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TYPOLOGY OF SMALL CITIES
IN THE SOUTH KAZAKHSTAN REGION

Abstract. Small towns’ structure, typology, functionality, development prospects studies occupy leading
positions in the world community. Regional displacement system significance in new economic conditions, industrial
potential formation processes in the organizational-economic management structure at local level specify this po-
sition. The need to develop innovative management models for towns’ development led to search for new analytical
methods of the situation. These methods consider budget supportability, related to the most important territorial
socio-cconomic development indicators. However the most important conditions capable to solve towns’ socio-
economic problems should include transformations in intergovernmental relations considering territorial develop-
ment features. For SKR, as territorial integrity, it is necessary to identify and specify local and regional market needs.
The analysis was carried out from towns’ socio-economic development position, considering their territorial econo-
mic-geographical features. Based on these positions, the methodology of the study in the article was constructed.
Particularly, regional towns’ development prospects were identified. Attention was focused on towns’ problems from
the local economic mainstay position. The further local self-government system formation led to revision of towns’
strategic orientations, led to search for ways to increase their potential. Regional towns’ socio-economic development
problems solution was constrained by several factors, such as inadequacy in the study degree of town’s economic
potential structure formation, and possibilities for its further development. The article assessesSKO cities and dis-
tricts social-economic sphere development level. Such areas as education, medicine, culture, sports were accepted as
basic indicators for analysis. The analysis revealed that weak industrial-agricultural diversification and under-
developed infrastructure are characteristic for these districts. The influence has the fact that many settlements are
significantly remote from the main transport highways. Based on the data obtained, SKO territorial units’ typology
was developed according to the rescttlement type. Based on needs and available capacity, this typology can further
provide opportunity develop effective development strategy for these areas.

Keywords: small cities, classification of small towns, typology, city potential, strategy, regulatory principles,
management of small towns.

Introduction. Small town is a settlement, which is the lowest level of organization of urban settle-
ments [1]. The criteria that distinguish a city from a non-urban settlement, small from other types of cities,
are not limited to the number of inhabitants. Other parameters of socio-economic and socio-cultural nature
are also used. You can conduct lengthy discussions about the circle of necessary and sufficient parameters,
but the conceptual solution of the problem lies in finding an approach that expresses the holistic
characteristics of a small city [2]. An approach is needed that considers a small city as a form of joint life
for people. Having investigated the modem small cities of Kazakhstan, it is useful to pay attention to such
a notable feature. In large and medium-sized cities, the foundations of their daily life, history and pros-







