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Abstract. The article is devoted to analysis of innovative activity in the modern system of higher education of
universities in Kazakhstan and Russia. An important direction of increasing the efficiency of national innovation
system’s functioning is the formation of a new institutional form of organizing scientific and educational activities
based on implementation of the programs for the development of the national research universitiecs (NRUSs).
Competent integration of education, science and industry, the qualitative development of postgraduate education on
the basis of the modern achievements of science and technology are the key to solve the emerging problems and at
the same time they are one of the priority areas of economic development.

In the paper there is a comparative analysis of organized NRUs both in Kazakhstan and Russia which leads to
the conclusion the main effect of implementation of universities development programs related to the category of
«national research university» is in forming university complexes in the field of high-tech world-class technologies
that can realize the potential of science and ensure education of the highly qualified scientific and technical personnel
in priority areas of modernization and technological development of these countries. NRUs should become the basic
elements of innovation system optimally using their infrastructure capabilities for the successful transfer of the scien-
tific achievements in business and using of innovation in country's economic growth.
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Introduction. Since the end of the 20th century the developed countries of the world have had a
distinct tendency to reduce the government spending on higher education, which challenged many univer-
sities to seck the new sources of financing through innovation and the commercialization of R&D. The
competent integration of education, science and industry, the qualitative development of postgraduate
education on the basis of the modem achievements of science and technology are the key to solve the
problems that have emerged and at the same time one of the priority directions of economic development.
In the formation of the national innovation system the significant role is assigned to universities which
aimed at educating students and conduct the research and innovation activities. The active research
activities of universities directly affect the quality of education of the future specialists involved in the
resecarch and development, and, accordingly increase the competitiveness of university. The scientific
potential of universities which had been formed over the decades got the further development in the
modem policies of many countries and the new mission of universities in innovative economy.

An important direction of increasing the efficiency of the national innovation system’s functioning is
the formation of a new institutional form of organizing the scientific and educational activities based on
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