCBHUX NMHCBPMCHHBIX HUCTOYHHKOB, BOCTOTHBIMH COCCOAMH CKI/I(I)OB OBbLIM CaKu H
MmaccareTsl. MTHOTIa cakoB HA3BIBAOT CIIE «a3HATCKUMHU CKU(amm». Caku HE OCTABHIIM HAM COOCTBEHHOW MHCHMCH-
HOCTH. HOC‘)TOMY TOJBKO ACCOIMHATHBHO C HUMH OOBIMHO CBS3BIBAFOT APXCOJTOTHICCKUC MAMATHHKH, PACIIOIOKCHHBIC
K BocToKy oT Kacmutickoro mops. Cpenun Hux MormibHEKH FOskubII Tarnckewn u Yifrapak (Bocrounoe Ipuapaise).
Bca agenmpra CeIpmapbd B IPCBHOCTH NPSACTABIATA COOOM OTPOMHBIN paiioH ¢ OCCUMCICHHBIMH O3CpaMH H
6oxoTamu, cpeu KOTOPBIX M3BHBAIUCH HATIOJHEHHBIC BOJAOH pycrna. OHUHANBHBIC CTAIHH 3MOXH OPOH3bI MPEACTAB-
JICHBI 3J€Ch YHUKAIBHBIM HEKPOIIOJIEM, KOTOPBIH OBLI PACIIOJIOMKCH HA BO3BBINICHHOCTH TarmckeH, B CEBEPHOH ce
YaCTH, OTYETO0 OH W TMOJy4HJ Ha3BaHHEC «CeBepHbIH TaruckeH» — B OTJIMYHE OT KYPTaHHOTO MOTHIBHUKA FOXKHBIH
TaruckeH, pacmonaraBImmics Ha TOH )K€ BO3BBIIICHHOCTH, HO FO’kHee. MOTHIBHUK YHrapak HacuuTbhiBal Ooree 80
KypPrasoB. 34¢Ch OBLIH BCTPCUCHBI PA3HBIC BHABI MOTPCOATHPHOTO OOpAAA; HA MOBCPXHOCTH APCBHETO TOPH3OHTA
(TPYTIOTIOIOKCHHUS M TPYIIOCOMOKCHIA), B OOIBIINX MIHPOKOYTOIBHBIX H Y3KAX MOTHIBHBIX AMaxX. C 3MOXH MO3THCH
OpOH3BI U 0 PA3BHTOTO CPEIHEBEKOBBS HA TCPPUTOPUH JPEBHEH CHIPJAPHHHCKON ACIBHTHI HEMPEPBHIBHO COXPAHSIC
Ovar JOKAIbHOTO 3THOTEHE3a. Ha BCeM HCTOPHYECKOM MPOTSKCHHH €T0 CBOHCTBOM OBLIO COUCTAHWE TPATHIMOH-
HOCTH M apxan3Ma B 00mIeM OOJHMKE MAaTCpPHATIBHON KYJIBTYPBI, C OJJHOH CTOPOHBI H PA3HOHAIPABJICHHBIC KYJIBTYP-
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